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Palestinians demand detainees’ release 
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Sudan okays U.N. deliveries of aid 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The Sudanese government hits 
cleared U.N. Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) to start 
relief flights to deliver emergency food to Pochalla, a 
flood-stricken area on south Sudan’s eastern border with 
Ethiopia, OLS said Friday. An OLS statement said the 
United Nations had been requesting Khartoum to allow 
emergency food airlifts to the south Sudanese village 
from June" 1996, when some 15,000 people were report- 
ed to have been marooned by unprecedented floods in 
the area. The government’s green light was given Thurs- 
day. “This is a welcome development. We understand 
that flood waters in the area have persisted and that food 
reserves as well as food crops have been largely 
destroyed,” the statement quoted OLS coordinator and 
U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) chief of operations 
Pierce Gerety as saying. 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
The Lebanese government 
approved on Friday a draft 
election law to replace a 
law declared invalid by the 
constitutional court and 
said parliamentary polls set 
to begin on Aug. 18 will 
not be postponed. 

“The cabinet approved a 
draft law whose articles are 
in line with the ruling of 
the constitutional council 
and sent it to parliament 
(for approval)” Agricul- 
ture Minister Shawki Fak- 
ouiy told reporters after an 
emergency cabinet session. 

“The original dates of the 
elections will remain the 
same,” Mr. Fakoury said, 
addiDg that the cabinet has 
decided to open an extraor- 
dinary parliament session 
to approve the draft law. It 
was not immediately 
known when parliament 
would meet. 

The constitutional court 
on Thursday declared fee 
election law passed on July 
11 by fee 128-member par- 
liament unconstitutional 
saying it discriminates 
among Lebanese. 

The court annulled six 
articles in fee old law. 
mainly one setting up dif- 
ferent electoral districts for 
fee Christian heartland of 
Mount Lebanon and the 
rest of Lebanon which 
makes election election 
more difficult for opposi- 
tion Christians. who 
demand fee withdrawal of 
Syria's 35,000 troops from 
Lebanon. 

Interior Minister Michel 
AI Murr had said after fee 
court's ruling that polls 
might be delayed up to two 
weeks. 

Ten members of parlia- 
ment (MPs), including two 
former ministers, had filed 
against fee law. All other 
governorates are single 
constituencies. 

The council also ruled as 
unconstitutional an eight- 
month extension of fee 
next national assembly’s 
four-year term and a reduc- 
tion of fee six-month peri- 
od required for civil ser- 
vants to quit their posts 
before running for parlia- 
ment 

The law, passed by par- 
liament on July II. was 
strongly criticised by 
Christian leaders because 
of the Mount Lebanon 
carve-up, and fee court's 
ruling was welcomed by 
fee Christian opposition 
which boycotted the last 
elections in 1992. 

They charged feat fee 
Christian stronghold was 
q split to ensure election vic- 
tories for candidates close 
to figures such as fee Druze 
leader and refugees minis- 
ter, Walid Jumblatt and 
Parliamentary Speaker 
Nabib Berri, a Shiite Mus- 
lim. General Michel Aoun. 
who headed a military gov- 
ernment in 1988 before 
being ousted by a Syrian- 
led coalition in 1990, wel- 
comed the decision to over- 
turn fee electoral law. 

“The opposition might 
reconsider its participation 
in the elections if fee gov- 
ernment re-establishes 
equality among citizens, 
Gen. Aoun said from Paris 
where he lives in exile. 

Former President Amin 
Gemayel, who also lives in 
the French capital, said fee 
verdict cleared the “way 
towards a national recon- 
ciliation if the government 
modifies its attitude." 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri returned earlier Fri- 
day from brief talks in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel links peace talks 
with closure of Palestinian 
deputy’s Jerusalem office 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — - The new 
Israeli government warned 
Friday feat it would not 
enter negotiations wife 
Yasser Arafat and the Pales- 
tinian Naional Authority 
tPNA) until fee Palestini- 
ans halt official political 
activities in Arab Eas t 
Jerusalem. 

“We cannot resume nego- 
tiations wife fee Palestini- 
ans as long as they are vio- 
lating existing autonomy 
agreements by carrying on 
illegal political activities in 
Jerusalem," Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
in a communique issued at 
fee end of fee weekly cabi- 
net meeting. 

Israel argues feat Mr. 
Arafat is violating fee 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy agreements by operat- 
ing offices in Jerusalem. 
Palestinian self-rule is 
restricted to fee West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu bas said 
he would never compro- 
mise over Jeruslem. 

“We cannot make 
progress in negotiations 
wife fee Palestinian 
Authority as long as there 
are violations in Jerusalem 


and in every instance we 
will act to close down 
offices operating illegally 
in Jerusalem.” Mr. 
Netanyahu told his cabinei 
on Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu criticised 
his own police minister 
who earlier this week 
worked out a compromise 
wife a Palestinian legisla- 
tor. Harem Abdul Kader. 
The legislator had opened 
an office in East Jerusalem 
earlier this month to serve 
his constituents. 

Police initially threatened 
to close down fee office, 
but then settled for a decla- 
ration by Mr. Abdul Kader 
feat he had no connections 
to fee PNA. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Fri- 
day he was not satisfied. “I 
gave an unequivocal direc- 
tive to fee minister of pub- 
lic security to close fee 
office of Hatem Abdul 
Kader.. .and I request feat 
these directives be canied 
out,” Mr. Netanyahu told 
fee cabinet 

Meanwhile fee top Pales- 
tinian official in Jerusalem 
warned Israel that its 
demands for fee closure of 
the PLO headquarters in fee 
Holy City would lead to fee 
“loss of hope” in negotia- 


tions between the two 
sides. 

Faisal Al Husseini was 
quoted on Friday by fee 
international Arabic news- 
paper Al Sharq Al Awsat as 
saying fee closure of fee 
Orient House would be a 
setback for Palestinians and 
Israelis alike. 

“For Palestinians (the 
Orient House ) is a symbol 
of Jerusalem, which means 
feat its closure would sym- 
bolise fee exclusion of 
Jerusalem from the peace 
process and a loss of 
hope,” Mr. Husseini told 
fee newspaper. 

“I see two capitals, but 
I'm not talking abour a ran- 
dom division of fee city but 
about two parts with free, 
open and reciprocal access 
to them both," Mr. Hussei- 
ni said when asked about 
his vision for the future of 
Jerusalem. 

Officials said that in addi- 
tion to Mr. Abdul Kader’s 
office, Mr. Netanyahu 
wants to see closed several 
East Jerusalem offices 
linked to the PNA includ- 
ing one dealing wife sports 
and culture and another 
wife land disputes. 

(Continued on~page 7) 


Iraq ready to start oil exports in 
September after U.N. adopts plan 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Friday it was ready to 
resume limited oil exports 
next month after fee U.N. 
Sanctions Committee 
cleared fee way for the first 
easing of fee six-year-old 
oil embargo. 

“We expect a resumption 
of Iraqi crude exports in fee 
second half of September, 
but that wifi depend on the 
speed with which technical 
details are sorted out,” Iraqi 
negotiator Abdul Amir Al 
An ban told fee Arab daily 
Al Hay at 

The UN. Sanctions 
Committee on Thursday 
formally adopted technical 
guidelines for a May 20 oil- 
for-food deal after Wash- 
ington decided to drop its 
objections to proposals for 
implementing fee accord. 

Under fee deal, Iraq will 
be allowed to sell $2 billion 
of oil every six months 


under strict international 
control to raise money for 
badly-needed food and 
medicine. 

However, fee Iraqi media 
reacted wife silence Friday 
to fee news feat fee last 
political hurdle had been 
lifted to implementing fee 
deal after three months of 
U.S. blocking. 

Iraqis only learned fee 
news through foreign radio 
stations. 

The only newspaper to 
mention Washington’s lift- 
ing of its objections Thurs- 
day was Babel, run by Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein’s 
eldest son Uday, which 
prints foreign news agency 
reports. 

Likewise there were no 
celebrations on fee streets 
of Baghdad, in sharp con- 
trast to May 20 when Iraq 
and fee United Nations 
signed fee oil-for-food 


accord. 

However fee national cur- 
rency, fee dinar, which 
plummeted in value in fee 
past two weeks because of 
fee pessimistic reports 
coming out of New York, 
rose Friday to 950 against 
fee dollar on fee free mar- 
ket compared to 1.200 on 
Wednesday. 

Since fee deal was signed 
Iraq has repeatedly said its 
oil install ations and termi- 
nals were ready to resume 
immediate exports. 

However, Mr. An ban 
expressed fears that fee 
United States could again 
delay fee deal. “Of course, 
they can do it in line with 
fee oil-for-food agree- 
ment,” fee Iraqi negotiator 
said. 

Mr. Anbari added that 
four steps now bad to be 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu hits serious political crises 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu ended another 
week buffeted by political 
turmoil Friday wife his for- 
eign minister in open rebel- 
lion and his justice minister 
forced to resign by legal 
woes. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy boycotted fee weekly 
cabinet meeting Friday 
amid fresh reports he might 
resign in a dispute with Mr. 
Netanyahu over the sharing 
of responsibility for foreign 

policy. . . . . . 

Mr. Levy remained holed 
up at his home in the north- 
ern town of Bet Shean and 
made no public statement, 
but officials said negotia- 
tions between aides to fee 
two men were continuing. 

Close associates to Mr. 
Levy said the talks 
involved his demands for 
specific written assurances 
he will be given a major 
role in determining pokey 
related to fee Middle East 
peace process and notably 
in negotiations wife fee 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Levy aides warned 


Friday feat Mr. Levy will 
resign if a compromise was 
not "worked out. Members 
of his Gesher party have 
threatened to quit fee gov- 
erning coalition. 

The party holds five seats 
in fee 1 20-member Knes- 
set where fee government 
has a 66-seat majority, but 
deputy party leader David 
Magen said feat other 
deputies would join fee 
revolt, putting fee govern- 
ment’s future in doubL 

Mr. Levy, a relative mod- 
erate in a government dom- 
inated by hardline national- 
ists, has bristled almost 
since fee administration 
took office in June because 
Mr. Netanyahu was running 
most Israeli diplomacy 
from his own office, ignor- 
ing fee foreign ministry. 

Mr. Netanyahu notably 
left Mr. Levy out of his 
three foreign visits — to 
Washington, Cairo and 
Amman — and carried out 
much of his diplomatic 
work through his top for- 
eign policy adviser, Dore 
Gold. 

The crisis came to a head 


when Mr. Netanyahu said 
he would name his own 
cabinet secretary, Danny 
Naveh, to head a steering 
committee to oversee nego- 
tiations wife fee Palestini- 
ans which IMr. Levy had 
wanted to control. 

Mr. Netanyahu later 
backed down and agreed to 
name a neutral former army 
chief of staff, Don Shom- 
ron, to head fee committee, 
but this was not enough for 
Mr. Levy. 

Communications Minis- 
ter Limor Uvnat said Fri- 
day that Mr. Netanyahu — 
as Israel’s first directly 
elected prime minister — 
was determined to keep a 
firm grip on his govern- 
ment’s foreign policy. 

“Netanyahu was elected 
by universal suffrage and 
feat gives him broad prerog- 
atives” she said in a radio 
interview. “It is up to him to 
formulate policy and every- 
one has to accept feat.” . 

Mr. Levy's revolt Friday 
came a day after Jutice 
Minister Yaacov Neeman 

(Continued on page 7) 


King visits S. Arabia tomorrow for talks 
on bilateral relations and peace process 


By P.V.VIvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein visits Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday for talks 
wife King Fahd Ben Abdul 
Aziz and other Saudi lead- 
ers on bilateral relations, 
ways to boost Arab solidar- 
ity and means to revive the 
troubled Middle East peace 
process, official sources 
said Friday. 

Reports feat the talks 
would also cover a propos- 
al to hold a five-way mini 
summit of Arab leaders 
could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

The King’s visit was first 
announced by fee govern- 
ment on Tuesday, one day 
after the Monarch held 
talks wife Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in Amman. 

‘The emphasis of fee 
King's talks in Saudi Ara- 
bia will be bilateral rela- 
tions, but fee overall status 
of Mideast peacemaking 
will assume an equally 
important slot in fee discus- 
sions.” said an official 
source. 



King Fahd 

On the political front, the 
King is expected to brief 
King Fahd and other Saudi 
leaders on fee status of the 
peace process, fee outcome 
of his talks’ wife Mr. 
■Netanyahu on Monday and 
wife Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat on Wednes- 
day in Aqaba. 

Mr. Arafat said in Gaza 
on Thursday that his talks 
wife fee King included 
“ways to remove the obsta- 
cles in the peace process." 

On fee bilateral level, the 
King is expected to discuss 


wife fee Saudi leadership 
further means to boost Jor- 
danian-Saudi economic 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion of positions on various 
related issues. 

Tension in the Gulf fol- 
lowing two bombings in 
Saudi Arabia targetting 
U.S. interests in November 
and June and fee ongoing 
U.S. -Iran tug-of-war are 
also expected to be dis- 
cussed. 

Reports said Jordan had 
received an assurance feat 
King Fahd will meet with 


King Hussein during the 
latter's visit ro Saudi Arabia 
this week. 

King Hussein could not 
meet King Fahd during a 
visit he paid to Saudi Ara- 
bia in February because the 
Saudi monarch was recov- 
ering from an ailment. King 
Hussein held talks with 
Crown Prince Abdullah and 
other Saudi leaders during 
fee February visit. 

The meeting of the two 
monarchs will be fee first 
after the 1991 Gulf crisis 
when relations were 
strained as a result of per- 
ceived Jordanian support 
for Iraq. 

Ties have improved since 
then and were given a 
strong boost wife fee sign- 
ing of a trade accord 
between the two countries 
in June. 

The King’s planned meet- 
ing wife fee Saudi leaders 
is fee latest in a series of 
intense diplomatic contacts 
after Mr. Netanyahu made 
an overture to Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad to 
break fee deadlock in the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iran warns U.S. against 
military offensive in Gulf 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
head of Iran’s Revolution- 
ary Guards warned feat his 
forces were ready to retali- 
ate if fee United States tried 
to mount a military offen- 
sive in fee Gulf, fee official 
news agency ERNA said 
Friday. 

Amid rising tension 
between fee two countries, 
Mohsen Rezai warned: 
“Our policy is not to take 
fee first step, but if fee 
United States commits an 
error in fee Persian Gulf all 
their forces would be sur- 
rounded.” 

“If there is an attack on 
the security of fee region, 
fee United States will pay 
the full price,” be said in a 
speech in fee northeast 
town of Mashhad. 

“The Pasdaran (Revolu- 
tionary Guards) will not 
allow fee United States to 
interfere in Iran's internal 
affairs ... fee Americans 
must leam feat fee Persian 
Gulf must be a sale place 
for everybody.” 

Mr. Rezai ’s warning 
came a day after Iran 
accused the United States 
of violating its airspace 
wife flights over fee Gulf 
port of Bushehr and the 
strategic island of Abu 
Mussa. 

The Pentagon denied fee 
Iranian charges and said fee 
aircraft were taking part in 
one of several military 
exercises in fee Gulf. 

A flurry of exercises and 
troop movements have 
temporarily raised U.S. 
force levels in fee Gulf to 
some 24,000, according to 
Pentagon officials, who 


stress that fee war games 
have long been planned and 
are “not related to any real 
world situation.” (see page 
2) 

But Iranian Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Akbar Velayati has 
accused fee United States 
of preparing a military 
attack against his country 
and urged fee United 
Nations to intervene to stop 
fee “dangerous move.” 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. accusing Iran of being 
a leading sponsor of terror- 
ism, on Monday signed a 
bill threatening sanctions 
against non-U.S. compa- 
nies investing in Iran's and 
Libya’s oil sectors. 

Iran's paramount leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
vowed on Wednesday his 
country would stand firm 
against the new U.S. law. 

Iran will submit a case 
against fee United States at 
fee International Court of 
Justice for Washington’s 
reported funding of covert 
action against Tehran, Mr. 
Velayati said on Thursday. 

“We have prepared fee 
preliminary grounds for our 
intended complaint to fee 
Hague court, in particular 
our complaint against 
America’s decision to allo- 
cate $20 million to under- 
mine and sabotage fee Iran- 
ian state.” Mr. Velayati said 
on Iranian Television. 

U.S. officials say private- 
ly feat Congress in closed 
meetings authorised for the 
fiscal year 1996 about $18 
million for covert action 
designed to boost democra- 
cy in Iran. 


Ethiopian troops reportedly 
seize Somali border towns 


MOGADISHU (AFP ) — 
Ethiopian forces have 
attacked and occupied fee 
Somali border towns of 
Dolow, Luq, Buiohawo and 
Bohol Gains, reports reach- 
ing here said on Friday. 

In Nairobi, aid workers 
said heavy fighting was 
continuing when they left 
Luq early Friday morning. 

The reports reaching 
Mogadishu said two battal- 
ions of Ethiopian troops, 
supported by tanks, 
armoured vehicles and 
fighter planes, attacked the 
four border towns on Thurs- 
day night and occupied 
them. 

Tt was quite frightening,” 
one aid worker said in 
Nairobi. 

“Three helicopters came 
to destroy the town. Mis- 
siles were fired. 

We were at fee airport, so 
we could not see how many 
casualties there were, but 
they must have been heavy.” 

Ethiopian forces have 
been fighting in fee border 
region against an Islamic 
fundamentalist group, Al 
Ittihad Al Islam, which has 
been carrying out a hit-and- 
run guerrilla war for a long 
time in Ethiopia's southeast- 
ern Ogaden region, inhabit- 
ed by ethnic Somalis, 
according to fee reports. 

The aid workers said feat 
Luq, which has a population 
of 10,000 to 15,000 people, 
was fee headquarters of the 
fundamentalist group. 

A press statement released 
here by fee Al Ittihad Al 
Islam group on Friday 
claimed that its guerrillas 
had repulsed the attack, 
inflicting heavy losses on 


fee Ethiopian invaders. 

“The holy fighters killed 
more than 100 and wounded 
many more of fee Ethiopian 
attackers during fee fight- 
ing, which is still continu- 
ing, for 15 dead on their 
side,” fee fundamentalist 
group said in the statement, 
released in south 
Mogadishu. 

The group accused 
Ethiopian forces of mas- 
sacring innocent civilians 
and destroying houses and 
water wells. 

It also charged that former 
military officers of the 
Somali National Front 
(SNF) fear embraces fee 
Maheran clan of ousted 
Somali dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane had been leading 
fee Ethiopians in their strug- 
gle against Somalia. 

The Al Ittihad Al Islam 
group is suspected to have 
bombed the Wabi Shebele 
Hotel in fee Ethiopian capi- 
tal on Monday, killing one 
person and wounding at 
least 10 others. 

Last month, Ethiopia’s 
transport minister was 
wounded in an attack in 
which a police officer and a 
bodyguard were killed. 

Al Ittihad Al Islam 
claimed responsibility for 
that attack as well as bomb 
blasts at two other Ethiopian 
hotels earlier this year. One 
of fee blasts, at fee Ghion 
Hotel in Addis Ababa in 
January, killed three people 
and injured about 20. 

Al Ittihad Al Islam at fee 
time said it would pursue its 
attacks against government 
officials until the province 
of Ogaden was given its 
independence. 


Yeltsin sworn in, vows decisive rule 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Boris Yeltsin, sworn in Fri- 
day for a second term as 
Russian president, 

promised to continue “in a 
spirit of decision and firm- 
ness” the task he had begun 
five years ago. 

In a Kremlin banquet 
toast Mr. Yeltsin said: “By 
the will of the people I will 
continue the task I began 
five years ago. Popular sup- 
port gives me fee right to 
act in a spirit of decision 
and firmness." 

Mr. Yeltsin was reelected 
head of state in a presiden- 
tial run-off on July 3. 

The 65 year-old leader 


looked stiff and ill at ease 
as be stood to take his oath 
in a Kremlin ceremony 
overshadowed by renewed 
bloodshed in Chechenya 
and fears over his health. 

He did not stumble as he 
walked across fee stage of 
fee vast Kremlin palace 
congress hall and stood 
solidly before 3,000 invited 
guests and' millions of tele- 
vision viewers. But his per- 
formance will do little to 
end speculation about his 
health. 

Trumpets blared, a choir 
sang and 30 big Kremlin 
guns gave him a celebrato- 
ry salute after he took his 


oath wife his right hand oo 
a special edition of fee 
Russian constitution. 

Alexiy H, patriarch of fee 
Russian Orthodox Church, 
blessed him with the sign of 
the cross. A state award in 
the form of a large gold 
chain was placed around 
his neck and a presidential 
banner was raised over fee 
Kremlin’s golden domes. 

In his banquet toast quot- 
ed by the Kremlin news 
service, Mr. Yeltsin 
promised to “rule in fee 
interests of all Russians, 
and I mean all. We all share 
fee same country." 

He also applied for a 


strengthening of fee Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), fee loose 
forum grouping 12 former 
Soviet republics, including 
Russia, created after the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. 

“Our peoples achieved 
independence together and 
it is only together that we 
can achieve prosperity," he 
added in a reference to eco- 
nomic ties which still bind 
the former Soviet republics, 
several of whose leaders 
were present. 

The president has a new 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cyprus 

braced 

for 

violence 


NICOSIA (R) — The 
divided island of Cyprus is 
bracing for violence on 
Sunday, when up to 7,000 
motorcyclists plan to 
smash their way from 
Greek Cypriot south to 
Turkish- occupied north 
through a heavily manned 
buffer zone. 

Raising the prospects of 
trouble, Turkish “Grey 
Wolf' far-right militants 
said on Friday they planned 
to counter the rally on the 
Greek Cypriot side by 
sending Z300 bikers to the 
other side of the U.N.- 
patrolled green line divide. 

“If the Greek Cypriot 
youths violate our territory 
they will find...the Grey 
Wolves facing them,” Azmi 
Karamahmutoglu, leader 
of the idealist fraternities 
group, told reporters in 
Ankara. 

He said some of the Turk- 
ish bikers have already left 
to the self-proclaimed 
Turkish republic of north- 
ern Cyprus ahead of Sun- 
day’s Greek Cypriot rally. 

The Greek Cypriot bikers 
want to draw international 
attention to the continued 
division of Cyprus, 22 
years after Turkey invaded 
the north in response to a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia 
engineered by the military 
ruling Greece at the time. 

The breakaway state in 
the north is recognised only 
by Ankara. 

They say the protest will 
be peaceful, but armies on 
both sides, police and 
United Nations troops are 
getting ready for trouble. 

The Turkish army says it 
has orders to shoot. “If they 
opiate our .borders and 
incur on Turkish Cyprus 
territory they .will be fired 
on,'' a military source said. 
“The British high commis- 
sion and the American 
embassy have advised 
their citizens to steer clear 
away from the buffer zone 
on Sunday. 

“We have told people to 
stay calm and avoid the 
buffer zone because of the 
bikers rally," said Piers 
Cazalet, a spokesman at 
the British high commis- 
sion. 

“We are hoping there 
won’t be any incidents but 
we expect some might 
break out,” he said. 

Sources in the American 
embassy told Reuters simi- 
lar warnings have been 
made to U.S. citizens. 

Very few who believe 
that the rally, the largest 
since the 1974 invasion, 
will pass without incident. 



UJS. Marines taking part in military exercises in the Kuwaiti desert take cover from imaginary enemies behind 
the wall of a derelict building Friday (Reuters photo) 


Flurry of exercises, troop movement 
boost U.S. force level in Gulf region 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A flurry of military exer- 
cises and troops move- 
ments have raised U.S. 
force levels in the Gulf to 
some 24.000 in the wake of 
a terrorist bombing in 
Saudi Arabia, according to 
Pentagon officials. 

Many of the extra troops 
are in the Gulf region tem- 
porarily, and Pentagon 
officials insist that the 
exercises have long been 
planned and are “not relat- 
ed to any real world situa- 
tion’’. 

But they come' amid ris- 
ing tension with Iran, 
which Defence Secretary 
William Perry last week 
accused of being the “lead- 
ing candidate" for 
international terrorism 
directed at the United 
Stales. 

Iran charged Thursday 
that U.S. warplanes had- 
violated its airspace, 
causing a sonic boom over 
the Gulf port city of 
Bushehr and overflying 
Abu Musa. 

The island, which is con- 
trolled by Iran, sits near the 
entrance to the strategic 
Straits Of Hormuz at one 
endoftheGulf.lt bristles 
with hawk anti-aircraft 
missiles and Chinese anti- 
ship missiles, according 
to the U.S. military. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon flatly 
denied the Iranian 


charges, saying U.S. air- 
craft kept to international 
airspace while operating 
id the Gulf. 

“We do not anticipate 
any problem with [ran. 
They understand we’re 
operating in international 
airspace, they operate in 
international airspace 
unimpeded and we antici- 
pate that we will too," he 
said. 

The U.S. aircraft were 
taking part in exercise 
Rugged Nautilus — one of 
several exercises and spe- 
cial deployments that have 
significantly raised U.S. 
troop Jevefir in the Gulf 
since the June '25 bombing 
of a U.S. military housing 
complex In Dbahran. 

Mr. Perry told reporters 
Saturday that U.S. force 
levels in the Gulf num- 
bered some 15,000, but 
Pentagon officials said the 
total actually is about 
24,000. 

Rugged Nautilus began 
on July 1 and involves the 
U.S. aircraft carrier Carl 
Vinson, the helicopter 
assault ship USS Tarawa, 
as well as an air expedi- 
tionary force in Qatar. 

An estimated 1.300 mili- 
tary personnel — includ- 
ing a military intelligence 
battalion and an electronic 
communications squadron 
— have been brought in 
from the United States for 
the exercise. Pentagon 


officials said. 

They were to take part in 
strategic command and 
control training and an 
electronic warfare exer- 
cise, the officials said. 
Force levels in the Gulf 
will get another boost Fri- 
day with the deployment 
of 1,200 U.S. army troops 
to Kuwait Friday from 
U.S. bases for a four- 
month exercise called 
Intrinsic Action 96-3. 

The battalion-sized 
force, the third to be rotat- 
ed through Kuwait this 
year/ will trdm'Wltb tanks 
2nd Bradley figfitiiYg -vehi- ' 
eles prepositioned- in the . 
emirate, according to the 
Pentagon. 

In Saudi Arabia, an esti- 
mated 1,200 engineers, 
security personnel and 
other specialists are being 
flown in from the United 
States to prepare an air 
base at AJ Khaij for allied 
air operations being moved 
from Dbahran and Riyadh. 

Mr. Bacon said 770 of 
them already have arrived 
at the base in the desert 
south of Riyadh. 

Those troops are in addi- 
tion of a large, more per- 
manent U.S. force in the 
Gulf, which has been 
assembled since the 1991 
Gulf war to deter Iraq and 
Iran. 

They include between 
5400 and 6.200 U.S. mil- 
itary personnel in Saudi 


Arabia, about 4,000 of 
whom are involved in con- 
ducting air « missions over 
southern Iraq to enforce a 
no-fly zone and most of 
the others in military assis- 
tance to the Saudis. 

Another 1.000 U.S. air 
force personnel are in 
Qatar with an air expedi- 
tionary force that was 
deployed in late June with 
34 aircraft to take part in 
the missions over southern 
Iraq. 

.. fo.the.Qylf.itserf, an esti- 
mated' - 14400.;.';* sailors, 
marines and airnaerjj. are 
aboard a 20-ship armada 
led by the Vinson, which 
sailed into the Gulf several 
days after the Dhahran 
bombing. 

Hundreds of U.S. 
marines landed on a beach 
north of Kuwait City on 
Friday as part of the exer- 
cises aimed at demonstrat- 
ing the quick-action capa- 
bility of American forces 
in the Gulf. 

The amphibious exercise 
was conducted to “demon- 
strate our (U.S.) capability 
to project piower without 
any dependence on any 
infrastructure such as 
ports," said Colonel John 
C. Garrett, commanding 
officer of the 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Force. 


New 
Islamist 
group vows 
holy war 
against 
Qadhafi 


CAIRO (AFP) — A new 
armed Islamic movement 
in Libya calling itself the 
Group of the Followers of 
God vowed “holy war" 
against Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi in its 
first statement published 
Friday by the Arab daily 
A1 HayaL 

The fundamentalist 
group said it decided to 
form “after an escalation 
of the Jihad (holy wan in 
Libya and acts of oppres- 
sion by the regime.” 

“In line with the divide 
duty to fight apostates, the 
Followers of God has 
decided to declare itself to 
carry out its legal duty to 
Islam and Muslims," the 
statement said. 

It said its aims were to 
restore Islamic rule in 
Libya, though it stressed 
it would work indepen- 
dently from other Islamic 
fundamentalist organisa- 
tions. 

The new group is the 
third fundamentalist 
organisation to be found- 
ed in Libya in recent 
years, after the Movement 
of Islamist Martyrs and 
the Militant Islamic 
Group. 

The Militant Islamic 
Group has claimed most 
anti-government attacks 
in Libya since 1995. 

According to the Libyan 
Human Rights League, a 
non-Islamic opposition 
movement. clashes 
between security forces 
and fundamentalists in 
Li6ya“ha«e teft 600 dead 
-m'the-past -year. .. _ 

Aleague activist, Ali AJ- 
Sharif, told the Arab daily 
AJ Wassat that the funda- 
mentalist groups were 
mostly composed of 
“young men" angry at the 
“monopoly of power held 
by Qadhafi and his fami- 
ly as well as their iron 
grip on the state’s wealth." 

TraveUors arriving in 
Egypt from Libya have 
reported several violent 
clashes between Libyan 
police and militants in the 
past several months. 

Most of the incidents 
have taken place in the 
eastern region of Beng- 
hazi. According to Libyan 
oppposition sources, the 
town has been under a 
security clampdown since 
June. 


Jordan and Israel agree to 
boost security cooperation * 

ued civilian activities in the 


The Jerusalem Post 


CENTRAL REGIONAL 
commander Major-Gener- 
al Uzi Dayan met with the 
Jordanian army’s deputy 
chief-of-staff. General 
Tashin Shurdura last week 
to discuss ways to improve 
security along the border. 

The meeting focused on 
the bloody ambush in June 
in which gunmen infiltrated 
from Jordan, killed three 
Israeli soldiers, stole their 
weapons and fled. 

At the meeting, held on 
the Jordanian side of the 
Adam Bridge(Prince 
Abdullah Bridge), area 
commanders from both 
armies discussed the imple- 
mentation of lessons 
learned from the ambush, 
an army communique said. 

Those who participated in 
the meeting stressed the 
importance of maintaining 
a high level of security 
along the border, but at the 
same time allowing contin- 


area. 

Both sides agreed to con- 
tinue holding meetings 
between area commanders 
to ensure changes are 
implemented. 

An inquiry into the 
ambush found that array 
commanders had failed to 
quickly relay a report of the 
attack to the Jordanians, 
and it was only about six 
hours later that the Jordan- 
ian army was notified and 
began to sweep the area for 
the gunmen, who succeed-^ 
ed iii escaping. 

Since the ambush, the 
army has reportedly beefed 
up its patrols along the nor- 
mally quiet border with 
Jordan. Regular soldiers 
have been re-assigned to 
the front, which had been 
guarded by reservists until 
the attack, and reservists 
are now being retrained in 
shooting, charging and 
throwing hand-grenades. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kabul denies sheltering terrorists 


ISLAMABAD (R) — President Burbanuddin Rabbani’s 
embattled government in Afghanistan said on Thursday 
it was not sheltering any foreign terrorists in areas under 
its control. Official Kabul Radio, monitored in Islam- 
abad. quoted a Foreign Ministry statement as saying the 
government had always sought goodwill and better rela- 
tions with other countries and had never allowed its soil 
to be used by terrorists. The statement followed an arti- 
cle in the Los Angeles Times on Monday saying that 
more than 12.000 foreign Muslims had learned tech- 
niques of combat and sabotage at camps in Afghanistan 
or on Afghan -Pakistan frontier. 


Nine dead in inter-Kurd fighting 


ANKARA (R) — An Iraqi Kurdish group on Friday 
accused a rival militia of killing nine people in an 
artillery attack on a town in Kurdish-controlled northern 
Iraq. “Nine were killed and about 30 were injured in the 
artillery attack on Kasnazan." a spokesman at the 
Ankara office of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) 
told Reuters. He said Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) forces launched Wednesday's artillery attack, on 
Kasnazan, several kilometres <£rom the region's main 
city Erbti, after the KDP had repelled a previous PUK 
assault on the town. It was not clear whether the dead 
were KDP fighters or civilians. The PUK was not imme- 
diately available for comment A feud between the two 
groups has cost about 3.000 lives and split northern Iraq 
into rival zones. There have been no major clashes for 
more than a year. 


Israel joined Mars project but quit 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s space agency participated 
in a Russian programme to send a spaceship to Mars in 
the early 1990s but had to back out of the project due to 
a lack of funds, it was reported Friday. Avi Har-Even, 
head of the space administration, told the Haaretz 
newspaper in an interview that Israeli scientists were 
involved in developing three-dimensional, computer- 
aided photography techniques for mapping Mars during 
the mission. The project was pan of a joint U.S.-Russ- 
ian programme aimed at sending an unmanned space- 
ship to Mars this October. Mr. Har-Even said Israel took 
part in the project from 1993 to 1995, when it had to 
pull out due to budget constraints. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — Moo min 

15 JO — Pumpkin Patch 

15:45 — Here’s Lucy 

16 JO „..Qxnxiy — BigBiataJake 

17:00 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 . — Xa Vie Devant Moi 

17 JO Jynimide 

18:00 Chateau Valion 

IWJO JLe Journal 

19:15 JFaut Pas Rever 

19 JO _ _News Headlines 

19 J5 Comedy — TheTotkebons 

204K) The Album Show 

20:45 Drama — Miami Vice 

21:10. — -.Prism 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23: 15 feature Fflm “Not Our Son" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:26....- .Fajr 

05:51 ( Sunrise ) Duha 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16:21 — -...’Asr 

19J1 .Maghreb 

21:57 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Anminkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 

622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20 JO Aqaba (RW) 


WEATHER 

Tempenmires are expected to rise 
becoming slightly above average 
with winds northwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. KhaEl Al TUstoq 757253 

Dc Bahjat Bader— -832642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 83(432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddoumi 893542 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeasani pharmacy —637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Ghazi Ta’amneh 2500S0 

Al Quds pharmacy - ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan 995743 

Khalifefa pharmacy 985417 


Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television -7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 i l 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
—636381 


RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 

775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- -....- - (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital -(09)986752 
AJ ECkam Modern Hospital 

— (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


ARRIVALS 


(RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 -Damascus (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10 JO — Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10 JO -New Delhi (RJ) 

11:00 Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


15:10 - Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 New Yosfc, Amsterdam/ RJ) 

17 JO Cairo (RJ) 

19:15 -London, Berlin (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ I 

02 JO...- Madrid (RJ) 

05 JO Bangkok [RJ) 


Other F ligh ts 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

-.(02)247100 

AQABA: 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 
-.661111 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 


Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


MinJMax. temp. 
Amman ......... 


.............2/34 


Aqaba .27/41 

Deserts 20/37 

Jordan Valley — — 26/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 42 Humidity 
readings: Amman 29 per cent. 
Aqaba 30 per cent. 


USEFUL 


C5vfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .'. 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police — -.843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints —.605800 


Khali di Maternity, J. Amn 
.644281/6 


AkDeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

-642441/2 

jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 


Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shraefcani 607071 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Muasher HgspitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdah' 664164/6 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tire Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


03:00 .... Jtome (AZ) 

13:40. Muscat. Doha (GF) 

14:00 — Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

19 J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

20 35 Cairo (MS) 

20 JO -Damascus. Paris (AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:15 London (BA) 

22:00 Sanaa UYl 

22:35. — J^amaca (CY) 


23:55 - J-ondon (KJ) 

03:00 .... ...Kuwait (KL) 

03:00 — -Rome (AZ) 

03 JO Antalia (TK) 

06 JO .Tel Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


09 JO Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at 10.00 a,nu 


06 J5 ... 
09:45 ... 


12:00 ... 


12 JO Amsterdam. New Yak (RJ) 
12 JO AiTBCniBTuGicagp (RT) 

13:10— 


13:15 


13:15 ... 


14:05 ... 


21:10 ... 


21:10 ... 
21:20 

...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

21:45 


22:20 _ 




Other Flights 

04:00...., 


04:00 - 


08:45 


14J0 

15:30 

Ahi Dhabi BabainiOF) 

16:00..... 


20:45 


21:20 


23:00.... 
23 JO.... 


23:55_. 

M;00.... 

— Fans. Damascus (AF) 

04:00 .... 


04J0 


06:40- 

07:25- 

.London (KJ) 


I)ep. Amman 8:00 &m. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p .m_ every 
Monday 

Dep. Datnscus 7 JO am. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


MARKET PRICES f 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 700/500 

Banana. -600/600 

Banana (mukha mmar ) .520/520 


Banana (Imported).- 
Carrot 

— 860/600 
170/90 

Cauliflowet 

Cucumber (large) .... 

—360/240 

240/140 

Cucumber (small) ... 
Eggplant 

420/250 

—220/140 

Garlic 

- 650/400 

Grapes— 

Lemon 

—420/250 
.. 700/400 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhinh 

....250/150 

—430/260 

120/80 

Onion (dry) 

150/80 

Okra 

.850/500 

Pea. - 

—520/300 

Pear. 

.. 800/500 

Peach 

Pepper (hnt) 

800/500 

320/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

—370/250 

Potato 

-vaV220 

String Bean. 

-780/500 

Sweet melon .... 

- 370/150 

Tomaio 

120/70 
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M Three workers die in Baqaa 
waste treatment plant accident 

AMMAN /IT\ tt * 


et 





: AMMAN (J.T) - Three 

people were killed and a 
fourth was listed in critical 
s condition in a drow ning 
incident in a 10-metre-deep 
percolation pit located 
within the Baqaa Waste- 
water Treatment Plant, 
• according to Civil Defence 
r. Department (CDD) 

.. sources. 

.. _ The sources said Moham- 
et mad Eid Abdul Qader (22), 
Ibrahim Mohammad Salim 
.. Sawarkeh (32). Mohammad 
Ulayyan Ayed Masri (35), 
all employed by the Water 
and Sewerage Authority. 
Friday fell in a 10- metre- 
deep wastewater pond. 

The cause of death was 
listed as inhalation of poi- 
sonous gases. 

The fourth, who drove a 
privately-owned septic 
tanker, is reported in critical 
condition and under treat- 
ment at the University of 


Jordan Hospital. 

Wednesday night, 200 
Indian workers were rushed 
to Bahsir and LuzmiUa 
Hospitals and King Hussein 
Medical Centre, suffering 
from vomiting, diarrhoea 
and severe colic, resulting 
from food poisoning, 
according to a report pub- 
lished in the Arabic daily A1 
Ra’i. . 

The victims, who work 
for two contracting and 
construction companies in 
the Khaida area in western 
A mma n, developed food 
poisoning symptoms after 
having dinner at their 
boarding house. 

An Indian Embassy offi- 
cial Thursday visited the 
hospitalised workers and 
said the patients were 
responding well to medical 
treatment. 

Department head of first 
aid and emergency treat- 


ment at A1 Bashir Hospital, 
Anwar Khasawneh, said 27 
victims were admitted to A1 
Bashir on Thursday suffer- 
ing from food pois oning 
symptoms. 

In Deir Alla in the central 
Jordan Valley, a 20-year-old 
woman was burned at a 
deserted house in Maa’ddi 
town, according to a report 
in A] Dustour Arabic daily. 

The woman told the 
police that she was sleeping 
with her family members 
on the roof of their house, 
when she unexpectedly saw 
two unknown persons in 
close proximity. 

They spayed an anaes- 
thetic substance which 
blinded and incapacitated 
her, she said, adding that by 
the time she was able to see 
she found herself on fibre in 
a deserted house. 

Security forces rushed to 
the scene, carried her to 


Maa’ddi Hospital and 
began their investigation of 
the incident 

Festive firing kllk 
wedding guest 

A 24-year-old man Thurs- 
day was killed by a stray 
bullet during an incident of 
“festive firing” at a Wed-* 
ding in Karak. 

The death of the young 
man instigated a police 
investigation in order to 
find which of the guests had 
fired the bullet 

Jordanian authorities are 
trying to stop the wide- 
spread tradition of firing in 
the air at weddings which, 
according to police statis- 
tics, leaves an average of 
five dead and dozens of 
injured each year. 
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Trial of 

former 

deputy 

Abbadi 

postponed 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
trial of former parlia- 
ment deputy and police 
officer Ahmad Oweidi 
Abbadi scheduled to 
start Thursday was post- 
poned to Sept 5/because 
the lawyers and court 
judges involved in the 
case are on summer hol- 
iday. 

Also, the Court of First 
Instance, at which the./ 
case is being tried, has 
failed to call the key wife 
ness. Jihad Momani. 

The defendant is 
accused of undermining 
national unity, inciting 
people to commit crimes 
and fuelling bigotry 
through his writings in 
the local weekly tabloid, 
Shihan. 

Mr. Momani, the 
responsible editor of 
S hihan , is currently in 
Canada and could not be 
reached, according to 
newspaper officials. 

Also Thursday, 

between 400 to 500 of 
Mr. Abbadi’s supporters 
stood in front of the 
court house and shouted 
slogans in favour of Dr. 
Abbadi’s views for 
which be was arrested. 


Mideast countries to discuss 
power network linkage project 


Prime minister promises 
farmers parliamentary action 


DEIR ALDA (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti promised 
Jordan Valley farmers that 
their concerns would be 
brought up in upcoming 
parliamentary debates. 

During a visit to the Deir 
Alla region in the central 
Jordan Valley Thursday to 
meet with fanners, he 
'pledged immediate govern- 
ment attention to various 
complaints aired during 
their meeting. 

Representatives of the 
farmers, including local 
deputies and other commu- 
nity leaders, raised issues of 
heavy debts incurred by the 
farmers and combining the 
elimination of some while 
creating a manageable pay- 
ment schedule for others. 

Hie Prime Minister 
assured debate of this issue 
at the Lower House of Par- 
liament, along with issues 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

concerning the marketing 
of valley produce. 

He proposed the creation 
of two companies dealing 
with such commercial con- 
cerns. which would follow 
the example set by other 
international organisations 


in not restricting their yield 
to local or regional markets. 

The farmers’ demands 
included: the distribution of 
federally owned lands to 
local residents, the facilita- 
tion of university education 
for their children, a greater 
allocation from the Nation- 
al Aid Fundfor Jordan Val- 
ley residents who are in 
need, the reduction of elec- 
tricity and water fees, the 
management of rodents and 
other pests currently infest- 
ing the region, and, finally, 
the joint promotion of 
municipal and village coun- 
cils. 

Mr. Kabariti avowed that 
the government would 
focus on these concerns 
and that it supported those 
farmers who were diligent 
and utilised their land to 
increase food production. 

He added that he found 
the farmers’ demands rea- 


sonable, and that speedy 
measures would be taken to 
address at least 60% of 
them in the near future. 

Mr. Kabariti was accom- 
panied on the tour by the 
ministers of Public Worics 
and Housing, Health, Edu- 
cation, Social Develop- 
ment, and Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment • 

At the close of his tour, 
the Prime Minister inspect- 
ed construction work at the 
burial place of one of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s com- 
panions, Obaida Ben A1 
Jarrah. 

The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs is 
undertaking the project and 
will erect a shrine at the site 
which will include a large 
mosque at the projected 
cost of JD 4 million. 

It is due to be completed 
in 1998. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
technical committee con- 
sisting of representatives 
from Jordan and four 
other Middle Eastern 
countries Saturday will 
discuss in Damascus a 
draft of a general agree- 
ment on electricity tar- 
iffs, electrical power 
exchanges and several 
technical matters related 
toiL 

Mohammad Azzam, 
head of the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority(JEA)’s 
planning department, 
said that the committee 
members will review die 
implementation of die 
regional electricity grid 
linkage project ana hope 
to agree on the signing of 
a final draft which will 


later be endorsed by the 
heads of national elec- 
tricity institutions of 
Syria, Jordan, Iraq, 
Egypt and Turkey. 

Mr. Azzam said the 
ministers of energy in 
charge have already 
approved the implemen- 
tation of the project 

The first step will link 
the Jordanian, Syrian, 
Egyptian and Turkish 
gnds before the end of 
1997, followed by the 
Syrian and Iraqi gnds in. 
1998 and the Iraqi and 
Turkish ones by the year 
2002. 

Jordan and Egypt are 
already proceeding with 
the linkage project 
between their respective 
grids. -'* i! 


The regional project is 
being financed by the 
Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development 

Israel to join the 
national project • 

At some point Israel 
will join the regional net- 
work as Jordan and 
Israel have agreed upon 
it in the October 1994 
peace treaty. 

The two sides mean- 
while reached an agree- 
ment on a temporary 
linkage beween the net- 
works of Aqaba and Eilat 
but little progress has 
been reported so far. 


JD 112.9 m in 8 water proi N cts 
to help water shortage situation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation is carrying out 
eight irrigation projects at 
a total cost of JD 112.9 
million, according to a 
ministry source. 

One such project is a JD 
6 million scheme to 
replace the eroded parts 
of the main water pipeline 
in the northern Jordan 
Valley with iron pipes to 
prevent water loss. 

The source said, 80 per 
cent of the project costs 
will be financed by a loan 
from the Japanese Over- 
seas Aid Pond, while the 
remaining 20 per- cent 
will be covered by the 


Treasury. 

The source added that a 
JD 10 million tender for 
cleaning and maintaining 
the King Abdullah Canal 
was offered in February 
1995 to a British compa- 
ny. 

The project is partly 
financed by a grant pro- 
vided by the European 
Investment Bank (EEB). 

The project, which aims 
to store 10 million cubic 
metres (mcm) of water 
entering the canal, will be 
completed by the end of 
August 1997. 

The source added that a 
JD 23.7 million water irri- 
gation project in ; the 


northern Jordan Valley 
has been completed. 

It was designed to 
replace the traditional 
method of irrigation 
through open channels 
with pipelines to save 20 
mcm of water to irrigate a 
73-million-dunum area. 

The source said, again, 
that the Japanese Over- 
seas Aid Fund has cov- 
ered 80 per cent of the 
project’s costs, while the 
Treasury covered 20 per 
cent. 

The ministry is also 
implementing a JD 3.2 
million project aimed at 
carrying 45 mcm of 
water from tire King Talal 


Dam to Abul Zighan area 
through a 4.2-kilometre 
pipeline. 

The source said that 90 
per cent of the project’s 
cost will be covered by 
the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Devel- 
opment which granted 1 .9 
million Kuwaiti dinars 
towards financing the 
project costs. 

Other projects include 
completing the second 
phase of the Wadi Mujib 
irrigation project, which 
-will attempt to irrigate 
5,400 dunums in die 
southern Jordaji Valley. ; 


Visa stays extended for GCC visitors 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Citizens of 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries 
visiting Jordan can now 
extend their stay from the 
former limit of two weeks 
to a new term of two 
months, sources at the Min- 
istry of Interior said Friday. 

A senior public security 
department officer said any 
GCC dozen will be per- 
mitted to stay in Jordan for 
two months before report- 
ing to the authorities. 

Nationals of the GCC 
countries, which include 


the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman, are not required to 
obtain a visa to visit Jor- 
dan, the officer said. 

Meanwhile, the Qatari 
News Agency (QNA) 
reported that the Jordanian 
consulate in Tel Aviv has 
issued instructions requir- 
ing all Israelis wishing to 
obtain visas to Jordan, to 
repent in person at the con- 
sulate and not through 
tourist agencies as was 
previously permitted 

This measure is justified 
by the prindple of reri- 
prodty. 





Ptoduce exports up 
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Government moves to stem archaeobgieal pillage 


By Saad Hattar 

Agence France Presse 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
moving to curb the num- 
ber of archaeological 
thefts by residents here, 
which has soared since it 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994.. 

Israelis are apparently 
more interested in pur- 
chasing relics than other 
tourists and wilting to pay 
more for them. 

The “higher demand for 
relics has sent prices soar- 
ing and (so) stealing 
' increased following the 
peace treaty with Israel ” 
Minister of Tourism Saleh 
Isheidat- said “After the 
—opening of border cross- 
ings with Israel, demand 
from visitors and tourists 
from the Hebrew state for 
artifacts found in Jordan- 
ian territories was high,” 
the minister said 

The Israelis bad more 
money to spend according 
to Dr. Lrsheidat, who 
added that “they took 
advantage of higher living 
standards and cost of liv- - 
mg in Israel.” 

Officials are growing 
increasingly concerned 
with what they see as 
antiquities thieves 

encroaching on Jordan’s 
h uman and national her- 
itage. That heritage 
includes 100,000 relics, 
the ancient rose-hued 

Nabataean city of Petra, 
carved in the second cen- 
tury BC, and the remains 
of the Decapolis in Jordan 
— nine Greco-Roman 
cities from the first centu- 
ry AD, including the 
Gerasa site of today's 
Jerash, Gidara at Um 
Quais and PeDa at Iibid 

Scores of thieves have 
been rounded up by police 
in a nationwide crackdown 
aimed at preserving arti- 
facts in Jordan’s “open air 
museum.” 

The government is 
cracking down on rings of 
thieves and on amateur 
archaeologists, stiffening 
the enforcement of the 
penal code and increasing 
the number of guards at 


archaeological sites from 
the current 290. 

Dr. Irsbeidat was not 
able to provide the value 
of the stolen relics, but 
said there have been 
dozens of arrests for 
archaeological thefts. 

But the thievery became 
so rampant that His 
Majesty King Hussein, in 
his speech to the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti in 
February condemned the 
“stealing (of) the country’s 
heritage.” 

Khaled, an amateur 
archaeologist, said scores 
of Jordanians have “taken 
up tbe quest of unearthing 
ancient treasures” from 
tbe~HeUepistic~ager to -the - 
O ttoman. 

“Illegal findings are usu- 
ally sold on the black mar- 
ket at prices ranging from 
one dollar for Old Testa- 
ment coins to thousands of 
dollars for columns' stone 
crowns and ancient ceme- 
tery gates," [mainly from 
Greco-Roman - cities], 
Khaled added. 

• ^Tomb • diggers” ■ use 
high-tech metal detectors, 
which are banned in Jor- 
dan, black magic, fairy 
tales and stories handed 
down from the eldexly to 
locate sites rich in archae- 
ological finds. 

In one case thieves 
removed part of fee 
Ottoman railway track in 
search of treasure believed 
to have been buried by the 
retreating Ottoman army 
at the turn of the century. 

- Three years ago, a band 
of thieves removed a 
mosaic floor from a desert 
castle dating back to the 
Umayyad dynasty (660 to 
750 AD). 

The thieves were later 
arrested and the mosaic 
tiles painstakingly 
restored to its original 
location. 

Thousands of ancient 
artifacts have become part 
of private collections in 
Jordanian homes, and the 
government is seeking to 
register them. 

“We will not retrieve any 
of tbe private collection 
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Police mid Antiquities Department officials look over a cache of stolen ancient pottery 
and other relics retrieved during a raid (file photo) 


relics, except those needed 
for archaeological restora- 
tion” Dr. lrsheidat said. 
“And we will compensate 


their owners.” 

Jordan is also seeking 
the return of some of its 
finest relics from abroad. 


such as the facade of A1 
Mushatta Palace which is 
now housed at Berlin's 
Pergamun Museum. 










4 World News 


Chechens rebels driven from 


Grozny government building 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian forces 
drove out rebels holding the pro- 
Moscow Chechen administration 
headquarters in Grozny Friday, while 
Russian soldiers were reported to have 
knifed 18 civilians to death at random ■■ 
to the north of the capital. 

Russian forces expelled the rebels 
from a government building in Grozny 
and rescued 20 Russian journalists 
trapped in an official residence during 
fighting, Interfax News Agency re- 
ported, quoting the Russian command. 

Meanwhile, separatist sources said 
Russian troops knifed 18 men to death 
after randomly stopping cars in the 
north of Chechenya. 

In the Chechen capital, an AFP cor- 
respondent on the scene said severe 
fighting had intensified around the 
government headquarters, symbol of 
Russian power in the city, just before 
5:00 p.m. (1300 GMT) the Russian 
command said its troops had driven 
rebel fighters from Interior Ministry 
and Security Services (former KGB) 
buildings. Russian heliicopter gun- 
ships blasted the area relentlessly. 

Rebels were retreating to the central 
market and ihe railway station, a few 
hundred metres away, they added. 

According to Chechen sources, the 
alleged massacre of Chechen civilians 
occurred Thursday evening at the vil- 
lage of Komsoraolskoye in the north- 
east of the southern Russian republic. 

The radio station Moscow Echo 
quoted the separatist spokesman Mov- 
ladi Udugov and Interfax agency quot- 
ed an unidentified Chechen source as 
saying three Russian helicopters had 
landed, soldiers had alighted and 
stopped passing cars, forcing the pas- 
sengers out and killing the 18 male 
victims. 

The report could not immediately be 
confirmed independently. 

Mr. Udugov was quoted as saying 
many of the people travelling near 
Komsomolskoye have been fleeing 
Gudennes, where separatists have 
seized the local Russian military head- 
quarters and where fighting is said to 
be taking place. 

Russian “‘Speisnaz" Special Forces 
evacuated 20 Russian journalists who 


had been stranded inside an official 
building since the beginning of the lat- 
est rebel offensive Tuesday. 

The Chechen separatists said early 
Friday they captured the pro-Moscow 
administration building in the centre 
of the Chechen capital. 

ITAR-TASS quoted the Russian 
command as saying relieving forces 
had finally reached the besieged Rus- 
sian units at the government headquar- 
ters at 4:20 p.m.. (1220 GMT). 

The source was quoted as saying the 
relief column from the south had to 
“proceed slowly, taking back territory 
from the separatists inch by inch.” 

TASS reported that further Russian 
units were moving towards the centre 
from the western suburb of Zavod- 
skoy. while a unit of Interior Ministry 
special assault troops bad succeeded in 
linking up with encircled troops in the 
northwest Staroprorayslovsky district 
of the Chechen capital. 

Interior Ministry Forces Command 
said that in the space two days bet- 
ween 250 and 270 rebel fighters had 
been killed. 

Interfax later said the 20 Russian 
journalists were still trapped in the 
Grozny building late Friday, contrary 
to claims by the Russian command. 

A correspondent for Radio Russia, 
who is the only journalist to be able to 
use a cellular phone, denied the state- 
ment by the Russian command and 
said journalists and civilians employed 
by the government hotel continued to 
be holed up in the cellar of the build- 
ing. 

Chechen forces were reported to be 
attacking army positions at Grozny's 
civilian airport, one of the two key 
bases for Russian troops in the area. 

A Russian staff headquarters officer 
admitted earlier that the situation in 
grozny was “totally out of control,” 
and that 7,000 troops were trapped by 
the rebels. 

He said Russian “units blocked in 
Grozny are not even trying to attack 
the separatists, limiting themselves to 
passive defence.” 

Chechen rebels meanwhile admitted 
they had been forced to suspend an 
assault on the Federal Security Service 


Headquarters in the centre after Rus- 
sian armour broke through to reinforce 
beleaguered federal forces there, a 
Chechen spokesman told Interfax. 

Three tanks took up position near the 
besieged building and blasted rebel 
positions, forcing separatists to pull 
back 50 to 70 metres and halt their 
operation to take the building, where 
Russian troops earlier rejected a sur- 
render offer. 

The Chechens said they had des- 
troyed two other tanks trying to relieve 
the building. 

Konstantin Pulikovsky. the Russian 
commander in Chechenya, said the sit- 
uation in Grozny “is difficult but not 
out of control." 

Sergei Slipchenko, spokesman for a 
Russian Commission on the Chechen 
Crisis, said separatist fighters bad 
attacked Grozny's civilian airport with 
automatic weapons and grenade 
launchers, Interfax reported. 

Interfax meanwhile cited the 
Russian military command saying 120 
troops bad been killed and another 400 
injured since fighting began early 
Tuesday. Around 50 others were 
reported missing. 

The upsurge in violence has left 
Russian forces in disarray on the day 
Boris Yeltsin was sworn in at the 
Kremlin for a second term as presi- 
dent 

ITAR-TASS said 59 Federal Securi- 
ty Service (former KGB) personnel 
had been killed, and that 30 civilians 
had been wounded and an unknown 
number killed. 

Grozny's northern and northwest 
quarters were struck with mortars and 
bombs overnight as fighting intensi- 
fied on a road apparently to be used by 
a Russian column of reinforcements. 

The fighting began at dawn Tuesday 
when Chechen rebels mounted a 
suprise offensive in Grozny as well as 
Argun and Gudennes. 

More than 40,000 people have been 
killed since Russian soldiers marched 
into the breakaway Caucasus republic 
in late 1994 to quell a three-year inde- 
pendence, drive. 


Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge _ S. African 


orders 2 commanders’ direst 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodia's rebel Khmer 
Rouge radio Friday broad- 
cast orders for the arrest and 
trial of two commanders 
said to have defected to the 

f overaraent along with 
,000 of their men. 

An announcer on the 
■guerrilla movement’s clan- 
destine radio said Khmer 
Rouge Supreme Command 
had ordered the arrest and 
military trial of Sok Pheap 
and Mir (Ei) Chien in north- 
west Cambodia. 

Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said Thursday the 
two commanders of the re- 
bels' key Phnom Malai and 
Pailin zones in western 
Cambodia had defected 
along with 3,000 support- 
ers. 

Hun. Sen made the an- 
nouncement hours after the 
Khmer Rouge, broadcast an 
unprecedented attack on 
one of its top leaders, for- 
mer Khmer Rouge Foreign 
Minister Ieng Sary, accus- 
ing him of treachery and 
calling for his destruction. 

The radio broadcast was a 
clear sign the guerrilla fac- 
tion was suffering its most 
serious split since its ouster 
from power in 1979, ana- 
lysts said. 

Hun Sen told reporters 
Friday that everything was 
going well. This territory 
(Phnom Malai and Pailin) is 



Ieng Sary, former right 
band man of Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot, 
seen in this picture taken 
at the guerrilla's base of 
Pailin. (Reuter photo) 


the territory of Cambodia 
...the people of the royal 
government are there.” 

Information Minister Ieng 
Mouly told Reuters he 
believed Ieng Sary, a former 
brother in law of shadowy 
Khmer Rouge leader Pol 
Pot. was tiying to break 
away from Khmer Rouge 
hardliners. 

“Ieng Sary is now taking 
steps to separate himself 
from the Khmer Rouge 
hardliners and trying to find 
a way to stand as an inde- 
pendent group from Pol 
Pot," he said. 

Thai intelligence sources 
and diplomats in Phnom 
Penh said negotiations bet- 
ween Phnom Penh and a 



“moderate” Khmer Rouge 
faction, including the two 
field commanders and Ieng 
Sary. appeared to have been 
under way for some time 
although a final agreement 
had not been reached. 

“The last information I 
got this morning was that 
negotiations are in prog- 
ress." said a Phnom Penh- 
based diplomat. 

He said there was wide- 
spread speculation that the 
rebel radio attack on Ieng 
Sary had forced the govern- 
ment's hand and led to Hun 
Sen’s early announcement 
of the defections. 

“We heard that negotia- 
tions were under way but 
these guys have not yet 
made a decision,*’ a Thai 
source said. 

According to reports rea- 
ching the Thai-Cambodian 
border the situation in Pailin 
was tense Friday with the 
moderates preparing for an 
attack by hardliners. 

Hun Sen said Thursday he 
had ordered the armed for- 
ces to prepare to repel any 
attacks by the hardliners on 
Pailin or Phnom Malai. 

Sok Peap, one of the two 
rebel commanders Hun Sen 
said had switched sides, 
denied at his Phnom Malai 
stonghold near the Thai bor- 
der late Thursday he had 
defected but said he and 
other officers, under Ieng 
Sary's leadership, wanted to 
talk peace with the govern- 
ment. 


intensify 
search for 
tourists 


Khmer Rouge Commander of Division 415, Chien, seen 
in this file picture during an interview with Reuters at 
his base in Pailin. Chien and Sok Peap with about 3,000 
of their forces Thursday left the Khmer Rouge faction 
and joined the government, said Hun Sen, co-Prime 
Minister of the Phnom Penh government (Reuter 
photo) 


A Khmer Rouge officer 
with Sok Peap said they did 
not want to be led by “hard- 
liners” including the 
group’s nominal leader. 
Khieu Samphan, and mili- 
tary chief. Son Sen. 

Hun Sen and his co- 
defence minister. Tea Banh, 
said Thursday that the de- 
fections of the two field 
commanders followed two 
months of negotiations. The 
two had agreed to switch 
sides, but they and their 
men 'remained in their 
bases. 

Khmer Rouge watchers 
said Thursday’s vitriolic 
Khmer Rouge radio attack 
on Ieng Sary appeared to 
indicate an irreversible split 
in the group. 

“It looks like a turning 
point in the history of the 
Khmer Rouge," a Western 
diplomat said. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Police intensified a 
search Friday morning for 
three British tourists, earli- 
er believed to be diplomats, 
who were abducted over- 
night by car hijackers 
shortly after they arrived in 
South Africa, reports here 
said. 

The three men arrived at 
Johannesburg International 
Airport around 8.45 p.m. 
(1845 GMT) and were en 
route to their hotel in the 
north of the city when their 
tour minibus was stopped 
under a bridge on a major 
freeway. 

“Five men jumped out on 
to the road and ordered the 
driver out of the minibus. 
They got into the vehicle and 
drove in the direction of 
Alexandra township,” police 
spokesman Deoo Peens said. 

Neither the visitors nor the 
vehicle had been found by 
Friday morning, Mr. Peens 
told Johannesburg's 702 
Talk Radio, adding that extra 
ground and helicopter search 
teams had been deployed 
since daybreak. 

Alexandra, a densely pop- 
ulated shantytown and low 
cost housing district near the 
high-income, suburb of 
Sandton. is widely regarded 
as a haven for car hijackers. 

Earlier. Janusch Lyczyn- 
ski, the owner of chauffer 
driven tours, said his compa- 
ny had been contracted to 
take three men, believed 
diplomats, to their hotel. 

However. Mr. Peens said 
later the men were not diplo- 
mats, but were British 
tourists whose full identities 
were not known. 

Mr. Lyczynski said he 
believed they had arrived in 
South Africa through Cape 
Town earlier in the day and 
caught a connecting flight to 
Johannesburg. 

“I am very worried about 
the passengers,” Mr. 
Lyczynski said. “When a 
vehicle is hijacked I cannot 
cry too much, but I cannot 
replace people,” he said. 
“What must they think of 
our country?” 
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Rescue workers attend the scene of crash between a packed commuter train and a 
freight train in north London Thursday. At least one person was killed and over 80 
injured in the rush-hour collision (Reuter photo) 


1 killed, 66 hurt in British train crash 


WATFORD, England (R) 
— A woman died and 66 
people were injured Thurs- 
day when a commuter train 
crashed into an empty train 
travelling in the opposite 
direction northwest of 


London, police said. 

Snmp. h nncsp.ncn 


Some 2-3 passengers had 
to be released by firemen 
who used cutting gear, se- 
nior fire officer Steve sea- 
vers told a news conference. 

They had been travelling 
in the front carriage of the 
train which was turned over 
by the force of the impact 
and which ended up beneath 
a section of the second car- 


nage. 

The engines of both trains 
also lay on their sides on top 
of an embankment after the 
accident, but the two drivers 
were not seriously hurt. 

Some 400 people had 
been travelling on the com- 
muter train, mostly return- 
ing home after a day’s work 
in the capital. 

Police said only a small 
number of the injured were 
seriously hurt. Most were 
treated at the Watford Hos- 
pital north-west of London 
and near the crash site, 
although one had to be 
flown to a specialist London 
hospital by helicopter. • 

The accident occurred in 
the middle of the rush hour 
just before 5.30 pra (1630 
GMT) near the busy Wat- 
ford Junction. 

The commuter train had 
left London's Euston Sta- 
tion, one of the capital’s 
main termini, some 24 min- 
utes before the collision 
occurred. It was providing a 
local service to Milton 
Keynes some 80 kilometres 
north of London. 

It was operated by North 
London Railways, one of 
the new private companies 
which have recently taken 



Rescue workers attend the scene of a crash between a 
packed commuter train and a freight train in north 
London Thursday (Reuter photo) 


over providing rail services 
in Britain from state-owned 
British Rail. 

The company's commer- 
cial director Bryan Leaker 
said the empty train, which 
had been heading back to 
Euston, had been moving 
from one track to another 
when the accident occurred. 

He said it was too soon to 
speculate on the cause of 
the crash. “All our efforts 
are fixed on the families and 
assisting the injured.” he 
said. 

The accident occurred on 
a railway embankment in a 


residential area. It meant the 
closure of the main line 
between London and the 
central English city- of 
Birmingham. 

Margaret Keenan, a 14- 
year-old girl who was walk- 
ing across a local park when 
the accident occurred, said: 
“I could see one train com- 


ing up the line towards 
Watford. Suddenly there 


Watford. Suddenly there 
was the most enormous 
bang and crash. 

“There was a scraping 
sound and one carriage just 
turned on its side at the top 
of the embankment.” 


U.S. tries to break stalemate 


over election of U.N.chief 


UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United States is 
seeking to break a stalemate 
over the reelection of Bout- 
ros Ghali. but faces Security 
Council resistance to its 
attempt to unseat the U.N. 
secretary-general. 

Despite a U.S. campaign 
to get the issue before the 
Security Council, which 
casts the decisive vote on 
the secretary-general's 
mandate, council diplomats 
say it is unlikely that the 
process will reach a critical 
stage before the U.S. elec- 
tions in November. 

Armed with a statement 
from -U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, U.S. 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright marched into a 
meeting of the Council’s 
Non-Aligned members ear- 
lier this week to repeat that 
Washington's decision to 
oppose the Egyptian’s 
reelection was irrevocable. 

She stressed that, contrary 
to what some of them might 
think, there was no chance 
that the Clinton administra- 
tion would consider a com- 
promise after the presiden- 
tial election, to enable the 
73-year old secretary-gen- 
eral to remain in the job. 

But diplomats said that 
she ran into a roadblock 
notably from Egypt, which 
informed her that Dr. Ghali 
had the support of the Arab 
League and that in any case 
his mandate did not run out 
until the end of December. 

The Non-Aligned council 
members are Botswana, 
Chile, Egypt, Guinea-Bis- 


sau, Honduras and Indo- 
nesia. The two African 
members say they are 
bound by an Organisation 
of African Unity endorse- 
ment of Dr. Ghali. 

Of the five permanent 
council members, China. 
France and Russia have 
lined up behind Dr. Ghali. 
while the British govern- 
ment sits on the fence, say- 
ing that he has “performed 
honorably.” 

The situation has been 
stalemated since Dr. Ghali 
announced in June that he 
would seek a second term, 
despite a U.S. threat to veto 
his candidacy. 

The Americans have gone 
onto the offensive in the last 
two weeks, with Ms. Al- 
bright insisting at an earlier 
meeting with the Non- 
Aligned that the U.S. posi- 
tion would not change and 
that the council should bow 
to the inevitable. 

Her spokesman James 
Rubin, in a parting shot 
before leaving to work for 
the Clinton campaign, 
warned that Washington 
would not tolerate any U.N. 
staff or funds being diverted 
for Dr. Ghali ’s reelection. 

Mr. Christopher explained 
on July 31 to the House 
International Relations 
Committee that Washington 
wanted a new sepretary- 
general to mobilise U.S. 
support for the United Na- 
tions, and to boost U.N. 
reform efforts. 

Democratic Congressman 
Lee Hamilton informed the 
secretary of state at the 


same meeting that congress, 
for its part, would ~only 
agree to pay arrears to the 
world body on condition 
that Dr. Ghali stepped aside. 

Dr. Ghali. meanwhile, “is 
playing dead,” as one diplo- 
mat put it. He is “above the 
fray," said another. 

But his spokeswoman, 
Sylvana Foa. believes that 
he will not withdraw his 
candidacy, “he likes a good, 
fight," she said. 

One Security Council 
envoy said that Dr. Ghali's 
refusal to step down could 
serve the secretary-gener- 
al s purpose, by preventing 
any other candidates from 
stepping forward until the 
last minute. 

And supporters such as 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak are also taking up 
his cause — directly witfe 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
during white house talks 
Iasi week, according to 
U.N. diplomats. 

A U.S. official said the 
Clinton administration 
believed “it is time to start 
deciding what procedures 
are needed to elect a new 
secretary-general,” in order 
to ensure that the best alter- 
native candidate could be 
found. 

Security Council Presi- 
dent Tono Eitel, of Germa- 
ny. agreed Wednesday to 
sound out his council col- 
leagues bilaterally on an 
informal basis, and is to 
report back on whether they 
feel the time is ripe to hold 
such a discussion. 


German-made 
Battle of Britain 
mug irks veterans 


Retired professor 
in sex videos 
arrested 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian police found 117 
video recordings of a 74- 
year-old retired law profes- 
sor having sex with prosti- 
tutes when they arrested 
him ou drug dealing char- 
ges. a police spokesman , 
said. The spokesman said# 
police found 117 sex vi- 
deos, as well as 92 photo- 
graphs of naked women 
taken in the professor's 
apartment and three small 
packages of marijuana 
when they arrested Albino 
Nogueira De Faria Wed- 
nesday. Police also arrested 
Prof. * Faria's lodger 
Jacqueline Da Silva, 20, 
who confirmed that Faria 
paid prostitutes to let them- 
selves be filmed while hav- 
ing sex with him. 


Pentagon says 
Pepsi suit plaintiff 
*. cannot win jet 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
young man suing Pepsico 
Inc. to win a Harrier fighter 
jet will not get the plane 
even if he wins the lawsuit 
because they are not sold to 
the public, the Pentagon 
said. Spokesman Ken Ba -A 
con said the plane, which” 
can lift straight up and then 
fly forward, would be quite 
expens, ve for John Leo- 
nard of Lynnwood. Wa- 
shington, to operate any- 
way because it uses seven 
to 1 1 gallons of fuel a mi- 
nute. Leonard. 21, sued 
Pepsi claiming he and his 
partners accumulated the 
seven million “Pepsi 
points” the soft drink com- 
pany said in a television ad 
would be needed to win dje 
fighter plane. 


Bid for elephant 
dung kills Nigerian 


LAGOS (R) — A 60-year- 
old man trying to collect 
the fresh dung of an ele- 
phant ended up being tram- 
pled to death by the animal , 
the news agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reported. The beast 
injured five other people, 
two of them seriously, 
before it was shot dead by 
soldiers. NAN said the 
dead man believed the^ 
fresh elephant dung coul#* 
be used to make traditional 
medicine. The incident 
took place last month in the 
remote village of Bokkos 
in northeastern Nigeria. 


Exploding beer 
bottles injure 15 in 
China 


BEUING (R) — In China, 
drinking beer could be haz- 
ardous to your health. At 
least 15 people were 
injured and four disabled 
by exploding beer bottles 
in 11 Chinese provinces 
and cities in the second half 
of 1996, the economic 
daily said. Consumer foun- 
dations in the regions 
recorded 147 accidents 
involving faulty consumer 
products between April and 
June, in which 16 people Jl 
were killed, 163 injured 
and 10 disabled, the news- 
paper said. The accidents 
caused property losses 
worth 18.95 milli on yuan 
($2.28 million), it said 


f 
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LONDON (R) — A tan- 
kard commemorating the 
Battle of Britain has run 
into flak from former 
World War II Royal Air 
Force (RAF) fighter pilots, 
because it was made in 
Germany. British company 
Crestley Collections from 

Staffordshire, central Eng- 
land. is offering the tankard 
in its mail order catalogue 
for £34.99 ($54). Members 
of the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association who 
sent off for it admired its 
RAF crest and the picture 
of a Spitfire, the plane# 
which became a symbol of 
Britain’s resistance to Hit- 
ler in the dark days of 
1940. Then they discov- 
ered it was not made in the 
pottery-making capital of 
England, Staffordshire’s 
Stoke-On-Trent, but in the 
German town of Hill- 
scheid, the Daily Mail re- 
ported. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — New evidence 
of a possible life form on a meteorite 
from Mars bas fired the imaginations of 
Americans who have long held a fascina- 
tion for visitors from outer space. 

Suddenly and for the first time, the pos- 
sibility of life outside our planet is being 
' officially and seriously discussed, noted 
an editorial in USA Today. 

The U.S. talk shows have been having a 
field day with the hot topic, hosting UFO 
experts, former astronauts and ecc- 
centrics of all kinds. 

President Bill Clinton raised the profile 
of the discovery* when he declared that if 
the find by NASA is confirmed, it would 
be “one of the most stunning insights into 
our universe that science has ever uncov- 
ered.” 

Re also said a special “space summit” 
would be convened at the White House 
later this year to look at how the United 
States should follow up on the discovery. 

From there, the conclusion that we are 
not alone is a small leap, particularly 
given that 48 per cent of Americans 
believe UFOs are real, according to a 
recent survey By Newsweek magazine. 

Mars occupies a particularly popular 
place in the American psyche, reflecting 
above all a fear of invaders from another 
world — as was revealed by the panic 
created when in 1938, Orson Wells nar- 
rated a fake radio broadcast of an 


extraterrestrial invasion. 

The fascination with all things extra- 
terrestrial was futher fneled about 10 
years later, when in Roswell, New Mexi- 
co, an official memo dated July 8, 1947 
announced the discovery of a wrecked 
flying saucer. 

The air force hours later declared the 
memo an error, explaining that it was 
merely a downed weather balloon. Bat 
many Americans believe the government 
was lying to cover up the discovery. 

Life in outer space is a theme long pop- 
ular in the United States, as evidenced by 
the huge popularity of such films as E.T. 
and Close Encounters Of The Third 
Kind. 

That interest has again taken off in die 
last few months. The most obvious mani- 
festation is the extraordinarily successful 
film Independence Day, in which nefari- 
ous aliens plot to take over Earth, blow- 
ing up the White House in the process. 

On the TV screens, meanwhile, the 
thirst for extra-terrestrial encounters is 
being fulfilled by the X-Files and other 
series dealing with aliens and paranor- 
mal happenings. 

As science fiction writer Arthur C. 
Clarke, author of 2001: A Space Odyssey, 
wrote: “Two possibilities exist: Either we 
are alone in the universe or we are not. 
Both are equally terrifying.” 
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PARIS (R) — The parents 
of three young victims of 
last month’s TWA Flight 
800 disaster have filed a 
lawsuit in France seeking to 
force U.S. investigators to 
disclose more about their 
findings, their lawyers said 
Friday. 

The parents of Alexandre 
Estival, 16. Anne Lyse, 17. 
and Noemie Richter, 1 5, all 
of Vlc-Le-Comte in central 
France, filed the suit with 
the Paris public prosecutor 
Thursday, a spokesman for 
the attorneys said. 

Filed against unnamed 
defendants, the suit seeks a 
French investigation into 
the causes of the crash in 
addition to the probe being 
conducted by the United 
States. 

In a letter to Justice Mi- 
nister Jacques Toubon seek- 
ing his support for their suit. 
<!j£he attorneys said the con- 
tradictory information is- 
sued concerning the cause 
of the disaster had caused 
the parents “immense pain.” 

The parents “legitimately 
desire that light be shed on 
the causes of the disaster, 
and that this be pursued 
within the framework of a 
judicial investigation con- 
ducted on French soil." the 
attorneys said. 

They argued the French 
justice system had jurisdic- 
tion over any crime com- 
mitted against a French citi- 
zen aboard an aircraft, 
regardless of where the air- 
craft was registered. 

The Justice Ministry and 
the Paris public prosecu- 
tor’s office had no immedi- 
ate comment. 

TWA Right S00 exploded 
and plunged into the Atlan- 
A tic 11 1/2 minutes after Ink- 
ling off from New York’s 
s John F. Kennedy Internatio- 
nal Airport on July 17, en 
route to Paris. 

All 230 passengers and 
crew were killed, including 
42 French dead. 


Investigators say the crash 
could have been caused by a 
bomb, a missile or a me- 
chanical fault but a defini- 
tive conclusion has not been 
made due to a lack of con- 
clusive physical evidence. 

A week after the crash, 
about 20 relatives of the 
French victims held an 
impromptu news confer- 
ence in New York to com- 
plain they were being given 
inadequate information and 
to urge France to join the 
investigation. 

But the French authorities 
have said they were satis- 
fied with the U.S. conduct 
of the crash probe. 

Meanwhile, the centre of 
the TWA jetliner that ex- 
ploded in mid-air without 
warning was of primary 
interest to investigators and 
aviation experts would 
reconstruct that part first, 
officials said Thursday. 

More pieces of the air- 
craft. lying 35 metres un- 
derwater off Long Island, 
New York, were recovered 
during the day and one 
more body was also found, 
bringing the number of vic- 
tims retrieved to 196 out of 
230 killed in the disaster, 
officials told reporters. 

Robert Francis, vice 
chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) spearhead- 
ing the probe into what 
caused the tragedy along 
with the FBI, said the first 
piece of the Boeing 747 that 
would be rebuilt in an old 
aircraft factory hangar was 
S metres wide and 1 2 
metres long. 

“This would extend from 
the aft end of the forward 
fuselage back toward the 
rear of the wings, Mr. 
Francis said. . . . . 

-This is based on an lmnal 
indication of what they re 
interested in. Initially, mat 
centre part of the- aircraft is 
the focus of interest." 

TWA Flight 800 exploded 


in a fireball and plunged 
into the Atlantic 111/2 min- 
utes after taking off from 
New York’s John F. Ken- 
nedy International Airport 
on July 1 7, en route to Paris. 
All 230 passengers and 
crew were killed. 

Some investigators have 
said the explosion occuired 
in the front of the plane. 
They said the aircraft broke 
apart and that the front sec- 
tion. including the cockpit 
and first-class cabin, came 
off first. The front wreckage 
has been found closer to 
Kennedy Airport than the 
rest of the debris. 

A definitive conclusion 
about the cause of the crash 
has not been made because 
investigators have not 
found physical evidence — 
such as chemical residue 
from explosives — on air- 
craft pieces or the bodies 
recovered so far. 

They have been working 
on three prevailing theories 
that a bomb, a missile or ca- 
tastrophic mechanical fault 
brought down the aircraft 
without warning at 4,176 
metres. 

Lead FBI investigator 
James Knllstrom reiterated 
that all three theories were 
still viable and he said 
sternly, ‘It’s not a game 
we’re playing, we just don't 
know, we don’t have 
enough of the aircraft to 
know with any certainty.” 

After the daily media 
briefing, Mr. Kallstrora 
said, “we have to have 
proof beyond reasonable 
doubt that it was a criminal 
act ... We’re not going to 
stand up in front of the 
United States people or the 
people of the world and say 
this is a criminal event until 
we can meet that legal 
threshold." 

Only 30 per cent of the 
plane had been retrieved 
from the dark waters of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
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Burundi 


defiant as 
Rwanda 


joins 

sanctions 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 
Rwanda said Friday it was 
cutting road and air links 
with Burundi but Burun- 
di's military ruler said he 
was ready for all conse- 
quences of his coup despite 
the tightening noose of 
sanctions. 

Rwanda's Tutsi-led gov- 
ernment said it was sus- 
pending all road and air 
links with Burundi in line 
with a decision by east and 
central African leaders on 
sanctions to force a return 
to civilian rule. 

The 1 decision by Burun- 
di's ‘northern neighbour 
mearit the only neighbour- 
ing state not to impose 
sanctions was Zaire, which 
officially closed its bordeT 
with Burundi earlier this 
year to block refugees. 

“We did this (coup) be- 
cause we decided to say no 
to genocide in our country 
and we are ready to face all 
the consequences," retired 
army Major Pietrc Buyoya 
told reporters in Bujum- 
bura. 

He repeated earlier pro- 
mises to stop the three-year 
ethnic war between his 
Tutsi-dominated army and 
rebels of the Hutu majority 
and said he was ready for 
dialogue to promote peace. 

To bring peace to our 
country, we are ready for a 
dialogue if armed groups 
surrender their weapons 
and if they denounce their 
ideology of genocide and 
extermination,” Maj. Bu- 
yoya said. 

The Hutu rebels have 
vowed to topple him and 
the army by force and re- 
fuse to surrender their wea- 
pons before any talks. 

Officials at state-run Air 
Burundi said a flight from 
Bujumbura to Rwanda’s 
capital Kigali would go 
ahead as scheduled later 
Friday as they had received 
no notification to the con- 
trary from Rwanda. 

Maj. Buyoya and the 
Tutsi-dominated army top- 
pled Hutu President Syl- 
vestre Ntibantunganya, 
who has been holed up in 
the U.S. Ambassador’s res- 
idence in Bujumbura since 
shortly before the coup last 
month. * 

The economic blockade 
by Tanzania, Kenya, Ugan- 
da, Ethiopia, Cameroon 
and Rwanda is biting inc- 
reasingly hard in Bujum- 
bura- 

Some petrol stations 
have run out of fuel, prices 
of imported consumer 
goods and food have start- 
ed climbing and fears of a 
hard currency shortage 
have fuelled a flight into 
dollars. 

Burundi imports all its 
fuel and relies for 90 per 
cent of its revenues on cof- 
fee and tea exports, which 
are now blocked. 

Economists say Burun- 
dians can survive sanctions 
for several months as they 
grow their own food in 
their landlocked country. 




Rescuers maintain search for 


more flood victims in Spain 


BIESCAS, Spain (AFP) — 
Rescuers Friday searched 
for more victims of die 
flood disaster at a campsite 
in this Spanish Pyrenees 
town in which at least 70 
people died, as controversy 
grew over safety conditions 
in the area. 

Regional authorities said 
the number of missing 
could be as high as 40. But 
they added that a precise 
number was difficult to es- 
tablish because it was not 
known how many cars had 
been swept away while 
travelling along the road be- 
side the Las Nieves camp- 
site. 

The valley was devastated 
by the flash floods Wed- 
nesday evening. 

The number of victims 
will certainly rise as the 
search operation proceeds 
Friday," said Justice Minis- 
ter Maragarita Maricsal, 
who surveyed the area 
Thursday. 

Officials said the campsite 
located at the foot of a 
mountain in Huesca pro- 
vince was crowded with 
between 630 to 660 vaca- 
tioners, most of them Spa- 
niards, when a torrent of 
mud and rocks caused by 
flash floods swept through 
washing away everything in 
site. 

They said there were 
about 40 foreigners at the 
site, mainly from Belgium, 
France, Germany and the 
Netherlands. 

Rescuers said several bod- 
ies had been located near a 
dam on the Gallego River, 
downstream from die camp. 

Army soldiers joined the 
rescue operations which 
were focussing on the banks 
of the Gallego River where 
bodies could have washed 
up. as well as several bar- 
rages along the river. 

“We are doing everything 



Firemen puB out a victim from water and mud after a torrent of mud and rock swept 
over a crowded family campsite in tbe Spanish Pyrenees city of Biescas (Reuter 
photo) 


we can but we obviously 
have no more hope of find- 
ing survivors," said General 
Luis Palaccio, head of the 
Mountain Brigade based in 
the town of Jaca, near 
Biescas. 

Some of his men joined 
hundreds of rescuers Friday 
morning in combing the 
region. while divers 
searched the bed of the Gal- 
lego for more bodies. 

Of the 63 bodies recov- 
ered, all but 10 have been 
identified, officials said. 
Among them are two for- 
eign nationals, Amaya Min- 
go Aimendaiiz from France 
and Dutch national L.A.A. 
Platjo Kuijpers. 

The Dutch consulate in 
Barcelona added that four 


members of a Dutch family 
had also died. 

Among the 150 injured, 
about 60 remained hospi- 
talised Friday. 

‘The 40 people we have 
hospitalised here in Jaca 
have all lost at least one 
member of their family.” 
said an army official. 

Meanwhile a controversy 
was growing in Spain Fri- 
day over security conditions 
at the campsite. 

Several newspapers said 
local authorities had no 
business allowing a camp- 
site to open in such a “dan- 
gerous zone" located at the 
foot of a mountain and near 
a river and a torrent that 
swelled up following the 
torrential rains and sparked 


the flash floods. 

The daily El Mundo ad- 
ded that the weather service 
had warned of heavy rain in 
the region Wednesday, 
which should have prompt- 
ed authorities to issue a 


warning. 

“This was a catastrophe in 
the making.” said Francisco 
Ayala, an official with the 
Institute of Technology and 
Geology, pointing out that 
the campsite was located in 
a narrow valley and in a 
region likely to’ experience 
flooding. 

Authorities responded to 
the criticism saying they 
had taken all the necessary 
precautions and insisting 
that security was proper at 
the site. 


Sri Lankan rebels blast Philippine ship 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil guerrillas Friday at- 
tacked a Japan-bound for- 
eign merchant vessel in Sri 
Lanka and killed eight more 
soldiers while calling for 
international help to end 
fighting, officials said. 

The Philippine-registered 
M. V. Princess Wave was 
loading a cargo of ilmenite 
at die mineral sands factory 
in tbe northeastern port 
town of Pulmoddai when it 
was attacked, shipping offi- 
cials said. 

They said the 21 Filipino 
crew were unhurt but seven 
local dock workers were 
wounded in the explosion 
which blew a hole in the 
20,000-tonne vessel, local 
officials at the nearby port 
town of Trincomalee said. 

The Sri T .ankan Navy 
rushed gunboats to the area 
and were helping tow the 
crippled cargo ship to Trin- 
comalee, 257 kilometres 
northeast of here, for re- 
pairs, officials said. 

The Defence Ministry 
said the Tigers used an un- 
derwater explosive device 
to attack the ship which had 
been loaded with about 
13,000 tonnes of ilmenite 


for a Japanese consignee. 

The separatist Liberation 
T igers of .Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) overran a military 
garrison at Mullaitivu. fur- 
ther north of the mineral 
sands facility at Pulmoddai 
last month, and killed some 
UOO government soldiers. 

Shortly after the attack. 
Tigers ambushed an army 
patrol in Trincomalee. 
killing eight soldiers and 
wounding six others for the 
loss of at least one of their 
own fighters, officials said. 

The stepped up violence 
came as tbe Tigers called 
for international help to end 
a military onslaught against 
their political headquarters 
at the northern town of 
Kilinochchi and said some 
200.000 civilians were fac- 


nochchi where Tiger fight- 
ers have put up stiff resis- 
tance in the past six days. 
Civilians have already fled 
the area to other rebel-held 


areas. 

Tigers said the refugees 
were faced with starvation 
but military spokesman Sa- 
rath Munasinghe said the 
guerrillas were to blame. 

Brig. Munasinghe said the 
Tigers were blocking trucks 


mg starvation. 

“The international com- 
munity should prevail on 
the Sri Lankan government 
to stop its aggression which 
brings about short-term and 
long-term disasters to the 
Tamil people," the LTTE 
said in a statement from its 
London office. 

It said more than 30 civil- 
ians had died in the ongoing 
army drive against Viti- 


co nung into a government- 
held town to take back food. 

Tracks carrying food and 
other essentials to rebel- 
held areas of the island’s 
north are stopped at a de 
facto frontier post where the 
goods are loaded onto vehi- 
cles returning from Tiger 
controlled areas. 

Tbe scheme had been in 
operation to prevent the 
Tigers sending back vehi- 
cles rigged up with explo- 
sives to the south of the 
country since a drive-by 
track bombing killed 91 
people at the central bank 
here in January. 

The Defence Ministry 
said fighting raged in the 
area for the sixth straight 
day Friday as the Tigers 
kept up a fierce counterat- 


tack to defend the town of 
Kilinochchi where they 
have established their polit- 
ical headquarters. 

Government troops had 
moved within a kilometre 
of the outer limits of Kili- 
nochchi, Brig. Munasinghe 
said denying Tiger claims 
that the town had been 
razed by intense aerial and 
artillery attacks. 

The array has lost a total 
of 49 soldier killed and 70 
seriously wounded in the 
past six days. Brig. 
Munasinghe said adding 
that the aim of the military 
was to draw out Tigers and 
kill them. 

“We are losing men no 
doubt," he said. “Our objec- 
tive is to draw as many ter- 
rorists as possible and kill 
them with the least amount 
of casualties to us. We are 
achieving that through the 
latest offensive.” 

The Tigers said they were 
resisting the military 
onslaught and gave then- 
casualties as 51 killed. The 
rebels say they have killed 
more than 100 government 
troops. 


India holds firm against nuclear test ban pact 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
showed no sign Friday of 
backing down on a threat to 
block a global treaty ban- 
ning nuclear test blasts as 
scientists urged the govern- 
ment to test a controversial 
intermediate-range missile. 

Newspapers reported that 
the state-run Defence Re- 
search and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) had 
asked the government to 
resume tests of the ioterme- 
diate-range Agni missile. 

The 14-tonne, 19-metre 
(60-foot) long rocket with a 
2,500-kilometre range has 
twice been tested success- 
fully, the last time in Feb- 
ruary 1994. 

India has been under pres- 
sure, particularly from Wa- 
shington, to drop its missile 
programme which critics 
say exacerbates tensions 
with neighbours Pakistan 
and China. 

Both Washington and 
Moscow expressed concern 
over India's earlier testing 
of tbe intermediate-range 
missile, saying they hoped 
the Agni would not be used 


for military purposes. 

India says the missile is a 
“re-entry demonstrator,” not 
a weapons system, and part 
of its space programme. 

It has not tested the Agni, 
named after the Hindu fire 
God, since former Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao visited the United 
States in mid- 1994 in a suc- 
cessful effort to strengthen 
ties. 

The Asian Age newspaper 
said India could be prepar- 
ing to buck international 
pressure over its missile 
programme as it has at talks 
in Geneva over a global 
nuclear test ban treaty. ’ 

“It is an indication that 
India may finally be gearing 
up to withstand U.S. pres- 
sure over its missile pro- 
gramme, and that it might 
look for an opportunity to 
tesr a nuclear warhead for 
its missile," the newspaper 
said in a front-page article. 

Government officials 
were unavailable for com- 


ment. 

India tested a nuclear 
device in 1974 but says it 


has built no nuclear wea- 
pons and has no plans to 
carry out another test. 

Experts believe both India 
and Pakistan could quickly 
assemble nuclear bombs. 
Neighbouring China is one 
of five declared nuclear 
powers along with Britain, 
France, Russia and the 
United States. 

On Thursday India’s dele- 
gate to the Geneva talks 
warned that New Delhi 
could block the treaty 
unless the text were modi- 
fied. 

India wants the Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) to commit the nuc- 
lear powers to a nuclear dis- 
armament timetable. 

New Delhi has also 
objected to a provision that 
would require India's ratifi- 
cation before the pact could 
enter into force — a provi- 
sion Delhi views as infring- 
ing its sovereignty- 

On Thursday, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren Chris- 
topher urged New Delhi not 
to block the treaty. Mr. 
Christopher told India’s am- 


bassador to the U.S. Nai .*sh 
Chandra that even if India 
could not sign the treaty, it 
should at least not veto the 


pact. 

Mr. Christopher wrote a 
letter to Indian Foreign Mi- 
nister Inder Kumar GujrJ 
spelling out U.S. concerns 
over the Indian position 

U.S. Ambassador to india 
Frank Wisner delivered the 
letter Friday to Mr. Gujral 
in New Delhi. 

Mr. Wisner told Reuters 
after their hour-long meet- 
ing that they had “a very 
thorough discussion” which 
extended beyond the nuc- 
lear test ban treaty to other 
issues of mutual impor- 
tance. He declined to elabo- 
rate or say whether Mr. 
Gujral had shown any flexi- 
bility on the question of the 
nuclear test ban treaty. 

Mr. Gujral also met Rus- 
sian Ambassador Anatoli 
Drakov, but the two did not 
discuss the CTBT as it had 
already figured in a recent 
meeting between the two, a 
Russian diplomat said. 








Jt** •' j»* *- Of jr^» ' 


’ • ■ f 


o Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Saturday, August 10, 1996 



Jordan Times 

As m Hi.pi. »Jm Arab poMoU dmi, pubtnbcd - EflfMi by tbe iorlka Pm rniiart«Hai 
EsUbtaM f*» 

V** 1 y 1 1— jl‘ s* 1 ***'* j#— : *r- S«* ir* i*ju“ 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AM AD 
Editor-In-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 
Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Shame of torture killing 

IN LEGAL terms, the killing in April 1994 of 
two Palestinian detainees by an Israeli security 
agent is a crime that cannot be ignored, par- 
doned or justified under any circumstances. 
Shin Bet agent Ehud Yatom admitted to having 
killed in cold blood the two Palestinians that he 
aud a group of his colleagues arrested after 
their failed attempt to take some Israelis 
hostage. 

The Israeli media reported in scary details 
how the Israeli security agent, who was later 
pardoned by the president of the state of Israel, 
tortured aud then killed the two Palestinians. 
But the mute reaction by the international 
community to this despicable crime bas been, to 
say the least, shocking. None of the states whose 
strong condemnation of ‘terrorism’’ usually is 
the lead story in tomorrow’s newspapers even 
uttered a word against the brutality with which 
the Israeli security men treated the Palestinians 
who, having been arrested, were entitled to a 
fair trial in a country that never stops bragging 
about its democratic and justice-first system. 
Only the Israeli human rights Betselem organi- 
sation has urged the signatories of the 
International Convention Against Torture to 
arrest the Israeli agent if he ever lands, in their 
territories. Yatom can afford to detail his crime 
in Israel without any fear of punishment 
because he now stands above the law due to the 
presidential amnesty he has received. But the 
deafenUig silence of the international communi- 
ty agaihst this crime is further proof of the 
hypocrisy and selectiveness in applying human 
rights and condemning their violators. 

It is hard to imagine that this silence is not 
related to the nationality of tbe perpetrator of 
the crime. Likewise, it will be a cry in vain to 
urge the international community to pressure 
Israel to try tbe admitted killer and to take 
action to ensure that such a crime is not repeat- 
ed. But it is necessary for the whole world to 
realise that, at this sensitive juncture of peace- 
making in the Middle East, Israelis should not 
be allowed to get away with murder. Peace- 
making requires that the same standards are 
applied in dealing with all the parties involved 
and in all issues faced. It requires a new men- 
tality and approach whose priority is the build- 
ing of new conditions and setting precedents 
that will convince all of the viability of peace. A 
peace whose foundation is built on double stan- 
dards and hypocrisy will not sustain the shocks 
provoked by actions similar to the crime com- 
mitted by Yatom, those who covered up for 
him and the pardon that he ultimately received 
from the president of the state of Israel. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE U.S. DECISION to impose penalties on foreign firms 
dealing with Iran and Libya was received with heavy criti- 
cism from a writer for A1 Ra'i who considered it as a hostile 
move directed towards European nations. Mahmoud Riraawi 
said that the move is regarded as an extension to a previous 
decision token in June of 1995 against the two Islamic nations 
lo intimidate the Muslim countries and impose America's 
hegemony on our region. By acting as a sole superpower and 
disregarding the interests of others, the United States has not 
only won the hatred of the Arab and Muslim nations, but also 
those of its European allies, including Britain which voiced 
outrage at and condemnation of the move, according to the 
writer. He said that American President Bill Clinton took the 
decision without any regard or respect to the other nations' 
economic interests, but rather in order to please the Zionists 
the enemies of Arab and Islamic nations just before the 
American presidential elections and with the hope of securing 
Jewish votes. With this decision, added the writer, the United 
States has created unprecedented splits within the Western 
alliance prompting the European nations as well as Japan to 
threaten to deal with American firms in a s imil ar manna*. 

Taher Adwan, a writer for AI Dustour, attacked those who 
keep preaching about the benefits of a Jordanian-Palestinian- 
lsraeli economic block and said this would mean Israeli hege- 
mony over the Arab people’s economic life in this region. It 
is not that we hate peace but it is because we reject to deal 
with a situation that is not based on solid peace which remains 
absent from the region due to Israel’s intransigence and rejec- 
tion to recognise Arab rights in their homeland, said the 
writer. “We can by no means accept a comnje 
Israel which has its own far-reaching ambitie 
region and which continues to block trade between Palestine 
and Jordan." said the writer. A common market grouping the 
three parties could niaterialse only when the occupied Arab 
lands in Palestine. Syria and Lebanon have been liberated. 
Otherwise any ideas of incorporating the economies of Jordan 
and Palestine with that of the Jewish state remains a mere fan- 
tasy. * 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa KeilaniJ^ 


Strong Arab front is the need of the day 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s visit to Saudi Arabia on 
Sunday is as much part of a major effort to reinvigorate the 
Middle East peace process and restart the peace negotia- 
tions on the israeli-Syrian track as it is also aimed at bol- 
stering Jordanian-Saudi relations. 

One of the key topics to be discussed by King Hussein 
and Saudi Arabia's King Fahd is a proposal to convene a 
mini-summit of the leaders of Saudi Arabia. Syria, 
Palestine, Egypt and Jordan to closely study ways and 
means to unlock the stalled peace process. 

Obviously, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s so-called “Lebanon first” offer as a means to 
revive the Syrian-IsraeLi peace negotiations has failed to 
draw Syrian interest as indicated by President Hafez Al 
Assad after talks with Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak in 
Alexandria on Wednesday. 

For many optimists, the Syrian rejection of the offer as 
lacking a framework for peace was disappointing in that 
they had seen a new approach by Mr. Netanyahu, despite 
his hardline rhetorics, to jumpstart the negotiations with 
Syria. The question is indeed open whether the Likud 
leader is willing to discuss a compromise over the Golan 
Heights, whose unconditional return is one of the key 
demands of Syria but his recent comments appear to indi- 
cate that he might be leaving the door ajar in this direction. 

In any event, what is important to the Arab side at this 
juncture is a strong united position to confront the Israeli 
political manoeuvrings and as a means to avert the col- 
lapse of the peace process. Obviously, President Assad's 
rejection of the Lebanon-first offer in his talks in 
Alexandria prompted President Mubarak to fly to Jeddah 
and seek the Saudi weight behind his efforts to convince 


the Syrian leader to consider tbe proposal. The marked dif- 
ference between the talks Kong Hussein held with 
President Assad in Damascus on Aug-3 and the Syrian 
leader's talks with Mr. Mubarak in Alexandria was the 
central focus of the calks. In the Damascus talks, the 
Lebanon-first option was definitely not the top item. It 
could not have been, giyen- Jordan's other priorities such 
as improving the climate in bilateral ties with Syria and 
restoring confidence, trust and cordiality to the relation- 
ship. And King Husseirr* was not trying to convince 
President Assad to accepr the Lebanon-first option either 
other than raising the issae as part of his discussions. If 
anything, it is a futile exercise for us in Jordan to judge the 
pros and cons of the Israeli proposal since the parameters 
we apply are quite different from those applied by tbe par- 
ties directly involved in the search for peace ou the Israeli- 
Syrian and Israeli-Lebanese fronts. 

At this point in time, a*3 against the backdrop of the 
intense diplomatic activiles that we witnessed over the 
past two weeks, it has become clear that there bas to be a 
concerted effort to streamline the Arab position, taking 
into consideration the individual and collective interests of 
the various Arab parties involved in the endeavours to 
restore stability and security based on a comprehensive 
settlement of the Middle East conflicL 

A mini-summit of the leaders of Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Egypt. Palestine and Jordan could offer the right forum to 
explore all avenues to achieve that key objective — 
strengthening the Arab front and resuming the peace 
process from that position of strength. 

One of the first priorities in this regard of course is sat- 
isfying the publicly stated positions of Syria and what is 


definitely a secret agenda of President Assad. The Syrian 
leader is said to be seeking guarantees for the continuity of 
his regime as part of the price for relenting on his demand 
for an unequivocal Israeli declaration of intention to with- 
draw completely from the Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon as a precondition for resumed talks. 

Obviously, such an Israeli declaration seems out of ques- 
tion at present, given the political priorities of the right- 
wing government in Israel. As such, a compromise has to 
be found in the interest of continuing the peace process 
towards the cherished goal of comprehensive and just 
peace in the Middle East. 

Let us make no mistake: Mr. Netanyahu's argument that 
returning the Golan to Syria poses dangers to Israel’s secu- 
rity is barely more than a cover. What he stops short of 
revealing is the reality that the physical territorial control 
of the Golan is more important to Israel as ensuring unin- 
terrupted and free supply of water rather than a guarantee 
of security for the Jewish state. 

But then, all countries in the immediate Middle East 
have water problems, and there is wide consensus within 
the region that these problems could not be solved bilater- 
ally and need a regional effort based on mutual confidence 
and appreciation of each other’s difficulties. 

Again, this is an issue that should receive immediate 
attention as part of any effort to revive the peace process. 

Needless to say, the Arab leaders preoccupied with 
restarting the peace process face a daunting task. But the 
first turning point will be a consolidated Arab front, speak- 
ing in one voice and presenting unwavering demands to 
Israel if the Jewish state is indeed interested in genuine 
peace in the region. 



Lifting bread subsidies adds to 
burdens shouldered by public , 


PUBLIC CONTROVERSY 
over the lifting of bread and 
fodder subsidies. Netanyahu's 
policies in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, interna- 
tional terrorism and various 
domestic issues received spe- 
cial attention in the local 
Arabic dailies over the past 
week. 

Immediately following the 
government's announcement 
regarding plans to lift subsi- 
dies on bread and animal feed, 
many commodities, including 
dairy products, eggs and flour 
vanished from die markets, 
said Taher Adwan. a writer for 
Al Dustour- Simultaneously., 
the prices ojf most other com- . 
modi ties ip^the local stores 
began to rise. This created 
chaos and burdened tbe pub- 
lic, mainly those in . low- 
income groups. While admit- 
ting that necessary action is 
due to control both excessive 
consumption and smuggling 
of bread, it must also be said 
that the government must step 
in and ensure the availability 
of consumer goods as well as 
stabilising prices in order to 
protect the interests of 
Jordanian citizens, he contin- 
ued. He said that without gov- 
ernmental intervention and 
protection for the low-income 
groups some . merchants will 
not end their drive to amass 
fortunes at other people’s 
expense , 

Fahd Al Fanek. a writer for 
Al Ra’i, praised government 
moves to control trade in 
foodstuffs as well as the mod- 
ification of bread and animal 
feed subsidies. Every day of 
delay in implementing the 
government's announced 
plans costs the country half a 
million dinars, he said, 
because smugglers continue 
to hoard and smuggle away 
the flour and tbe bread, and 
the subsidies on bread will 
continue to benefit hotels, 
tourists. non-Jordanians and 
diplomats. Criticising politi- 
cal groups that oppose the 
government’s plan, the writer 
said these groups do not 
realise the harm done to 
national interest by the contin- 
uation of the present form of 
subsidies. These subsidies, he 
continued, are burdening the 
Treasury which makes the 
state obliged to borrow more 
funds to meet the growing 
margin of deficit in the fiscal 
budget. Urging the govern- 
ment to immediately put its 
plan into force, the writer said 
the government ought to place, 
national interest above all 
other considerations . 

A writer for Al Dustour crit- 
icised a statement by Minister 
of Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Al Majali who 
declared that the state will 
assume the responsibility of 
producing bread for the public 
in order to prevent any manip- 
ulariaHf Or profiteering by bak- 
ere^aiifl other merchants. 
Saleh Qallab said that if the 
government takes upon itself 
the task of producing bread, 
this essential commodity will 
soon become of such bad 
quality that it will not be of 
benefit to the public in gener- 
al and would not benefit the 



poor either. Without any com- 
petition on tbe part of private- 
ly-owned bakeries, the quality 
of bread will soon deteriorate. 
The writer said if the govern - 
, meat afiows a limited number 
of . privately-owned Bakeries’ 
.ro continue in the bread-indiis^ 
try, only the rich will be able 
to buy their products, which 
certainly would be of a much 
higher quality, from the gov- 
ernment-operated bakeries. 

While deceiving die world 
with false statements that it is 
interested in pursuing the 
peace process, the Israeli gov- 
ernment is going ahead with 
plans that aim at achieving 
quite die opposite, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi in a col- 
umn. He said by continuing 
the process of building Jewish 
settlements on Arab lands 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment is showing total dis- 
regard to the rights of the 
Palestinians, the peace 
process and the Madrid con- 
ference. Indeed the settle- 
ments constitute tbe main 
aspect of occupation of Arab 
territories and their existence 
contradict any concept of 
peace, he added. With these 
settlements, the Israelis aim at 
tightening tbe noose around 
die Palestinian people and 
eventually leading to their 
eviction from their own 
homeland, something that is 
totally conflicting with the 
idea of comprehensive peace . 

In remarks at a press confer- 
ence at the conclusion of his 
one-day visit to Jordan, Mr. 
Netanyahu showed total dis- 
regard to Arab rights in 
Palestine and expressed his 
government’s determination 
to pursue efforts towards per- 
petuating Israel's occupation 
of Arab territories in 
Palestine, Syria and Lebanon, 
according to Al Dustour 
columnist Taher Adwan. The 
Jordanian people were not 

deceived by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
claim that the Jewish settle- 
ments were expanding due to 
natural growth and every one 
considered the Israeli premier 
trying to find excuses to justi- 
fy Israel's continued occupa- 
tion. he said. We continue to 
witness Israeli malpractices 
such as demolishing Arab 
homes, imposing a closure of 
Arab territories, preventing 
the Palestinians from finding 
job opportunities, depriving 
them from any contacts with 
the outside world and del- 
ing of thousands of ytflingr 
Palestinians which together 
prove beyond any doubt that 
die present Israeli government 
is not interested in any peace 
except one of its own making 
and one that does not contem- 
plate the formula of exchang- 
ing with lands. •** 


With its plans to fatten the 
140 Jewish settlements in the 
occupied Arab lands, the 
. Israeli government is practi- 
cally ruining any chances for 
any genuine peace with the! 
Palestinians, said Al Ra'i'» 
Ahmad Al Misleh. The settle- 
ments continue to provide a 
concrete proof that Israel is a 
colonial state bent on perpet- 
uating its occupation of other 
countries* territories by force 
in blatant defiance of the UN. 
Security Council resolutions 1 
and all intentional principles, 
said tbe writer. Indeed, the fat- 
_ tening; of ( fod Jewish settle- 
. .rneots .represerlt a riqa defi : 

“ ’dnce'Of tbe Arab countries aril 
their * Cairo summif°ifesota- 
tions that condemned Israel’s 
settlements policy and called 
for the resumption of die 
“peace negotiations on die 
basis of the exchange of land 
for peace, added foe writer. 
He said no one can be taken in 
by Israel’s claims foal it is 
keen on peace with foe Arabs 
as long as its behaviour 
speaks otherwise . 

The majority of foe 
Jordanian public are frustrat- 
ed with foe peace process as 
they see that the fruits of 
peace of which they have 
been promised are nothing but 
a mirage, said Nawaf Zaru of 
Al Dustour Arabic daily. In 
foe light of Israel’s behaviour, 
foe Jordanian people began to 
realise that all that was 
promised about foe benefits of 
peace and prosperity for die 
region was mere lies, he said. 
Neither did foe peace treaty 
with Israel help ease foe ecq- ‘ 
nomic crisis in Jordan nor dftf 
it help reduce the Israeli 
repression on the Palestinian 
people, said foe writer. _ 
Furthermore, the planned ■ 
regional projects contemplat- 
ed under foe peace treaty will 
only serve Israel and help 
boost its drive to perpetuate 
its colonisation of tbe Aj&b 
territories . 

Once again foe United 
States is raising the hue and 
cry over what it calls interna- 
tional terrorism prompted by 
foe recent explosion in Saudi * 
Arabia and foe blast at the 
Atlanta Olympics, both df 
which resulted in the loss of 
American life, said Samir 
Qitami, a writer for Al Ra’vf 

The U.S. is now trying .jb 
rally foe whole world agau&t 
countries considered enemies 
to its interests and trying to 
enlist the assistance of its 
allies in adopting hostile atti- 
tudes towards Iran, Libya, 
Cuba and other countries, be* 
said. The writer noted that foe 
United States does not follow 
a similar behaviour in 
response to acts of terrorism 
or the killing of innocent peo- ' 
pie in other countries around 
the world but it tends only to 
attatf such behaviour oafyuj 
riSP’tJ.S. ar'TsraeU-taeresn^ 
are harmed. The writer saiff 
that terrorism emanates from 
within the United States 
which harbours all armed 
gangs and organised groups 
that have carried out 2348 
acts of terrorism inside the 
jpatied States since 1994. i ' " 


Why the U.S. can create 
jobs and Europe can’t 


By Robert J. 

Samuelson 

WASHINGTON — 
Henry Stimson, the U.S. 
secretary of war in World 
War IL once observed 
that a capitalist country 
going to war had “better 
let business make money 
out of the process or busi- 
ness won’t work.’’ 
America followed that 
advice and won the war. 
Mr. Stimson ’s insight still 
.applies in its peacetime 
'version: Modem capital- 
ism .won’t, work, if mar- 
‘ Twits daren’t left! fairly free. ' 
America abides by that 
axiom and, as a result, is 
a powerful job machine. 
Europe does aot and is a 
puny job machine. The 
mystery is that so many 
economists cannot under- 
stand this. 

The huge job gap 
between the United States 
and Europe is, of course, 
well-known. From 1979 
to 1995. Western Europe 
created less than one job 
for every two new work- 
ers: 10.3 million jobs for 
21.5 million added work- 
ers. Unemployment 
jumped from 5.7 per cent 
to 1 1 per cent. 
Meanwhile, the United 
States created 26 million 
jobs, absorbing 95 per 
cent of new workers. The 
unemployment rate, 
though fluctuating over 
tbe business cycle, has 
not drifted up. It was 5.S 
per cent in 1979 and 5.6 
per cent in 1995. 

What’s new (and inter- 
esting) is the professed 
puzzlement of many 
economists over the job 
gap. Understandably, it 
has inspired a lot of 
research. Less under- 
standably. many studies 
cannot explain it. Factors 
once rated as U.S. advan- 
tages (flexible wages, 
greater competition, less 
generous social pro- 
grammes) are now 
deemed, on closer inspec- 
tion, not to matter. Gee, 
this research is hard to 
take seriously, because it 
seems determined to miss 
the larger picture. Which 
is this: America's eco- 
nomic culture favours 
growth; Europe’s does 
not 

Job creation requires 
three things: f 1 ) the econ- 
omy must grow fast 
enough so that companies 
want more workers: (2) 
hiring must be profitable 
— if labour costs are too 
high, firms will not hire 
even if demand is strong, 
and (3) people must be 
willing to work. On all 
counts, the U.S. economy 
outperforms the 

European: 

— - Economic growth: 
Between 1979 and 1995, 
the U.S. economy grew at 
an annual average rate of 
2.4 per cent; the 
European Union's econo- 


my grew only 2. 1 per cent 
annually. 

— Labour costs: 
Europe’s rise faster than 
America's despite higher 
unemployment Between 
1983 and 1993. compen- 
sation per worker (wages 
plus fringes) jumped 6.3 
per cent annually in the 
EU; the comparable U.S. 
increase was 4.2 per cent. 

— Work effort: 
Americans work harder, 
because the alternative — 
being supported by gov- 
ernment — is not attrac- 
tive. Interestingly, initial 1 ’ * 
U.S. and European unem- *-^ 
ployment benefits are 
similar. They typically 
replace about 50 to 70 per 
cent of an average work- 
ers’ wages. But after 
some joblessness, U.S. 
benefits dwindle while 
European countries con- 
tinue to provide support. 

None of this means 
Europe's economy is 
dead. Many European 
firms still create new jobs 
with superior products. 
But on balance, excessive 
government — taxes, 
regulations, market con- 
trols — hobbles overall 
growth. Markets do not 
match workers and jobs. 

Government does 
much good, from 
environmental reg- 
ulation to unem- 
ployment insur- 
ance . But too much 
government or 
misguided govern- 
ment can subvert 
economic growth. 


To conclude otherwise 
(as some studies do) 
defies common sense. 
One book from America's 
National Bureau of 
Economic Research says 
Europe's generous social 
policies do not foster high 
joblessness. The book 
studied various welfare 
policies and found little 
‘trade-off” between 
“social protection and 
economic flexibility, 
new study from 

Organisation 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development in Paris 
also questions the ill 
effects of some European 
policies. 

The trouble with these 
studies is that they try to 
explain too much from 
too little. To understand 
why, consider a sports 
analogy. Suppose basket- 
ball Team A has a tiny 
advantage over Team B in 
rebounds; it also has 
small advantages in steals 
and three-pointers. 
Separately, no single 
advantage seems deci- 
sive; together. they 
explain why Team A wins 
championships. The same 
is true of Europe and 
America. No single U.S. 
advantage ( or European 


A 
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disadvantage) matters. 
What counts is the collec- 
tive impact. 

All Europe’s disadvan- 
tages feed each other. 
Higher labour costs (not 
fully offset by higher pro- 
ductivity) deter hiring. 
Steep payroll taxes — 
needed to pay generous 
social benefits — do the 
same. European growth 
also suffers from a fixed 
exchange-rate system that 
forces most countries to 
follow German interest 
rates. Without that disci- 
pline. it’s feared that 
-’inflation would acceler- 
ate. In turn, this fear 
stems from other features 
of Europe's system like 
stronger unions, more 
political determination of 
wages and less competi- 
tion in product markets. 

America's advantages 
are also reinforcing. The 
business climate is more 
favourable than in 
Europe. American corpo- 
rations are consistently 
more profitable. In 1995, 
U.S. companies earned an 
18.3 per cent return on 
assets compared with 
13.8 per cent for German 
firms. In the United 
States, venture capital is 
more available for start- 
up companies. 

Government regulation 
has been lifted from criti- 
cal industries such as 
telecommunications. All 
the added product and 
profit opportunities 
encourage expansion. 
Flexible wages favour 
hiring. 

It Is the system that 
counts. America still 
embraces the market cul- 
ture: its obsession with 
growth, its striving for 
wealth (and tolerance of 
inequality), its accep- 
tance of change. Europe 
is less enthralled and 
more inclined to reshape 
market culture through^ 
government. The lessor^ 
is not that government is 
bad. It is not. 
Government does much 
good, from environmen- 
tal regulation to unem- 
ployment insurance. But 
too much government or 

mi sg u i ded government 

can subvert economic 
growth. 

What Europe teaches is 
that the corrosion is a 
slow, cumulative process. 
Europe's efforts to 
reverse it (fry easingregu- 
lations and limiting social 
benefits) will be slow, 
precisely because no one 
policy does all the harm. 
America ought to take 
heed. To work well, gov- 
ernment needs to be used 
with restraint. To work 
well, capitalism needs to 
retain its central features 
— including the free- 
doms to fail and to get 
rich. 

International Herald 
Tribune 
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King visits Saudi 
Arabia tomorrow 


The story of telecommunications in Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syrian-Israeli negotiati ons 
by suggesting a so-called 
Lebanon first option. 

The Israeli-Palestinian 
track of negotiations also 
remain stalled following 
the election of Mr. 
Netanyahu, a hardliner 
who rejects the return of 
occupied Arab territories, 
as prime minister in Mav. 

King Hussein held lajfo, 
with President Assad in 
Damascus on Aug.3 and 
Israel’s “Lebanon-first” 
offer was believed to have 
been discussed during the 
talks. 

On Wednesday. President 
Assad, after talks with 
President Mubarak in 
Alexandria. publicly 
rejected the proposal say- 
ing it did not include a 
framework for peace. He 
insisted on the linkage 
between the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks of negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Obviously prompted by 
his failure to convince the 
Syrian leader to consider 
the offer. President 
Mubarak flew to Jeddah on 
Thursday in an apparent 
bid to enlist Saudi support 
for the effort. 

After talks with King 
Fahd in the Saudi Red Sea 
port city. Mr. Mubarak told 
reporters that he and the 
Saudi monarch were “in 
full agreemenL..on the 
importance of a just and 
complete Middle East 
peace as a strategic 
option.” 

He affirmed that the talks 
focused on “the resumption 
of the peace process on the 
Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks. Egypt! an-Saudi 

coordination on this matter 
and the commitment (with 
respect to.) the basis of the 
peace process.” 

Reports meanwhile said a 
proposal was being floated 
to convene a summit;of the 
leaders of Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt and 
Jordan to strengthen the 
Arab front in peace negoti- 
ations with Israel. 

According to the reports, 
the summit could be held 
next week in AJexandria. 

Jordanian sources could 
not confirm the reports. 
But, according to diplo- 
matic sources, Arab leaders 
agreed during the last full 
Arab summit held in Cairo 
in June that concerned 
Arab heads of state should 
meet whenever the need 


arose to discuss the Middle 
Easi peace process or any 
other issue of mutual con- 
cern. 

An Egyptian official was 
quoted as saying on Friday 
that his country had begin 
secret contacts with Israel 
aimed at finding a compro- 
mise likely to lead to a 
resumption of the Syrian- 
Israeli peace talks. 

The official, quoted by 
Agence France Presse on 
condition that he was not 
identified, said Israel was 
“trying to convince Egypt 
of its Lebanon-first option 
so Cairo will persuade 
Damascus to accept it in 
turn ” 

According to Israel 
Radio, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
top foreign policy advisor 
Dore Gold made a hush- 
hush visit to Egypt late 
Thursday for talks with 
Mubarak aide Osama AJ 
Baz. 

But the official refused to 
confirm Mr. Gold's visit or 
whether it was part of the 
new contacts, saying: “Dis- 
cretion is sometimes need- 
ed to give efforts aimed at 
relaunching the peace 
process a chance of suc- 
cess ” 

“Egypt is trying to find a 
compromise formula 
between the two parties 
(Syria and Israel) which 
would unblock the situa- 
tion without abandoning 
the principle of land-for- 
peaee” the official said. 

He could not. however, 
give details on the type of 
compromise being sought, 
AFP said. 

Mr. Mubarak said 
Wednesday after meeting 
Mr. Assad that a large gap 
remained between Israel 
and Syria and that he 
hoped an understanding 
could be reached. 

Quoted Friday by the 
government daily AI Mas- 
saa. Mr. Mubarak said he 
recently received a mes- 
sage from Mr. Netanyahu 
stressing his commitment 
to implement peace 
accords and resume negoti- 
ations on the Syrian track. 

“Syria does not accept 
the Lebanon-first principle 
but believes the solution 
must concern Syria and 
Lebanon together, and that 
the issue forms a coherent 
whole that it is difficult to 
divide,” Mr. Mubarak was 
quoted as saying. 


Beirut cabinet adopts 
new election law 


(Continued from page 1) 

Damascus with senior 
Syrian officials headed by 

Vice-President Abdul 

Halim Khaddam. in charge 
of the Lebanese dossier, 
after the court ruling. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
where it has deployed 
35,000 troops. 

The polls are due to be 
held on five consecutive 
Sundays starting from Aug. 
18. They will be the first 
parliamentary elections 
since 1992 in Lebanon, still 
recovering from a 15-year 
war which ended in 1990. 

Lebanon has always held 
elections on consecutive 
Sundays for technical and 
administrative reasons. 

The Christian community 
largely boycotted the last 
elections on the grounds 
that free and fair polls 
could not be held in the 
presence of the 35,000 Syr- 
ian troops deployed across 
two-thirds of Lebanon. 

The washington-based 
Human Rights Watch 
meanwhile denounced the 
Lebanese government s 
“arbitrary" attempts to pre- 
vent citizens from exercis- 
ing their right to freedom of 


association. 

The group, in a letter 
addressed to Interior Minis- 
ter Murr. expressed “grave 
concern” over the min- 
istry’s refusal to accept reg- 
istration papers of several 
non -governmental associa- 
tions, notably the Lebanese 
Association for the Democ- 
racy of Elections (LADE). 

The association — found- 
ed by journalists, acade- 
mics and other well-known 
figures — was formed ear- 
lier this year to monitor the 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections and the electoral 
process leading up to the 
vote. The international 
human rights organisation 
called on Mr. Murr to “take 
measures to ensure that 
Lebanese citizens are not 
arbitrarily obstructed in 
their efforts to form associ- 
ations in accordance with 
the Lebanese law.” 

The ministry of interior 
had refused to authorise the 
activities of the association 
under the pretext that gov- 
ernment agencies were the 
only guarantee for democ- 
ratic elections and “will 
not accept to be replaced in 
this mission by candidates 
(to the elections) or people 
close to candidates.” 


Save waren. I 
Eveny dnop cowits. 




TELECOMMUNICATION SER- 
VICES were first offered during 
the early 1930s in Trans-Jordan 
under the supervision of the Post 
and Telegraph Department. Cable 
and Wireless Ltd. assisted in the 
development of telecommunication 
services by developing 
international connections. After the 
foundation of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan the Ministry of 
Posts, Telegraph and Telephony 
was established to further develop 
telecommunication services. 

In 1961. the first automatic tele- 
phone service was introduced, util- 
ising an electromechanical switch 
with a capacity of approximately 
5,000 lines. Further exchanges 
were constructed to supplement the 
system. In 1966 the association 
with Cable and Wireless Ltd. was 
terminated and the Minis try of 
Posts, Telegraph and Telephony 
assumed responsibility for the sys- 
tem. 

By 1971, which saw the estab- 
lishment of the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) as a gov- 
ernment-controlled entity under the 
Law No. 29, Jordan was served by 
various telecommunications ser- 
vices such as telephone, telegraph 
and telex and was operating a satel- 
lite earth station. in Baqa'a using 
Intelsat facilities. 

From 1973 to 1985, the telecom- 
munications network was expand- 
ed significantly under three succes- 
sive government investment plans 
in response to increasing demand. 

Between 1987 and 1992 Jordan 
suffered a recession and this affect- 
ed the ability of TCC to obtain gov- 
ernment funding to renovate and 
develop die telecommunications 
network, which was then starting to 
come under severe pressure as a 
result of increasing demand. This 
pressure was exacerbated by fur- 
ther demand for telephone services 
following the return of Jordanian 
expatriates during the Gulf crisis in 
1990/91. 

A fourth significant development 
programme had already been 
deferred due to the difficult eco- 
nomic environment preceding the 
onset of that recession. It was not 
until 1993 that the government was 
able to initiate a further develop- 
ment programme which has 
evolved into the National Telecom^ [ . 
raanications Programme. The pro-; 
gramme is now under implementa : ’ 
don and is expected to increase the 
penetration ratio from 7.8 to 12 
lines per 100 inhabitants. 

Tfelpcommnnicatioos Services 

• Basic Telephone Service: 

TCC’s telephone services com- 
prise public telephone network ser- 
vices and public pay-phones. Oper- 
ating revenue from telephone ser- 
vice accounted for approximately 
92 per cent of the TCC’s operating 
revenues in 1994. 

TCC is currently the sole 
provider and operator of the basic 
telephone service in Jordan with a 
monopoly over business and resi- 
dential telephones, offering local. 


national and international services. 
These services form the core busi- 
ness of TCC. Recently TCC has an 
approximately 4,000 staff, includ- 
ing 332 engineers and 1 ,852 techni- 
cians. TCC has now a total of 
approximately 353,000 working 
telephone lines. 

TCC is a signatory of the Arabsai 
and Intelsat satellite consortia and 
operates three satellite earth sta- 
tions, one on the Arabsat system, 
and the other two on Intelsat 
(Atlantic and Indian Oceans satel- 
lites). The two Intelsat stations 
incorporate digital technology. 

TCC purchases switching, trans- 
mission and cabling equipment 
from a number of suppliers. Pro- 
curement of this technology is prin- 
cipally by means of open 
international tenders. 

Suppliers of switching equipment 
have included Alcatel, Fujitsu and 
Siemens. Suppliers of transmission 
equipment have included Siemens, 
NEC, Telettra, Italtel and TRT. 
There are many suppliers of cable 
from different countries. TCC peri- 
odically updates its requirements in 
order to satisfy demand for modem 
telecommunications technology 
and to comply with international 
recommendations. 

* Mobile Telephone Services: 

Jordan Mobile Telephone Ser- 
vices (JMTS) has already estab- 
lished a countrywide GSM cellular 
network, with Motorola Inc. of the 
United States acting as a contracted 
operator. Under the licence agree- 
ment JMTS has a monopoly on 
mobile services during the first four 
years of a 15-year licence period. 
The agreement provides that 20 per 
cent revenue sharing will be paid to 
the government. 

The service started on commer- 
cial basis in September 1995 and 
the current number of subscribers 
is about 20,000. A decision has 
been taken by (he government to 
introduce another operator by the 
end of 1998. 

• Paging Service: 

A licence has been granted to the 
Jordan Radio Paging Co. (JRP) to 
operate and provide paging service 
to' the public. The number of sub- 
scribers is about 7,500. 

Recently the government has 
decided to introduce a second com- 
petitor. 

• Data Services: 

SPRINT has been the first com- 
pany to be granted a licence to pro- 
vide public data services in Jordan. 
The competition is open for the 
provision of such services. To date, 
five data operators have been 
licensed to provide data services to 
the public. These are: 

— SPRINT Jordan 

— Comcent Trade & Contracting 

— Global Telecommunications 
Engineering Co. 

— Middle East Communications 

— First Telecommunications 
Group Co. 


By Jamal Saraireh 



• Other Services: 

TCC provides the Telex, Tele- 
graph and Leased Lines services. 

Network Investment and Utilisa- 
tion: 

The current telecommunications 
network operated by the Telecom- 
munications Corporation has not 
received sufficient investment to 
allow for essentia] expansion or 
high quality development As a 
result of the lack of investment due 
to the recession in Jordan between 
1 989 and 1 993, no major switching 
equipment was installed. The avail- 
able transmission capacity has 
remained at the same level since 
1987, apart from some minor 
expansion. Because of the- lack of 
significant recent expansion to 
cater for increased demand, the 
existing network is almost fully 
utilised. The utilisation factor of the 
network in most cases exceeds 90 
per cent, which is a veiy high per- 
centage. 

In addition to the virtually full 
utilisation of the network between 
exchanges, TCC believes that there 
is also a substantial unsatisfied 
demand for basic telephone ser- 
vice. 

Development Plans: 

TCC had prepared a long-term 
15-year plan to solve the accumu- 
lated problems and ’to meet the 
country's growing telecommunica- 
tion needs. The government has 
approved the first phase of this 
plan, the National Telecommunica- 
tions Programme (NTP) for the 
period 1994 to 1998. The pro- 
gramme has already started and it 
will implement the state-of-the-art 
technologies in the field of 
telecommunications. For instance 
die digital exchanges and the 
remote subscriber units will have- 
signalling No. 7 facilities (SS#7j. 
which allow the possibility of pro- 
viding Integrated Services Digital 
Network (ISDN) to the customers. 

Regarding the transmission net- 
work, the Synchronous Digital 
Hierarchy (SDH) technology will 
be implemented to provide high 
transmission speeds (reaching 2_5 


Gb/s). As transmission media, opti- 
cal fiber cables (more than 1,500 
kms total length) and digital radio 
microwave systems will be used. 

The number of basic telephone 
access lines will be doubled within 
the next three years to approxi- 
mately 800,000 lines by installing 
29 digital exchanges and 140 
remote subscriber units. This will 
enable TCC to meet the projected 
level of demand for the year 2000. 
resulting in a telephone density of 
around 12 per cent. 

The second phase, scheduled for 
the period 1999 to 2010, will con- 
tinue with the development and 
expansion of the telecommunica- 
tions services. This phase is com- 
posed of the following major pro- 
jects: 

— Replacement of existing ana- 
logue exchanges with digital ones. 

— Replacement of existing digi- 
tal exchanges at the end of their 
economic life. 

— Expansion of the basic 
telecommunications network to 
reach a capacity of more than 1 .350 
million lines through the provision 
of new exchanges. 

— Installation of regional optical 
fiber links to connect Jordan with 
the neighbouring countries: Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, Palestine and Israel. 

Along with the expansion of the 
network and the corporate restruc- 
turing process, the basic telecom- 
munications infrastructure will be 
modernised to a fully digital infra- 
structure using state-of-the-art 
switching equipment and transmis- 
sion facilities. During this same 
period. TCC’s tariffs will be re- bal- 
anced and/or restructured to ensure 
that prices to end users and inter- 
connection charges to other sendee 
providers are fair and reflect cost. 

The Private Sector 
Opportunities: 

Die government is committed to 
modernising and liberalising its 
telecommunications sector to cope 
with the country's vision of becom- 
ing the hub of the new Middle East. 
As part of this process, new laws 
have been introduced to encourage 
private sector investment in all sec- 
tors. This includes the Telecommu- 
nications Law which establishes a 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission. 

A Telecommunications Policy 
Department has been established in 
die Ministry of Post and Communi- 
cations. Die department is in 
charge of recommending the gener- 
al policy for the telecommunica- 
tions sector and developing this 
policy to meet die needs of eco- 
nomic and social development of 
the country, and to create a compet- 
itive environment so as to ensure 
state-of-the-art telecommunication 
services at acceptable costs and 
affordable prices. 

The department is also responsi- 
ble for representing Jordan in 
international fora related to 
telecommunications, i.e. states, 
international specialised commit- 
tees, unions etc. 


The Telecommunications Regu- 
lator Commission is charged with' 
providing a transparent regulatory 
framework, independent of die 
operators, thus permitting a fair and 
effective competitive environment. 
The commission is responsible for 
licensing companies wishing to 
provide telecommunication ser- 
vices, enforcing licensing, regulat- 
ing prices, ensuring interconnec- 
tion to promote the development of 
new and competitive services ai*d 
setting technical standards. 

TCC, which until recently had a 
monopoly on the provision of basic 
telecommunication services, will 
be commercialised, corporatised 
and eventually privatised under the 
new law. The government’s goal is 
to privatise TCC within few years 
and permit competition in various 
aspects of telecommunications. 
The current situation can be con- 
cluded os follows: 

— TCC is undergoing a process 
of transformation into a company 
wholly owned by the government, 
in accordance with the Jordanian 
Companies Law, a step towards 
privatisation. 

— Privatisation options are still 
under discussion, os well as the val- 
uation of TCC. We expect the pri- 
vatisation to take place within the 
next two years. 

— The privatisation will, most 
probably, take a form of IPO + 
Strategic Partner. Schedule and fur- 
ther details will be developed in 
due time. 

— According to the Jordanian 
Investment' Law, the foreign share 
must not exceed 49 per cent of the 
company’s stock. 

For the rest of the telecommuni- 
cations sector, the government has 
derided to introduce a second cel- 
lular operator by year 1998, a sec- 
ond paging operator immediately, 
three operators for pay phones with 
permission to utilise the Wireless 
Local Loop to cover 3 per 1000 
inhabitants by year 1999 and three 
operators to run trunked mobile 
radio systems (dispatch). AH those 
licences will be granted according 
to the following conditions: 

— Licences will be granted 
through open competition. 

— Bidders must have the status 
of public companies (as defined by 
the Companies’ Law) or commit 
themselves to become so after win- 
ning the licence and before provid- 
ing the service. 

— The winners should put for- 
ward at least 40 per cent of their 
stock for public offering at Amman 
Financial Market. 

The Regulatory Commission is in 
the process of preparing terms and 
conditions for competition in the 
above-mentioned services. A ren- 
der to license the second paging 
operator will be announced within 
few months. 


The writer is minister of post and 
communications. He contributed 
this article to the Jordan Times. 


Israel links peace talks with closure of deputy’s office 


Iraq ready to start oil exports 


(Continued from page 1) 

The daily Haaretz report- 
ed Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu was no longer 
seeking, however, the clo- 
sure of the Orient House. 

Haaretz said Mr. 
Netanyahu's government 
had warned the Palestinians 
that unless the offices are 
closed, it will seek to block 
passage in the U.S. Con- 
gress of a $10 million 
emergency aid package for 
the PNA. 

The aid package is 
expected to come before 
the House of Representa- 
tives Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee on Thursday but 
could be delayed by com- 
mittee Chairman Benjamin 
Gilman, a friend of Mr. 
Netanyahu, the newspaper 
reported. 


In the West Bank town of 
Hebron, meanwhile, some 
30 supporters of Israel’s 
dovish Meretz Party 
demonstrated to demand 
that Mr. Netanyahu fulfill 
Israel’s commitment under 
the peace accord to pull 
troops out of 80 per cent of 
the city. 

Israel’s defence minister 
reportedly is drawing up 
plans under which soldiers 
would remove bases from 
Arab neighbourhoods of 
Hebron, but reserve the 
right to patrol there. 

In the Gaza Strip, about 
100 Pales tinians protested 
against an Israeli plan to 
confiscate land near the 
Jewish settlement of Morag 
for road construction. Pro- 
testers said the land belongs 
to a Palestinian farmer. 

Mr. Arafat is to chair a 


meeting of his Fateh move- 
ment in Cairo on Saturday 
to discuss efforts to 
relaunch the peace process 
with Israel, a 

Palestinian envoy said. 

Mohammad Sobeih, 
Palestinian delegate to the 
Arab League, said 16 
members of Fateh’s Central 
Committee would attend 
the meeting, which will 
open Saturday and close on 
Sunday. 

They will focus on “ways 
to confront recent measures 
taken by the Israeli govern- 
ment to relaunch Jewish 
settlement building in the 
Palestinian territories, and 
the results of Mr. Arafat’s 
intense diplomatic activity 
over recent weeks to 
relaunch the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace process ” 

Mr. Arafat will be in 


Cairo for talks with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak. The Palestinian 
leader travelled to Jordan 
on Wednesday to discuss 
his concerns for the peace 
process with King Hussein. 

Mr. Sobeih said Palestin- 
ian leaders asked Cairo to 
host the Fateh meeting to 
ensure several hardline 
members, who refuse to 
travel to the self-ruled 
Gaza Strip, will attend. 

Since taking office in 
June, Mr. Netanyahu has 
dispatched his top foreign 
policy advisor, Dore Gold, 
and Foreign Minister David 
Levy for talks with Mr. 
Arafat and other top Pales- 
tinian officials, but formal 
negotiations have yet to be 
opened. 


(Continued from page 1) 

taken before the first easing 
of the oil embargo since it was 
imposed on Iraq after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“The first step is to appoint 
officials in New York tasked 
with approving oil contracts, 
then to set up in Iraq a com- 
munications network linking 
these experts to Iraq's oil 
authorities and to 
international inspectors post- 
ed at oil terminaLs,” he said. 

Four oil experts from 
France, Norway, Russia and 
the United 

States are to check contracts 
at UN. headquarters in New 
York, while 14 international 
inspectors must be stationed 


at oil pumping terminals in 
Iraq and Turkey to monitor 
exports. 

The third step is to deploy 
monitors to check the arrival 
of humanitarian supplies, 
while observers are to con- 
firm the equitable distribu- 
tion of the food and medicine. 

UN. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali will (hen 
inform die Security Council 
that preparatory steps have 
been completed, after which 
the deal can come into force. 

The oil-for-food deal is a 
temporary exception to help 
ease the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. The oil embargo is to 
remain in force until Iraq has 
complied with UN. disarma- 
ment resolutions dating from 
the 1991 Gulf war. 


Netanyahu hits political crises 


Yeltsin sworn in, vows decisive rule 


(Continned from page 1) 

term ra king him to 2000, but 
his appearance at the Krem- 
lin led Communist Party 
chief Gennady Zyuganov to 
say he was “in no state to 
work." The swearing-in cer- 
emony was Mr. Yeltsin’s 
first appearance in public in 
a month. He swore on oath to 
“guarantee the rights and 
freedoms of the citizens, 
defend the sovereignty, inde- 
pendence and integrity of 
die Russian state.” 

Die banquet was closed to 


the press, but a participant 
said later the president had 
pronounced the toast in a 
“firm and ringing voice.” 
The participant said that 
despite the question marks 
about Mr. Yeltsin's state, 
“when he has to perform an 
important state 
function, he does it with 
dignity.** 

The oath-taking took place 
amid persistent doubts about 
whether Mr. Yeltsin will sur- 
vive his four-year mandate. 

He remained still through- 
out the 20-minute ceremony, 


apart from taking the 30 
steps to and from the podi- 
um, and said nothing apart 
from the words of the oath. 

The presidency later said 
be had asked Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, as expected, to 
remain in office as prime 
minister, Itar-Tass news 
agency reported. 

Die Duma, Russia’s lower 
chamber of parliament, is 
due to meet in a special ses- 
sion Saturday to vote on the 

no minatio n. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin has 
been prime minister since 


December 1992. Parliament 
has eight days to approve or 
reject the nomination. If it 
gives the green light, as 
expected, he will then form a 
government. 

Film-maker Stanislas Gov- 
oiyukhin, a nationalist 
deputy, said Mr. Yeltsin was 
“unable to assume his func- 
tions" and that “other people 
will rule in his name.” 

He likened the situation to 
when the ailing Konstantin 
Chernenko briefly became 
Soviet leader before dying in 
1985. 


(Continued from page 1) 

was forced to resign after a 
police investigation was 
opened into allegations he 
obstructed justice in a long- 
standing legal case against 
the head of the influential 
ultra-orthodox Shas party, 
Arieh Deri. 

Mr. Neeman denied any 
wrongdoing but said he 
could not remain justice 
minister until he was offi- 
cially cleared of the allega- 
tions. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s efforts to 
name a caretaker justice 
minister pending conclusion 
of the probe into Mr. Nee- 
man ran into trouble Friday 


when Shas, which has 10 
seats in parliament, rejected 
suggestions the job go to 
Finance Minister Dan Men- 
der, a secular moderate. 

Mr, Netanyahu has been 
beset by political squab- 
bling since the day he took 
office at the head of a com- 
plex coalition grouping cen- 
trists, far-right nationalists 
and ultra-orthodox religious 
parties. 

Mr. Levy, a long-time 
political rival, has caused 
many of the problems him- 
self, notably threatening on 
two occasions to resign if 
right-wing hardliner Ariel 
Sharon was not given a 
powerful cabinet post. 


t? w*?- 
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AFM seen recovering slowly 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Prices and 
turnover rose at the Jordian 
stock exchange last week 
amid expectations of 
increased industrial 
exports to Iraq and the 
Palestinian territories, bro- 
kers said Friday. 

They said the market was 
taking heart from signs that 
the U-S. was dropping its 
objections to an Iraqi 
agreement with the United 
Nations for limited sales of 
oil to buy food and medi- 
cine and a promise by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
he would remove all hur- 
dles in Jordanian exports to 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said trading during 
the week ending Thursday 
was wtxth 6.3 million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week’s 23 mil- 
lion dinars. 


Average daily trading 
was 1.3 million dinars last 
week (five days of busi- 
ness) compared with the 
previous week’s (four days 
of business) 600,000 
dinars, the report said 

The report said 5.5 mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 3,630 deals conclud- 
ing during the week. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
139.84 points, up 3.01 
points or 2.2 per cent from 
the week’s opening of 
136.83 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that stocks of commercial 
banks and financial institu- 
tions closed with a 1.1 per 
cent gain, services sector 
shares with 2.25 per cent 
and industrials with 3.9 per 
cent. Insurance stocks 
closed after dipping by 1.7 
percent 

Industrials accounted for 
the bulk of the weekly vol- 
ume with a turnover of 
4.63 million dinars ($6.52 


million), followed by com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions with 1.6 mil- 
lion dinars ($225 million), 
services sector shares with 
a turnover of 620,000 
dinars ($874,200) and 
insurance stocks with 
41,000 dinars ($57,800). 

Stocks of 90 companies 
were involved in the 
week’s trading, with 57 of 
them closing with gabs, 23 
losing and 10 remaining 
unchanged. 

Brokers- noted that it was 
the first tune in several 
weeks that the market was 
showing signs of recovery. 

The market should have 
done much better since the 
beginning of June against 
expectations of a cot in 
interest rates as promised 
by the government, but the 
reduction did not materi- 
alise throughout June and 
July” said a broker. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan last week announced a 
fresh issue of three-month 
and six-month certificates 


of deposits with 9.5 per 
cent and 9.25 per cent 
yields. The issuance came 
contrary to expectations 
that the government would 
move to cut interest rates. 

High-yield short-term 
hoods had been drawing 
c a p i tal away from tile mar- 
ket floor, accounting par- 
tially for the stagnation in 
the bourse as a result of 
tight liquidity. 

On the other band, con- 
tributing to the rise in share 
■ prices;' were indications 
that Iraq and the United 
Nations were close to an 
accord on the proposed 
limited oil sales. This 
meant increased Jordanian 
industrial exports to Iraq. 

Investors’ expectations 
came true when the U.S. 
announced Wednesday that 
it was approving the Iraq- 
UN. agreement 

Another factor soothing 
the market was a promise 
made by Ml Netanyahu, 
tiie Israeli prime minister, 
that he would work to 


remove bureaucratic hur- 
dles in the way of Jordan- 
ian exports to the Palestin- 
ian market through Israeli- 
controlled territory. 

This also meant an 
improvement in the market 
conditions for dozens of 
Jordanian industrial firms 
which have already 
received exports orders 
from the Palestinians or are 
negotiating deals. 

■“On the whole, the max?., 
ket is slowly taking an 
upward turn after a stagna- 
tion of several months,” 
.noted a broker, who, like 
other AFM dealeis, cannot 
be identified by name 
under standing bourse 
guidelines. 

“Activity should pick up 
and prices should continue 
to recover as and when 
c ommerc i al hanic interest 
rates come down” added 
the broker. 


Gulf oil states prepare for Iraqi exports 


DUBAI (R) — Middle East 
oil states are confident that 
the return of Iraq to world 
markets for the first tune in 
six years will not dent their 
crucial petrodollar earnings 
or crimp their market share, 
industry sources said 
Thursday. 

“All in all, the market can 
take the oiL. Prices are 
resilient.” one Gulf-based 
official said. 

The stakes ore high for 
leading exporters Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Kuw it, which are heavily 
dependent on oil income 
and have taken up Iraq’s 
market share in the last six 
years, particularly lucrative 
Asian markets. 

Riyadh’s oil. earnings 
swing $2.7 '■ billion and 
Tehran’s swing $1 billion 
with every Stacfaange in oil 
prices, bankers in Saudi 
Arabia and oil officials in 
Tehran said. 

Both countries rely on 
hard currency oil sales to 
provide more than 70 per 
cent of their total revenue. 

Iraqi oil could hit the mar- 
ket within four weeks, 
adding more than 700,000 
barrels per day (bpd) to 
world supply — approxi- 
mately one per cent of glob- 


al daily output — from 
export terminals in the 
Mediterranean and the 
Gulf. 

Under the deal, Iraq is 
allowed to sell $2 billion 
worth of its oil over six 
months to pay for food and 
other humanitarian sup- 
plies. The deal can be 
renewed. 

Under an Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) agreement 
reached in June, Iraq has a 
supply quota of 1.2 milli on 
bpd. 

Traders have long been 
expecting oil prices to dip 
on Iraq’s return but a com- 
bination of strong U-S. 
beating fuel demand and 
unexpected supply disrup- 
tions has fanned prices $2 
higher since the ofl-for- 
food deal was signed in 
May. 

The reference price used 
by OPEC stood at $19.58 a 
barrel this week compared 
to August 1995’s average of 
$15.95. 

“The price is -satisfactory 
right now. Even with the 
reentry of Iraqi crude the 
market would be strong,” 
Iranian Oil Minister Gbo- 
lamreza Aghazadeh said in 
a statement Wednesday. 

International benchmark 


dated Brent crude was trad- 
ing at $19.80 a barrel on 
Thursday.. 

Gulf states are likely to 
suffer only slight losses in 
their share of Far East and 
Asian markets when Iraq 
begins exports some 
330.000 bpd from its Mina 
A1 Bala export terminal in 
the northern Gulf. Gulf oil 
traders said. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE 
and Iran have boosted sales 
to Japan by one mflfion bpd 
to 2.4 million bpd since 
1990. data from Japan’s 
minis try of international 
trade and industry shows. 

Japanese energy firms, 
which imported 3.6 milli on 
bpd, or close to 80 per cent 
of all their requirements, 
from 4he. Gulf have so far 
been slow Insecure Iraqi 
coDtractshecouse of linger- 
ing concerns!* about the 
operational state of Mina A1 
Bakr. 

Other exporters — 
notably Russia — would 
feel the pressure of Iraq’s 
return more than many Gulf 
states because of a provi- 
sion in the ofl-for-food deal 
that the “larger share” of 
tire exports be sold in the 
Mediterranean rather than 
tiie Gull 

“Most of the (Iraqi) oil 


will go through Turkey. So 
the real price pressure will 
be on the Mediter- 
ranean... (Russian) Urals 
crude will suffer,” a trader 
based in the Gulf said. 

Meanwhile, OPEC coun- 
tries broke their own self- 
imposed production ceiling 
in July, hit robust demand 
and lower production from 
rival producers allowed the 
group to enjoy higher than 
expected earnings, analysts 
said. 

A Reuter survey of oil 
analysts, industry officials 
and OPEC delegates 
showed that OPEC mem- 
bers pumped 25.86 million 
barrels per day (bpd) in 
July, up 90,000 bpd from a 
revised 25.77 million in 
June and well over their 
25.03 million bpd railing 


Tbe need to replenish 
very low oil inventories and 
a delay in the implementa- 
tion of a United Nations 
deal to allow OPEC mem- 
ber Iraq to sell some oil 
meant the market has easily 
absorbed the extra OPEC 
oil, traders say. 

But analysts say prices 
could tumble if Iraq’s 
return to world oil markets 
dovetails with higher pro- 
duction from the North Sea 
and other non-OPEC 
sources. 

“With OPEC production 
continuing to creep 
upwards, we strongly sus- 
pect that prices have 
already peaked... (Iraq’s 
return) would obviously 
accelerate tbe expected 
decline.” oil analysts at 
KJemwort, Benson sardLd. 


Egypt to put 100 
projects to Mideast 
economic summit 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
said Friday it would pin 
forward some 100 projects 
to a Middle East and North 
African economic summit 
to be held in Cairo in 
November. 

Finance Minister Mohei 
Eddin AI Gharib said the 
projects, currently being 
studied, mainly related to 
tbe cement and sugar 
industries as well as the 
reclamation of desert land 
in western Egypt 

Ml Gharib told tbe gov- 
ernment daily Al Abram 
that tbe Nov. 12-14 confer- 
ence followed on from 
“successful economic talks 
in Washington” carried out 
by President Hosni 
Mubarak last week. 

Before President 

Mubarak’s U.S. visit Cairo 
suggested that the holding 
of the third annual econom- 
ic conference depended on 
progress in tbe Arab-Israeli 
peace process, which has 
been deadlocked since the 
right-wing came to power 
in Israel. 

Since tbe Egyptian presi- 
dent’s return, however, 
Egyp tian offi cials have 
made a series of co mme nts 
malting it clear tbe govern- 
ment has dropped its condi- 
tion. 

A total of 3,000 business- 
men as well as leaders from 
85 countries are expected at 
tbe conference to be held 
under the slogan “Con- 
struction for tbe Future.” 

The first Middle East and 
North Africa conference 
aimed at boosting econom- 
ic cooperation and there- 


fore peace between coun- 
tries in the region including 
Israel was held in 
Casablanca, Morocco, in 
1994. Last year’s gathering 
took place in Amman. 

Meanwhile, the United 
States is makin g a serious 
effort to bring “a large and 
strong” delegation to tbe 
Cairo economic summit 
tins November, Undersec- 
retary of Commerce Stuart 
Eisenstat told an audience 
at the American Chamber 
of Commerce in Egypt last 
week. 

“The Cairo summit will 
be an important contribu- 
tion to sustaining momen- 
tum behind the Middle East 
peace process in which 
Egypt has been a leader,” 
Mr. Eisenstat commented, 
adding that the U.S. delega- 
tion would be led by Sec- 
retary of Stale Warren 
Christopher and Com- 
merce Secretary ICantor. 

Egyptian Ambassador to 
Israel •' Mohammad 
Bassiouny said last week 
that be believed tbe summit 
will be linked to the restart- 
ing of talks between Israel 
and Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians, the Jerusalem 
Post reported. 

There had been specula- 
tion recently that Egypt 
might cancel the summit 
unless Israel showed signs 
of resuming talks. No such 
ultimatum has been offi- 
cially issued, but according 
to Mr. Bassiouny, “tbe idea 
of the summit is to show 
the fruits of peace. How can 
there be economic coop- 
ation without peace?” 


THE Daily Crossword by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
■1 Party giver 
5 Kingdom 
10 Wail in 
lamentation 

14 Word heard at 
sea 

15 Asian range 

16 Raison (f— 

17 Ananias 

18 Protect 

19 Wreck 

20 Made a search 
22 Inexcusably 

stupid 

24 Unclothed 

25 Stringed 
instrument, 
briefly 

26 Lessen 

29 Disgraceful 
35 Elegant 

37 Part of a chair 

38 Ignited 

39 Sailor 

40 Navy 
construction 
members 

43 Mark used in 
quoits 

44 Tokyo, long ago 

45 Muslim caliph 

46 Delete 
48 Belittle 

52 Napery 

53 — sequitur 

54 One of the 
States: abbr. 

56 Extreme 
60 Canopies 

64 Buoyant 
platform 

65 Work of fiction 

67 Eye part 

68 Yorkshire river 

69 Fierce look 

70 Raise 

71 Mushy stuff 

72 Meaning 

73 Humorist 
Bombeck 

DOWN 

1 Game period 

2 The Buckeye 
State 

3 Fly high 

4 Absolute rulers 


i 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




18 





19 




20 




21 



■ 

22 


23 






24 





■ 

25 




26 

27 

28 



■ 

29 

30 

31 




32 

33 

34 

35 





36 

■ 

37 



■ 

■ 

38 



39 



■ 

40 


41 




42 


43 



44 



■ 

■ 

45 



■ 

46 


47 




48 



49 

50 




51 

■ 

52 






53 



■ 

■ 

54 





56 

57 

58 




59 

1 

60 




61 

62 

63 

64 




1 

65 


F 



1 

67 




66 




69 





70 




71 




72 





73 





AB rights reserved. 

5 Stormed 

6 Gets away from 

7 — glance 
(immediately) 

8 "Zhivago" name 

9 — Day 
(June 24) 

10 Seed 

11 Small case 

12 Ireland, 
poetically 

13 Island goose 
21 Conjecture 
23 Eisenhower, 

familiarly 

26 Performed 

27 Knife part 

28 Basebafi great, 
Hank 

30 Wont 
3T Metric unit of 
area 

32 Rock star, — 
John 

33 Utensil for riting 

34 Dutch painting 
36 Desires 

41 In the manner of 

42 Monica of tennis 



IQ 

IQ 

IQ 

IQ 

□ 

□ 

Q 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q 

□1 

IQ 

1 

IQ 

D 

□[ 


□ 

□i 

IQ 

□ 

QE 


u i 


SES 
TEA 
O R T_ 

Pt|r j_ o_ 

E N| 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 




'□□□El 

HUB 




47 Olio 

49 Shoe part 

50 Acquired 

51 Makes ingress 

55 Confused fight 

56 Haul 

57 Marsh bird 
56 Hairdo 


59 Nat King — 

61 Perpetually 

62 Quantity of 
paper 

63 Teasdale the 
poet 

66 Commercial 
vehicle 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Giasbergen 


GlASBEf 



WiPS 


“Why would you want buns of steel? 
Isn’t it more comfortable to sit on 
buns of marshmallow?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hanri Arnold and Mka ArflMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbias. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 


Mne.-efght...seven... 



mite 


■■ 


53 


nwiaatMeiSMauE. 
NnfaRam 


RUGAI 

j 




□ 

□ 


CERTII 

VI 


r ^ IT 

^ > L j 

□ 

t : 

GAL 

EGH 


r \ 


mm 



WHEN PIP THE 
ASTRONAUTS EAT 
THEIR MEAL.? 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hen: 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: BAGGY AGATE ANSWER ELICIT 
I Answer An unused computer can become this — 

A WEB SITE 


Peanuts 


CHARLIE BROWN SAYS HI5 
ELBOW HURTS 50 MUCH HE MAY 
NEVER BE ABLE TO PITCH AGAIN.. 



OH, WELL, HE 
WASN’T MUCH 
OF A PITCHER 
ANYWAY.. 




Andy Capp 




n 




STILL THINK 
I COULD -< 
MEASURE UP TO 
MYRANlAStES 
' 5= HE WASN'T - 
ALWAYS TWHG] 
TO OUTDO HIS 





HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY AUGUST 
10,1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigkrer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) Study into peri- 
odicals today and see 
experts who can be help- 
ful to you in your career 
activities. Become more 
dynamic and purposeful 
in whatever task is given 
to you and you will gain 
great success in the days 
ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) This is a good 
day today for improving 
yourself and to study use 
of spare time. Increase 
happiness in the days 
ahead and spend this 
evening with your loved 
ones and you can all have 
a wonderful time together. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) There is much to 
make of your home today, 
so get busy at it and you 
can make your residence 
place which you would be 
proud to invite important 
guest into. Entertain old 
friends and have a fine 
time together 
MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21) Call 
or see persons who need 
cheering up today and 
would love to see you. 
Bring along candy or 
flowers in your visit and 
you will make a great 
impression on them. This 
evening should be spent 
with close friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a day today to 
yourself when you can 
plan some improvement 
or for getting your 
wardrobe in better order. 
Later this evening would 
be good for you to go out 
on the town with your 
loved ones and have some 
fun. 

VIRGO: (August - 22 to 
September 22) Try to 
reach a person today you 
want to see more of and 
get together, especially 
when it involves your 
career activities. Have 
yj&y enjoyable evening 
with some close friends 
and you can make it 
most pleasant time. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Small talks 
require your attention 
today and you handle it 
efficiently in such a man- 
ner that you can gain the 
success you desire 
Remember some small 
favour your mate asks can 
be accommodated and 
shows much affection on 
our part. 

iCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get in 
touch with good friends 
today and show you are 
still devoted to them 
being in your life. Join 
group affair of your inter- 
est and show that you 
have social responsibili- 
ties which can lx? provid- 
ed to othe rs. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Get into civic 
duties today which you 
have been neglecting and 
thereby you can make a 
good impression on 
someone in authority 
Study ways to have more 
prestige in public this 
evening by consulting 
some knowledgeable per- 
son. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) This is 
the day today for recre- 
ation you have been lock- 
ing forward to for some 
time. Be where you can 
meet interesting people 
and have stimulating con- 
versations with those who 
can increase your success. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Tins is a 
good day today to handle 
practical and financial 
affairs which have been 
put aside for sometime. 
Make collections and pay 
those bills which have 
become due. Then later 
tonight you can see a 
close friend. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Talks plans 
today over wife an associ- 
ate who has some con-, 
structive ideas for your 
career activities’. You can 
handle any civic tasks 
which needs to be com- 
pleted by you for the days 
ahead and which can 
bring your prestige. 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Glden Quart 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


I Returnees from Gulf to receive 
compensation before end of 1996 


** THE FIRST instalment of compensa- 
tions to the returnees and those affected by 
the Gulf crisis will be paid before the end 
of this year. According to the minister of 
labour, the payment will be $2,500 for 


each of the claims approved in the A and C 
categories. The sixth list of categoiy A 
compensation will be announced in 
November 1996. It will be the last 
approved list in that category (A] Aswaq). 


Government lowers charges 
for handling goods at Aqaba 


** ACCORDING TO Captain Moham- 
mad Dalabeeh, the new director-general of 
the Ports Corporation, the reductions in 
service charges approved recently by the 
Cabinet, would lower the overall cost for 
each 20-feet container to nearly JD 66. 
The reductions covered most areas of 
loading and unloading as service charges 
and handling expenses were lowered by 
20 per cent and loading and unloading 
charges by 25 per cent. 

As to vegetables and fruits, charges were 
reduced by 42 per cent whereas the reduc- 
tion for frozen food was 55 per cent Capt. 
Dalabeeh said the Cabinet also approved a 
50 per cent discount on all Ro-Ro goods. 

Capt. Dalabeeh said the lower charges 
would make the Aqaba port a real and 
strong competitor to all ports on the Red 
Sea and would enable it to become a cen- 
tre for vessels and large containers for 
reexport to neighbouring ports. 

Tire Ports Corporation chief said that 
many international companies were hold- 
ing contacts with the corporation to route 
their vessels to Aqaba. He expected that 


there will be a laxge increase in handling 
volume during the coming period as a 
result of the lower charges. 

During the first seven months of this 
year, the volume of exports and imports 
through Aqaba exceeded 6.5 million 
tonnes, of which 3.8 million tonnes were 
phosphate, fertilisers, potash and transit os 
well as Ro-Ro goods. Various imports 
amounted to 2.6 million tonnes, Capt Dal- 
abeeh said 

He said Jordan had agreed with Suez 
Canal Authority officials to take similar 
reduction on goods passing through the 
canal to the Port of Aqaba. “We will soon 
conduct discussions with Egyptian offi- 
cials to arrive at a final agreement with 
regard to making the similar reductions,” 
he added Jordan will start implementing 
the lower charges in the coming few days 
after tbe Cabinet decision is published in 
the official gazette. 

The captain revealed that the corporation 
would be implementing many projects to 
activate the port and such projects will be 
announced soon (A1 Dustour) 
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Sports 


Australian ceremony organiser 
lashes out as Olympic flag arrives 


SYDNEY .(AFP) — Ttatf 
Olympic flag arrived here 
Friday os the maxi who will 
p lan the opening of the 
2000 games accused Syd- 
ney of being “parochial and 
insular" following criticism 
of his contribution to the 
Atlanta games closing cere- 
mony. 

Sydney's Olympics Direc- 
tor of Ceremonies Ric 
Birch, who was responsible 
for the Sydney segment of 
the Atlanta closing, arrived 
home this week to hear it 
had been condemned as 
“kitzcb” “cringe- 1113 ) 011 ®" 
and stereotyped. 

The segment depicted 
scenes that supposedly sym- 
bolised the next host city — 
including inflatable kanga- 
roos on bikes, lifesavers in 
blue lame outfits and dan- 
cers dressed as cockatoos. 

“It just disappoints' me 
that Australia hasn't grown 
up,” Mr. Birch said Friday 
as Sydney rolled out the red 
carpet for the arrival of the 
Olympic flag which was 
ceremonially paraded to the 


town hall to fly until 2000 . 

Birch said the criticism of 
die seven minute Sydney 
segment in the closing cere- 
mony meant he would have 
to guard his back. 

“It’s not necessary when 
I'm working in any other 
country,” he said. “It seems 
a great shame that I have to 
do it when I'm working in 
ray own home town." 

Mr. Birch was among the 
team responsible for creat- 
ing a giant kangaroo called 
Matilda for the 1982 Com- 
monwealth Games in Bris- 
bane and later presided over 
the Los Angeles. Seoul and 
Barcelona Olympic opening 
and closing ceremonies. 

“I think of Sydney as 
Australia's most cosmopoli- 
tan city. It always comes as 
a bit of a shock to realise 
how parochial and insular it 
can be,” be said. 

New South Wales Premier 
Bob Carr, one of the critics 
of the Sydney segment, said 
he wanted the city’s open- 
ing ceremony to reflect the 
city’s character without re- 


sorting to cliches. 

He has also promised to 
request extra funds from 
Canberra, to pay the differ- 
ence if transport and securi- 
ty costs blew out the games 
budget- and said security for 
the Sydney Olympics would 
be “tight but tolerable.” 

Mr. Carr and Sydney Lord 
Mayor Frank Sartor who 
received the flag from the 
Atlanta mayor, led the pa- 
rade to the town hall where 
the flag was raised in the 
vestibule. 

The flag-bearers included 
Atlanta medal winners Scon 
Miller, Brad McGee, Aly- 
son Annan and Nicole Ste- 
venson and former Olympic 
stars Murray Rose. Shane 
Gould, Marjorie Jackson, 
Shirley Strickland and Rae- 
lene Boyle. 

International Olympic 
’Committee (TOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
has meantime appointed 
Belgian member Jacques 
Rogge as permanent super- 
visor of the Sydney Games 
to try to prevent a repetition 


of the transport and security 
problems that plagued At- 
lanta. 

Mr. Rogge Thursday criti- 
cised the Atlanta organisers 
for failing to listen to advice 
from him and his col- 
leagues, adding: "The ap- 
proach to the recent Olym- 
pic Games by some of the 
organisers was probably a 
little too arrogant." 

“The Olympic Committee 
often advised the organis- 
ers, but the advice of the 
IOC was not always lis- 
tened to.” Mr. Rogge said in 
Brussels.- 

“Our commission is com- 
posed of people who have a 
lot of experience and who 
know what works and what 
does not at the games. 

“The problem for the or- 
ganisers is that it is always 
their first games and that 
they can't have a dress re- 
hearsal. That is where our 
commission has an impor- 
tant role to play.” 


Papin, Ricardo seek to fill the void in France 


PARIS (R.) — French soc- 
cer fans hope the return of 
Marseille, Jean-Pierre 
Papin and Ricardo will 
make up for a mass exo- 
dus of leading players 
when the new league sea- 
son starts this weekend. 

The core of France's 
Euro 96 side have emi- 
grated to Italy or Spain, 
possibly weakening both 
the playing and pulling 
power of European Cup 
Winners’ Cup holders 
Paris Sl Germain and 
UEFA Cup ruoners-up 
Bordeaux. 

Double winners 

Auxerre, who open their 
defence of their first 
league title away to Nice 
Saturday, have lost cen- 
r trial ‘ defender 'Xaurent 1 ' 
: Blanc to "Barcelona arid 
1 midfielder Cdrentin Mar- 
tins to Deportivo La Co- 
runa. 

But their unassuming 
coach Guy Roux prefers 
to mould his teams from 
raw talent rather than look 
for the already finished 
star article. 

Roux has replaced like 
with like in signing Aus- 
tralian libero Ned Zelic to 
replace Blanc. Blanc 
relaunched his career at 
Roux's small provincial 
club and Zelic, who hates 
big cities, will be looking 


to do the same after an 
unhappy spell with 
queen’s park rangers in 
London. 

Monaco, tipped as seri- 
ous championship chal- 
lengers after managing to 
hang on to their B razili an 
gem Anderson, appear on 
paper as good this season 
as last when a strong fin- 
ish saw them climb to 
joint second place with 
PSG. 

They travel to 1995 
champions Nantes with 
coach Jean Tigana warn- 
ing of an extra ingredient 
in the race. “We mustn't 
lose sight of the fact that 
with four teams going 
down to the second divi- 
sion the battle will rage.” 
'’The ’Frencb^eagueare 
reducing the first division 
from 20 to 18 teams in the 
1997-98 season. 

France appears to have 
lost out in the transfer 
market with the departure 
of the likes of Youri 
DjorkaefF, Zinedine Zi- 
dane, Christophe Dugarry 
and Daniel Bravo not 
being balanced by a simi- 
lar quota of incoming 
quality. 

Bulgaria’s Yordan Lech- 
kov and German goal- 
keeper Andreas Koepke at 
Marseille, Monaco’s new 
Scot John Collins or 


Brazilian Leonardo in 
Paris will be hard pushed 
to fill the void. 

Former Brazil Captain 
Ricardo Gomes, however, 
has returned to PSG as 
manager looking to give a 
distinct Brazilian look to 
the Parisians, who kick 
off away to Strasbourg 
Saturday with the title 
Urey threw away last sea- 
son their main objective. 

“I want Rai and Leo- 
nardo to dictate the play 
from the midfield," he 
said. 

Bordeaux, at home to 
Le Havre in their opening 
game, sold three big 
names then picked up 
more than a full team of 
inexpensive replacements 
indudmg'Argentine strik- 
er Claudio fiiaggio arid 
Brazilian defender Paulo 
Sergio Gralac. 

Former Marseille fa- 
vourite Papin, looking 
good in pre-season friend- 
lies after his return to 
France from Bayern Mu- 
nich, could help Bor- 
deaux fans quickly forget 
the loss of Zidane, Du- 
garry and Bixente Liza- 
razu. 

The pulling power of 
promoted Marseille and 
Caen could actually see 
an increase on the average 
gate which was just over 


13,000 last season unless 
a new deal giving private 
television five coverage 
sees more fans stay home 
to watch football from 
their armchairs. 

Marseille mark the end 
of a dark period of bribery 
shame and relegation in 
the first division opener 
against Lyon at their 
Velodrome ground Friday 
night. 

Coach Gerard Gili does 
not count his newly as- 
sembled Marseille side 
among the title favourites. 

“They are Auxerre and 
Monaco for their cohe- 
sion, PSG for their talent 
and Bordeaux because of 
the quality of their 
recruits,'’ he said. 

“After , four or fiye 
matches we’ll be able to 
judge the worth as a team 
of this (Marseille) group.” 

Metz, in Europe for the 
first time in 12 years in 
the Cup Winners' Cup, 
visit Lille Saturday look- 
ing for a similarly strong 
start to last season. 

Coach Joel Muller said: 
“We have a very tough 
early calendar. We'll need 
to be in the fight very 
quickly. By early . No- 
vember, everything will 
be almost settled.” 



UNBEATEN CIGAR RETURNS: Cigar, horse racing’s thoroughbred superstar, photographed Thursday after arriv- 
ing in Del Mar for the $1 million Pacific Classic to be run Aug. 10. If Cigar wins, he will break the record for con- 
secutive wins, held by Citation, with 16 victories (Reuter photo) 
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Study: 
Atlanta 
Olympics was 
not-so-rowdy 
event 


COLLTMBIA, South Caro- 
lina (AP) — The.Olympics 
apparently weren't the 
beer-guzzling, flght-filled 
rowdy exhibition some 
security experts expected. 

After 1 7 days, as part of a 
research team studying dai- 
ly crime problems. Univer- 
sity of South Carolina 
criminal justice Professor 
Geoff Alpert he says he 
found a remarkably friend- 
ly and peace-loving crowd. 

“I've done super bowls. 
I’ve done riots and other 
large events, and I've never 
seen this big a crowd so 
well-behaved,” Prof. Al- 
pert said Thursday. '“When 
you have hundreds of thou- 
sands of people in a' small 
area, you expect ■prob- 
lems.” 

Prof. Alpert spent the 
past three weeks with nine 
researchers from Georgia 
State, Temple. Sl Louis 
and Michigan State observ- 
ing how the 30,000 securi- 
ty officers handled average 
crime. Their report was 
commissioned by the At- 
lanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games (ACOG). 

He said most fans never 
stayed long enough to let 
the long lines, transporta- 
tion problems or security 
checkpoints bother them. 

But there were other rea- 
sons, too. 

“The tickets were expen- 
sive. there were a lot of fa- 
milies attending, there was- 
n't as much drinking. 
There’s a lot of reasons," 
Prof. Alpert said 

He will meet with the rest 
of the research team in a 
couple of weeks to sift 
through his notes and come 
up with the report by the 
end of September. 

The researchers did not 
really evaluate the bomb 
blast that rocked Centen- 
nial Olympic Park on July 
27. Bui Prof. Alpert said 
that with the easy access to 
the park, there may have 
been no way to avert it. 

"The second week, the 
park was more secure," he 
said. 

It's premature to come to 
any conclusions about the 
games’ security, he said. 

ACOG used several 
agencies to police the 
games, including private 
investigators, city officers, 
FBI agents and air force 
officers. 

AH seemed to work well 
together because of some 
preliminary planning that 
included a trial run in June 
covering about 180 securi- 
ty situations. 


European fever sweeps England 
as new soccer season beckons 


LONDON (R; — Forget the 
squabbles over beef and a 
single European . currency. 
When it comes to soccer, 
the English cannot get 
enough of their continental 
neighbours. 

When the premier league 
kicks off in just over a 
week's time, talent from 
mainlan d Europe will be 
everywhere, from newly- 
promoted Derby where 
Croat Aljosa Asanovic 
makes his British debut, to 
the real title contenders — 
Manchester Linited. New- 
castle. Liverpool, Chelsea 
and Blackburn. 

For the second year run- 
ning, English soccer has 
emerged from a heady sum- 
mer of transfer deals with 
the sort of trade deficit that 
would make a finance min- 
ister blush. 

Pre-season spending on 
importsris.r.up around.- the 
£50 million ($77 million) 
mark for the first time ever. 
And big Premier League 
exports? Well, there aren’t 
any. 

Whereas a few years ago 
the best players in England 
would have looked to Italy 
or Spain as stages on which 
to further their careers, now 
they are content to stay at 
home. 

Alan Shearer is the most 
spectacular example of thaL 
A £15 million ($23.1 mil- 
lion) transfer deal took him 
not to Milan’s San Siro or 
Barcelona’s Nou Camp, but 
to Sl James’s Park, 
Newcastle, three miles (five 
kilometres.) from where he 
was bom. 

Newcastle, still smarting 
from defeat to Manchester 
United in last year's league 
campaign, start this year's 
quest for their first league 
title since 1927 at Everton 
Saturday, Aug. 17. 

Before that though, they 
can deal United an early 
psychological blow by beat- 
ing them at Wembley 


Sunday in the traditional 
league curtain raiser, the 
Charity Shield. 

While Newcastle boss 
Kevin Keegan has pulled 
off the most audacious coup 
of the close season in sign- 
ing Shearer, United’s Alex 
Ferguson has written the 
greatest number of cheques. 

Among United’s new fa- 
ces are Dutch forward Jordi 
Cruyff from Barcelona, 
Czech Euro 96 hero Karel 
Poborsky from Slavia 
Prague. Norwegians Ole 
Gunnar and Ronny Johnsen. 

United, who begin at 
Wimbledon a week Satur- 
day, must start narrow fa- 
vourites to defend their title. 

If they do have a weak- 
ness it is in the centre of 
defence. 

The old partnership of 
Steve Bruce and Gary Pal- 
lister is no more, Bruce hav- 
ing moved on to first divi- 
sion Birmingham City. 
Pallister still seems prone to 
injuries, and his new partner 
Johnsen will have to settle 
quickly. 

The only other question 
hanging over United is their 
will to win the league. With 
three titles in the last four 
years, Ferguson and the 
men in red may have their 
hearts set on the European 
Cup more than the English 
Championship. 

The prize for bargain of 
the summer must go to 
Ruud Gullit for bringing 
Gianluca Vialli to Chelsea 
without paying Juventus a 
single lira. 

Vialli teams up with com- 
patriot Roberto Di Matteo 
and French international 
defender Franck Leboeuf to 
give Chelsea their best 
chance of a major title since 
the early 1970s when they 
lifted the F.A. Cup and 
European Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

Middlesbrough have also 
been raiding Serie A in the 
close season, dishing out £7 


Atlanta Olympics look profitable, 
though final verdict months away 
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The Olympic flag arrives in Sydney, host of the 2000 Games, carried by New South Wales State 

(left) and Sydney Mayor Frank Sartor fright) Friday. Inflated kangaroos used in Sydney s conmbuu e 

Atlanta games closing ceremony has sparked a debate over Australia’s cultural identity (Reuter photo) 
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million (S10.S million) for 
Juventus striker Fabrizio 
Ravanelli. 

He links up with Brazil- 
ians Juninho and Branco, 
who signed last season, and 
Emerson, who joined from U 
Porto this summer for £4 
million (S6.2 million). 

It remains to be seen whe- 
ther Middlesbrough have 
the all-round strength to 
bring the league title to their 
glittering riverside stadium. 

Blackburn have had a 
quiet summer by their own 
recent standards, but they 
made a fortune from the 
Shearer uansfer and may 
well look to replace the 
England man with a major 
European buy before too 
long. 

Liverpool, the only team 
to seriously challenge Uni- 
ted and Newcastle in last 
year’s championship race, 
will once again be pushing 
hard for a record 19th 
league title. 

17160: strengths lie in their 
ever-improving young Bri- 
tish players — Stan Colly- 
more, Robbie Fowler. Steve 
McManaman and Jason 
McAteer — but Liverpool 
too have been shopping in ** 
Europe, signing Czech Pat- 
rik Berger from German 
champions Borussia Dort- 
mund for £3.75 million 
($5.8 million). 

Even the Premier 

League’s more modest 

clubs are putting aside their 
traditional Euro-scepticism 
to trade with their EU part- 
ners. 

Bul perhaps more than 
ever before, there is a feel- 
ing the likes of Manchester 
United and Newcastle are a 
class apart.- 

The two sides are due to 
face each other al Old 
Trafford on April 23. 1997, 
just a fortnight before the 
league season ends. 

It could turn out to be the 
title decider. 
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ATLANTA (AP) — The 
Atlanta Olympics, privately 
funded and run on a nail- 
bitingly tight budget proba- 
bly will turn a slim profU, 
the organisers' top money 
man said. 

The games, staged at a 
cost of $1.7 billion, began 
with organisers still needing 
about $ 100 million. But sur- 
prisingly strong sales of 
tickets, souvenirs and 
refreshments and a profit- 
sharing agreement with 
NBC helped nudge the 
Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games (ACOG) 
into the black, said A.D. 


Frazier, the committee’s 
chief operating officer. 

“Everybody’s been plan- 
ning our demise since the 
beginning," Mr. Frazier 
said. But he added: “We've 
done a good job." 

Committee members pre- 
dicted early on that the 
games would make a size- 
able profit, but that expecta- 
tion evaporated as the 
games approached. When 
the games began, the com- 
mittee said its aim was to 
break even. 

Mr. Frazier said: “There’s 
not going to be a big wind- 
fall for anyone, I’D tell you 


that right now. If there’s 
anything at all. it’s going to ^ 
be very low numbers." . m_> 

Mr. Frazier said it could 
take months before the 
committee knows for sure 
how big the profit is. 

The major expense left to 
pay is $30 million to con- 
vert the Olympic Stadium 
into a baseball park for the 
Atlanta Braves. The com- 
mittee is also facing law- 
suits related to the construc- 
tion of the stadium and the 
death of an ironworker dur- 
ing the project. 
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r CINEMA TEL 634144 > 

^ PHILADELPHIA V j 

/" CINEMA : TEL: 699238 \ 

^ ; PLBZR y 

/'-.CINEMA TEL677420 > 

V CONCORD J 

f A mm dun Theatre & Cinema 

V TEL-618274 - 61 8275 : ‘ 

NabU & Hisham’s Theatre .% 

Vi--:. •"•-TEL: 6251 Sfi -• 

Michael Douglass & Annette Benlng .... In 

The American 
President 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 

CONCORD “1” 

SEVEN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 

PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Fawzi Zard (2nd left^d^Ut^ 11658 ***** F,raS Ben ** d (right) and coach 

Jordan s Paralympics team to leave 
Sunday for Atlanta with high hopes 

By Roufan Nahhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Out of Jordan's keenness to 
participate in international sport events, 

Jordan's athletics team for the disabled is 
expected to leave Sunday for Atlanta to 
take part in the paralympics. His Royal 
Highness Prince Firas Ben Ra’d told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that the team, four track and 
field athletes and one weight! ifter, is 
ready to meet new challenges after exer- 
cising in a training camp for a month and 
everything indicates that the team can 
achieve good results and win some 
medals. 

"We have been preparing for this 
moment since our last participation in 
Germany four years ago and this year in 
Atlanta we are sure of getting good’results 
and win some medals” he said. 

Accompanying the team, beside Prince 
Firas. is the experienced coach Fawzi 
Zanl who told the Jordan Times that the 
team is in its utmost shape to secure a new 
record for Jordan . 

“ Paralympics is run back to back with 
the Olympics and this year there are 
around 120 countries participating in 
Atlanta and we hope with the preparations 
and training we can bring home some 
medals” he told the Jordan Times 
The most experienced athlete in the Jor- 
danian team. Mohammad Ata, who came 
in fifth in .the Berlin games four years ago, 
told the Jordan Times .Uiat the support 
from Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. Prince Firas, 
the coach and the federation was indis- 
pensable for the athletes. 



Mohammad Ata trains for Atlanta 
games 

“ The support from Prince Ra'd and 
Prince Firas, our coach and others gave us 
the will to overcome our disabilities and 
to be an integral part of this society” he 
said v. i 

Three-thousand and- five hundred ath- 
letes will take part in this year’s Para- 
lympics which will start on Aug. 15 and 
will continue until Aug. 25. 


Seles struggles to beat Sabatini in Montreal 


MONTREAL, Canada (R) 
— After a seesaw first set, 
top seeded Monica Seles of 
the United States took con- 
trol and defeated ninth 
seeded Gabriela Sabatini of 
Aigentina 7-6 (7-4) 6-1 
Thursday to move into the 
quarterfinals of the 
$926,250 Canadian Open. 

Other third-round win- 
ners included number two 
seed Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario of Spain, 7-5, 6-1 over 
South African Amanda 
Coetzer, and unseeded pla- 
yers Yayuk Basuki of Indo- 
nesia, Argentine Florencia 
Labat and Kimberly Po of 
the U.S. 

Number 13 seed Amy 
Frazier of the U.S. sur- 
prised by defeating Dumber 
eight seed Mary Pierce of 
France 6-3 6-3 and sixth- 
seeded Magdalena Maleeva 
of Bulgaria won 6-3 3-2 
retired over Jennifer Cap- 
riati when the unseeded 
American had to retire with 
a gluteal strain on her left 
side. 

After trailing 3-5 in the 
first set, Sabatini rallied and 
to a 4-2 lead in the -tie 
break. But then she double- 
faulted at 4-2 and again at 
4-5 before Seles won the set 


with a cross-court forehand 
winner. 

“I missed a couple of easy 
shots in those moments,” 
Sabatini said about what 
happened at 4-2 in the tie 
break. “It just shows that I 
need to play more tourna- 
ments to play better in these 
matches." 

“It was frustrating for 
me,” said Seles, “Because 
the first set started to re- 
mind me of losing to Jana 
Novotna (of the Czech 
Republic) at the Olympics 
and Katarina Studenikova 
(of Slovakia) at Wimble- 
don. I was ahead 5-3 in the 
that set just like the 
Olympics and Wimbledon 
and then Gabby came back. 
I’ve got to play good tennis 
when I’m ahead, not just 
when I’m behind.” 

Sanchez Vicario received 
treatment for a strained 
forearm muscle from the 
WTA tour trainer leading 3- 
2 in the first set of her 
match against Coetzer, a 
baseline battle that slipped 
away from the number 15- 
ranked South African in the 
last two games when she 
missed on a few attacking 
shots after coming back 
from a 3-5 deficit. 


Sanchez Vicario’s injury 
dates to an early-round 
match at Wimbledon in late 
June. 

“The trainer put some 
tape on it and it felt better,” 
said the number two-ranked 
Sanchez Vicario. “I just 
tried to concentrate and not 
think about it and I was able 
to play well the rest of the 
way.” 

Capriati was not as lucky. 
She had to retire shortly 
after pulling a muscle run- 
ning after a drop shot late in 
the first set. 

“I’ll take it,” Maleeva 
said about advancing on the 
default. “I've had to default 
a few times myself for 
injuries and sickness. But 
I’m really happy Jennifer is 
back playing and I wish her 
the best." 

The number 1 3-ranked 
Pierce's loss to the number 
23-ranked Frazier brings 
her 1996 match record to 
17-12. 

“1 made too many un- 
forced errors and I had trou- 
ble playing in the windy 
conditions,” said Pierce. 
“But she kept a lot of balls 
in play and played well." 

In a third-round match 
postponed by rain, number 



First seed Monica Seles of the United States returns a 
backhand to Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina during 
action at the Du Maurier Open in Montreal Thursday 
(Reuter photo) 


five seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez of the U.S. led number 


15 seed Nathalie Tauziat of 
France 6-1, 3-0. 


Kafelnikov fires back to ATP Championship quarterfinals 


MASON, Ohio (AFP) — 
Thunder, lightning and the 
threat of rain couldn’t dis- 
tract determined French 
Open cbampioD Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov from staging a 
comeback here Thursday to 
reach the quarterfinals of 
the $2.2 million ATP Cham- 
pionship. 

The Russian, who said 
this month he was set on 
improving his career-high 
world ranking of fourth, 
showed he meant business 
as he rallied after dropping 
the first set against Ameri- 
can Chris Woodruff to earn 
a 6-7 (5/7), 6-4. 7-5 victory 
as the skies grew progres- 
sively darker. 

Kafelnikov, who is hop- 
ing that a solid U.S. Open 
performance could lead to a 
chance at displacing Pete 
Sampras as world number 
one, faces his next test 
against the winner of a 
match between holder 


Andre Agassi, the Olympic 
champion, and American 
qualifier Alex O’Brien. 

“This was a match that I 
could have easily lost,” 
Kafelnikov said of his con- 
test against Woodruff, the 
world No. 53 from Ten- 
nessee who upset Agassi in 
the second round of the 
French Open. 

“I knew the skies were 
full of rain, but I tried to 
stay cool. I didn't look at 
the weather. I was not going 
to rash myself. It was good 
for me to have a scare like 
this on court. It made me 
concentrate 100 per cent in 
order to win.” Kafelnikov, 
22, said. 

“I’m happy that I got 
through. This win gives me 
confidence, and that is 
something l ean use in my 
next match,” Kafelnikov. 


from the Black Sea resort of 
Sochi, added. 

Earlier. 1 995 Roland Gar- 
ros champion Thomas Mus- 
ter of Austria, the second 
seed. moved safely 
through, destroying Aus- 
tralia’s Wimbledon semi- 
finalist Jason Stoltenberg 6- 
2, 6-2. Croatia’s Goran Iva- 
nisevic. winner of four ti- 
tles at the start of the year, 
came from behind to elimi- 
nate German Berad Kar- 
bacher 3-6. 6-3. 6-3. 

Ivanisevic said that he 
was still trying to live down 
his failure to win a Wimble- 
don title despite making the 
finals twice, in 1992 and 
1994. 

After losing this year in 
the quarter-finals to Stol- 
tenberg, the Croatian went 
hoime to sph^lprafew days 
— but they .were anything 


but relaxing. 

“I wanted to have my hol- 
idays and not think too 
much about .. Wimbledon. 
But people in my country 
are strange. They leave 
notes on my car ‘you are 
never going to win Wim- 
bledon.’” 

“They don’t understand. 
It is negative, it’s a negative 
city. When you play good 
it’s ‘oh, great.’” 

Shortly after Kafelnikov 
and Ivanisevic got off 
court, the rain did begin, 
forcing matches to be halt- 
ed with former world num- 
ber one Jim Courier hold- 
ing a 1-0 lead in the third 
set over South African 
Wayne Ferreira. 


Italian qualifier Cristiano 
Caratti broke world number 
three Michael Chang to love 
to take a 3-2 lead when their 
match was taken off court 
after 16 minutes. 

The pair’s only other meet- 
ing came at the 1992 Aus- 
tralian Open, with the Italian 
taking a set off the Chinese- 
American Sampras was due 
for a night match with Aus- 
tralian veteran Mark Wood- 
forde, winner along with 
partner Todd Woodbridge of 
the Olympic doubles title. 

Swede Thomas Enqvisi 
and Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek were due to 
play after dark with rain 
dominating the weather fore- 
cast 


Italian soccer crisis goes into extra time 
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u ROME i R> — Italy’s soc- 
* cer crisis went into extra 
time Wednesday when the 
National Olympic Com- 
mittee (CONI) stepped in 
to tackle the troublesome 
election of a new federa- 
tion chief. 

Officials said CONI 
President Mario Pescante 
would interrupt his post- 
Olympic holiday in the 
United States to fly home 
for a special meeting 
Monday. 

Representatives of 5,500 
professional and amateur 
clubs failed to pick a 
replacement for federation 
boss Antonio Matarrese 
Tuesday despite two 
rounds of voting at a 14- 
hour meeting. 

A bitter clash between 
Luciano Nizzola. presi- 
dent of the football 
league, and Serie C Presi- 
dent Giancarlo Abete 
highlighted deep splits 
between the three national 
divisions and deadlocked 
a decision on the sport's 
top job. 

CONI is expected to 
appoint an interim figure 
Monday, before the new 
season gets under way on 


Sept. 8. 

The smart money is on 
CONI Secretary-General 
Raffaele Pagnozzi. who 
would run the federation 
pending a new election. 

A CONI spokesman said 
another vote was not like- 
ly to happen immediately. 
Federation officials antici- 
pated it could be two to 
three months before a 
fresh election was called. 

The Gazzetta Dello 
Sport called Tuesday “The 
longest and most miser- 
able day in Italian soccer.” 

“Two votes, one truth.” 
the paper said. “Italian 
soccer is without a presi- 
dent, without a govern- 
ment. full of rows, tension 
and misery." 

The knives bad been out 
for Matarrese, federation 
president for eight years, 
since Italy crashed out of 
the European Champi- 
onship in June after the 
first round. 

Italy's poor showing in 
the Atlanta Olympics, 
where the squad also 
failed to get past the first 
phase, sealed nis fate. 

Matarrese. seeking to 
salvage some dignity. 


announced Tuesday that 
he was quitting. But by 
thea all hope of a smooth 
handover to another can- 
didate had evaporated. 

Nizzola. a poker-playing 
tennis fan, won the back- 
ing last month of Serie A 
and Serie B clubs and 
looked set to be the next 
federation president until 
Abete entered the fray 
with the unanimous back- 
ing of the minor league 
clubs. 

Under highly complicat- 
ed election rules which the 
Comere Dello Sport 
newspaper described as an 
“elephantine process," a 
candidate has to win the 
endorsement of a third of 
each league. 

Despite two rounds of 
voting and hours of 
attempted mediation by 
Matarrese, neither man 
managed that. Nizzola 
won more than three times 
as many votes as his rival 
in both ballots but failed 
to win over the clubs from 
Serie C. 

“I’d just like to know in 
what other situation who- 
ever holds 30 votes can 
prevent the election of 


someone who has won 
nearly 4,000." Nizzola 
said. “With a result like 
that, there’s no way I’m 
thinking of stepping 
down.” 

Comere Della Sera was 
unimpressed, slamming 
soccer’s ‘‘own goal” ana 
saying: “Chaos has been 
- elected.” 

“Soccer definitely hasn’t 
painted a very good pic- 
ture of itself,” Abete told 
reporters. But he was 
unrepentant, saying he 
was just bringing into the 
open problems that had 
been allowed to rumble on 
for years. 


FASThmr 

International Mobile Telephone Services 

FASTkmwr 

The one and only company that 
makes you the owner of a mobile 
telephone ... if. you hire one for a 
period of 6 months. 

FAST^mt 

Renting out mobile telephones for 
the period you wish: 

vimmma 


©air-Toir 

1958, Austin of England, in~ a good 
condition. 

[Will sell for highest price 

Tel .: 613381-615483 


VACANCIES 

A prominent private school in Amman seeks to 
employ the following: 

Qualified English KG teachers. Native speakers 
are encouraged to apply. Experience is a must. 
Qualified teachers for other subjects are 
welcome to apply. 

Interested applicants should call 
| to set appointments for interviews. 


For more information please contact 
Telefax No. 695561 
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^FOUNDATION YEAR 
| ® AT RAWDATAL MA AREF 
^ SCHOOLS & COLLEGE 
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from your loved ones. 

Mum, dad f. Soma, Thunk, 

Laura , grandma, uncles, and families i 


Are you seeking an acceptance to university ? 
Have you finished your Tawjihi ? 

Have you finished 12 years of education in an 
international school ?. 

yes, 

By joining the Foundation Year Programme which is a two - semesters 
course of comprehensive syllabuses designed and monitored by the 
British Universities. By passing the course successfully , you will be 
guaranteed an acceptance to a three years degree at a British university 
in the subject of your choice. 

ADVANTAGES 

1- You do not need A Levels. 

2- You save money by studying this year in Amman 
among your family & friends. 

3- You will be prepared & oriented to the British 
Educational System & way of life. 

4- Boarding facilities available for Arab and Foreign 
students. 

5- The Foundation Year is accredited by all British 
Universities. 


For more information please contact International Oil ice : P.R 
I’d : 857949 / 5WXW65/S4 / Fax : 857998 /ext : 1 2/ 14/18/30 
Address P.O. Box; : 676 Kluildn 11821 Amman - Jordan 




ArtiZaman 


Under the Patronage of 
H.P.H. Princess Rahmah Bint Ai liassan 

Jordan Tourism Investments 

Atm2a.com 

announces the opening of its 

WROugbT-hwn 

Exhibition 


*v 




by the Artist 

Salim Bandak 

on Saturday, August 10th, 1996, 
at 6.30 pm at Al-Baidan Hall of the 
historic village 
of Kan Zaman. 


The exhibition will run until August 31 st. 
From 8:00 -11:00 pm. 

For further information, please call 736449 















i2 News 


U.S. ready to meet EU halfway 
on Iran and Libya sanctions 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States said 
Thursday it can be flexible 
in deciding whether to slap 
sanctions on gas and oil 
companies that invest in Iran 
or Libya as the European 
Union (EU) presented a for- 
mal complaint 

Two representatives of the 
15-member EU met with 
State Department officials to 
register their strong disap- 
proval of the Iran-libya 
sanctions act that President 
Bill Clinton signed on 
Monday. 

“We underlined that the 
EU does not believe (hat Che 
Iran-Libya act is either an 
appropriate or an effective 
means of combatting inter- 
national terrorism," EU 
spokeswoman Ella Krucoff 
said in a statement 

The State Department sep- 
arately said it intended to 
move forward and imple- 
ment the law but it empha- 
sised that the administration 
has latitude in deciding 
whether to impose sanc- 
tions. 

“There is a great degree of 
flexibility that is built into 
this legislation," State 
Department Spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said. 

The Iran-Libya sanctions 
act calls for punishing for- 
eign companies that invest 


more than $40 million in 
the oil and gas sectors of 
Libya or Iran. 

But the president is given 
the option of choosing any 
two of six sanctions, some 
of which could amount to 
little more than a slap on the 
wrist. 

These include a ban on 
exports of U.S. technology, 
on financial assistance from 
the Export-Import Bank and 
on access to federal govern- 
ment contracts. 

Mr. Bums stressed that the 
president has "the flexibility 
to waive the sanctions, 
should we believe that any 
country beyond our shores 
has taken tougher measures 
against Iran and Libya.” 

“We’d like to see. frankly, 
some of these European 
governments adopt tougher 
measures against Iran," Mr. 
Bums said. "Should they do 
so, I think they'll be met 
halfway by the United 
States." 

The remarks came after 
protests worldwide over the 
law continued unabated 
with Cuba, Vietnam and 
Malaysia among the latest 
countries to join in the inter- 
national outcry. 

At the State Department, 
the EU emissaries served 
notice that they will take 
action to counter the law's 


effects and suggested a 
complaint to the World 
Trade Organisation was 
immin ent. 

But their demarche 
remained low key with press 
officials declining requests 
from journalists to provide 
coverage of their brief visit 
to the State Department 

The United States has 
called on European coun- 
tries to join in the drive to 
isolate Iran and Libya, 
which it accuses of support- 
ing terrorism, in particular 
in the Middle East 

European leaders maintain 
that cutting off contacts with 
Tehran will further radi- 
calise the Islamist funda- 
mentalist regime, contrary 
to the United Stares which 
severed diplomatic relations 
with Iran in 1980. 

Europe's policy of “criti- 
cal dialogue” with Iran has 
“failed," Mr. Bums said, 
adding: “It's time to adopt 
more serious and tougher 
actions against Iran.” 

The law comes on the 
heels of a separate legisla- 
tion signed by Mr. Clinton 
in March which punishes 
foreign firms that do busi- 
ness in Cuba and which the 
European countries, Canaria 
and Mexico have denounced 
as a violation of internation- 
al trade agreements. 


Top court 
upholds 
Abu Zeid 
ruling 


Oman to open trade office in Israel 


CAIRO (AFP - ! — Egypt’s 
top court justified its deci- 
sion to order a professor 
divorced from his wife for 
“heresy" saying he had 
mocked the Prophet 
Mohammad in his writings, 
newspapers reported 

Friday. 

The court of cassation on 
Monday confirmed a lower 
court’s June 1995 ruling 
thatNasr Homed Abu Zeid, a 
Cairo university lecturer, 
must divorce his wife as 
under Islamic law a Muslim 
woman cannot be married 
to a heretic. 

In its full verdict, pub- 
lished by die press here 
Friday, the court accused 
Mr. Abu Zeid of “taking a 
line hostile to Islam." 

It said the professor tried to 
prove that the Koran “was 
aimed only at boosting the 
strength of the Koreish 
tribe” of which the Prophet 
Mohammad was a member. 

“He also mocked the 
Prophet” by saying 
Mohammad had a strong 
feeling of clan loyalty, and 
that it was the tribe that 
attributed a divine character 
to him. the court said. The 
court of cassation, whose 
verdicts cannot be appealed, 
also backed the lower 
court's arguments in its rul- 
ing last year, accusing Mr. 
Abu Zeid of denying that the 
Koran is the word of God. 

In his work, the professor 
called for a modern reinter- 
pretation of the Koran to 
bring it up to date with the 
times. International and 
Egyptian human rights 
organisations have con- 
demned the divorce order as 
violating his right to freedom 
of expression. Mr. Abu 
Zeid, who has moved to the 
Netherlands with his wife, 
plans to keep fighting the 
ruling. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Oman will be the first Gulf Arab 
state on Sunday to open a trade representative office in 
Israel, three months after Israeli diplomats arrived in the 
Omani capital Muscat, officials said.Chief Omani repre- 
sentative Mohsen A1 Balushi met with the foreign min- 
istry director-general. Eitan Ben Tsur on Wednesday 
and began working out of a Tfcl Aviv hotel suite on 
Thursday to set up the office, ministry spokesman Yigal 
Palmor said.Mr. Balushi and Israeli officials will inau- 
gurate the trade office on Sunday, located at 100 
Hashmonaim Street in Tel Aviv, said an Israeli trade del- 
egation official in MuscatOman and Israel agreed last 
January to establish relations via an exchange of; com- 
mercial representative offices.The ; Israeli delegation in 
Muscat has been based in one of the capital's major 
hotels since May, a month after former Israeli Premier 
Shimon Peres made a landmark trip to Oman and 
Qatar.Doha was also to open a trade office in the Jewish 
state, but postponed the move following the election in 
May of right-wing Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyabu.In July Mr. Netanyahu’s top political advisor 
Dore Gold travelled to both Muscat and Doha to assure 
them of the new right-wing government’s commitment 
to peace, Israeli diplomats said. 


Erbakan to visit Iran today 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s pro-Islamic Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan fUes to Iran Saturday to 
discuss bilateral ties, despite U.S. displeasure that its 
NATO ally is consorting with one of the leading spon- 
sors of world terrorism. The premier’s visit to Turkey’s 
neighbour has drawn criticism from the United States, 
which is seeking to isolate Tehran to punish what 
Washington sees as its support for terrorism. Mr. 
Erbakan's first official trip abroad since he assumed the 
premiership in June, has also been criticised by Turkish 
opposition parties. Earlier this week U.S. State 
Department spokesman Nicholas Bums reacted to 
Turkey’s announcement of the visit, saying “we have 
made it clear to the Turkish government that Iran is a 
state that should be isolated." "We will watch the devel- 
opment of this (Turkisb-Iranian) relationship very care- 
fully. 


Libya calls Arab talks on Israel’s arsenal 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya has called for an urgent meet- 
ing of the Arab League amid claims that Israel is build- 
ing up its arms arsenal to include chemical weapons and 
germ warfare, the Libyan agency JANA said Friday. The 
Libyan government has held intensive contacts with the 
Arab League to ask it to call emergency talks “follow- 
ing information that the Israeli enemy possesses chem- 
ical and bacteriological weapons, including toxic gases, 
developed in a factory in the desert. JANA said that 
according to the reports Israel is “canying out research 
into germ warfare." However, it gave no indication of 
where these reports had come from. Libya has called the 
meeting because “of the danger posed by the possession 
of such arms as well as 200 nuclear warheads to Arab 
national security.” 


U.N. ruling on Turkey’s Iraq request 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. Sanctions 
Committee on Thursday put 
off until at least the end of 
the month a decision on 
whether to allow Turkey to 
resume limited trade with 
sanctions-hit Iraq, the com- 
mittee chairman said. 

Sanctions Committee 
Chairman Tono Eitel told a 
news conference here that 
die 15 members needed 
"more time" to study the 
request which was 
described as "understand- 
able" and "legitimate" at a 
preliminary discussion on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Eitel said the issue 
would be raised again at the 
committee’s next meeting 


on Aug. 28, “but that does 
not mean that od Aug. 28 
all delegations will have 
instructions. We will take it 
up each time we meet until 
we have resolved it." 

Turkey formally asked for 
U.N. authorisation on 
Monday for limited trade 
with Iraq to partly compen- 
sate for the trade losses 
with its neighbour, which 
has been under economic 
sanctions since the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Ankara says it has lost 
more than $30 billion as a 
result. 

Mr. Eitel said the commit- 
tee needed to decide 
whether Turkey’s needs 
would be covered by the 


implementation of an oil- 
for-food agreement 
between the United Nations 
and Iraq, which is currently 
in its final preparatory 
stages. 

The United States sug- 
gested on Wednesday that 
Turkey should be satisfied 
with the economic benefits 
from the oil-for-food deal 
which provides for Iraq to 
resume oil exports mainly 
through a Turkish pipeline 
in return for humanitarian 
supplies. 

But Mr. Eitel said that the 
U.S. delegation was among 
those which expressed 
understanding for Turkey’s 
position at Thursday’s 
meeting. 
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THREE MISSING IN SOUTH AFRICA: South African police investigating unit inspects a mini-bus that was 
Friday hijacked in Alexandra, the township north-east of Johannesburg. Three middle-aged men who were trav- 
elling in the cab, believed to be foreign visitors, have vanished without a trace (see story on page 4) (Reuters 
photo) 


Nashashibi assails donor 
states for breaking pledges 


Time running out for Karadzic 
and Mladic, NATO chief says 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — : Palestinian 

Finance Minister 

Mohammad Nashashibi 
angrily accused internation- 
al donor countries Friday of 
undermining the Palestinian 
National Authority by fail- 
ing to come up with 
promised aid. 

In an interview with Israel 
public radio, Mr. 
Nashashibi singled out 
Japan, the European Union 
and the United States as the 
worst laggards in paying 
out aid pledges which for 
the years 1996 and 1997 
were to total $2.5 billion. 

“The failure of these 
donor countries is leading 
towards an economic cata- 
strophe” for the 
Palestinians, Mr; 

Nashashibi was quoted as 
telling Israel Radio. 

“These funds are indis- 
pensable to permit the 


Palestinian (National) 
Authority to pay the 
salaries of policemen and 
civil servants and to contin- 
ue providing public ser- 
vices,” he was quoted as 
‘saying. 

Mr. Nashashibi did not 
provide details on bow 
much aid had been dis- 
bursed by the donors, say- 
ing only that it was far 
below the amount pledged. 

He said the difficulties 
caused by the lack of aid 
disbursement was combin- 
ing with the effects of 
Israel's six-month-old clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to cause great 
hardship for the Palestinian 
territories. 

He said the closure, which 
has prevented thousands of 
Palestinians from working 
in Israel, had pushed unem- 
ployment in the territories 
to 25 per cent 


PARIS fR) — Time is run- 
ning out for indicted war 
criminals Radovan Karadzic 
and Ratko Mladic who have 
become liabilities for their 
Bosnian Serb supporters, 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) chief 
Javier Solana said in an article 
published on Friday. 

Bosnian Serb leader 
Karadzic and his commander 
General Mladic “don't have 
much time left: their main 
concern is to escape arrest 
They have become a heavy 
handicap for Bosnian Serbs," 
be said in die article, pub- 
lished in the French daily le 
Mmonde. Mr. Solana said die 
NATO-led IFOR peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia, which has 
been criticised for fading to 
arrest the two men, was 
breaking large units into 
smaller more mobile groups 
in order to extend patrols 
throughout Bosnia. 

‘This will ensure greater 


freedom of movement to citi- 
zens while forbidding it for 
indicted war aimmals,’’ he 
said in the article on IFOR's 
remaining tasks. 

But he said IFOR would not 
change its policy of detaining 
suspected war criminals only 
if it came across them. He 
called on (he international 
community to keep up pres- 
sure on the Dayton peace 
agreement signatories to ful- 
fill their commitments — 
including handing over war 
c riminals to the UN. interna- 
tional tribunal. 

The Hague-based tribunal 
has so far indicted 75 men but 
has only seven of them in cus- 
tody. The UN. Security 
Council this week raised the 
threat of economic sanctions 
against any Bosnian party that 
refused to cooperate with the 
tribunal's work after Bosnian 
Serb officials made clear that 
they were unwilling to surren- 
der their leaders for trial. 


Arafat’s wife defends Israel’s first lady 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian First 
Llady Suha Arafat came to 
the defence of her Israeli 
counterpart Friday, calling 
media attacks against Sarah 
Netanyahu "shameful." 

In an interview in the 
Israeli mass circulation daily 
Yediot Aharonot, the wife of - 
Palestinian National 

Authority President Yasser 
Arafat offered some friend- 
ly advice to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s spouse. 

“Sarah should in no way 
apologise or respond to the 
attacks against her in the 
Israeli media,” she said. 
“Published revelations about 
her private life have been 


shameful'' 

The Israeli press last month 
gave broad coverage to reve- 
lations by a nanny who was 
summarily fired by Sarah 
Netanyahu in a dispute over 
care of the couple's two chil- 
dren. 

Newspapers also embar- 
rassed the prime ministerial 
couple with reports chat 
Sarah Netanyahu was 
booked into an extravagant 
suite in Stockholm for an 
international conference just 
as the government at home 
was announcing big budget 
cuts. 

“I also have a nanny and 
sometimes we differ over 
how to raise our child," 
Suha Arafat said in defence 


of the Israeli leader’s wife. 

Mrs. Arafat, who was only 
29 when she married Mr. 
Arafat five years ago, said 
she used to burst out in tears 
over stories published about 
her. 

“Gradually, I got stronger. 
And then I made a decision: 
Let them write what they 
want I wfll shut my eyes 
tight and ignore what they 
say about me," she said. 

Press reports several 
months ago said Mrs. Arafat 
was pregnant with the second 
child, but she told Yediot the 
reports were untrue. Her 
daughter Zahwa was born in 
July 1995. 

Mrs. Arafat said she would 
be happy to meet with Mrs. 


Netanyahu, but that it was 
too soon to initiate such a 
meeting. 

Suha Arafat said her hus- 
band had taught her to ignore 
media sniping. “When the 
dogs baric, it doesn't keep a 
caravan from passing,” she 
quoted him as saying. 

“Sarah and Benyamin 
Netanyahu are a new kind of 
couple on the Israeli political 
scene,” she said. “They are 
young, good looking and 
charming and the press isn't 
used to this and is picking on 
the easiest target, Sarah," she 
said. Mrs. Arafat said she 
would be happy to meet with 
Mrs. Netanyihu, but that it 
was too soon to initiate such 
a meeting. 


Palestinian hospitalised after torture in Nablus jail 


NABLUS (AP) — A man 
arrested for taking part in a 
protest against the torture of 
prisoners in Palestinian jails 
was hospitalised Thursday 
and said he himself had been 
tortured. 

Ayman S abb ah, 35, was 
among hundreds of 
Palestinians arrested follow- 


ing aim-government protests 
set off by the death last week 
of prisoner Mahmoud 
Jemayel, who died from 
internal bleeding and a bro- 
ken skull. 

Palestinian officials said 
Jemayel’s death was an iso- 
lated incident. But even as his 
interrogators were tried and 
convicted in a Palestinian 
military court last weekend, 
dozens of Palestinians who 
had protested his death were 
themselves being tortured, 
released detainees said. 

Jemayel’s death and accu- 
sation s of brutality by 
Palestinian security forces are 
putting new pressure on the 2- 
year-old government of 
Yasser Arafat. 

The Palestinian legislative 
council met behind closed 
doors in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah on Thursday to 


hear from a committee of leg- 
islators that investigated 
Jemayel's death. 

Legislator Azmi Sbuabi 
said foe council would ask for 
a secret session with Mr. 
Arafat to discuss limiting the 
powers of the security forces. 

“We’re not talking about a 
case here and there," he said. 
“It’s coming from the head- 
quarters. They don’t obey the 
law. 

“The only way to stop this 
ldnd of case is to limit the 
forces’ power and to make 
them responsible to foe law. If 
we don’t, ir will continue.” 

Mr. Shuabi said security 
officials in charge of the three 
interrogators convicted of 
killing Jemayel bad refused to 
speak to the committee. 

Committee member Salah 
Tamar i. an outspoken critic of 
Mr. Arafat, said foe commit- 
tee found that “violations of 
h uman rights were individual 
— but numerous." 

“If we overlook them, then 
they will become systemat- 


ic an interview Thursday 
from his hospital bed in 
Nablus, Mr. Sabbah told foe 
Associated Press that inter- 


rogators at Jneid prison — the 
same prison where Jemayel 
was tortured — had whipped 
his feet and hands and forced 
him to lie on a chair while one 
interrogator pressed on his 
feet and another on his chest. 

Mr. Sabbah, who suffers 
from asthma, said he was also 
forced to stand on one foot 
with his hands in foe air and 
to sit down and stand up hun- 
dreds of times in succession, 
be said 

*T thought I was going to 
die,” Mr. Sabbah said, look- 
ing pale and tired “I kept on 
falling because I was passing 
out" 

Mr, Sabbah was initially 
admitted to foe intensive care 
of Nablus’ national hospital 
and later transferred to anoth- 
er department. 

Mr. Sabbah, who has four 
children and runs a spare car 
parts business, was arrested 
after taking part in a protest in 
Tulkarem on Friday against 
mistreatment of prisoners in 
Palestinian jails. 

He denied accusations that 
he had thrown stones at police 
and said his interrogators had 
wanted him to give them 
names of others who took 


part in foe protest 
There was no immediate 
response Thursday from 
Palestinian officials. 

Other detained protesters 
also told the AP they had been 
beaten and whipped and an 
Associated Press reporter 
who visited foe Jneid prison 
was told by several prisoners 
thai they had been chained by 
their hands, beaten and threat- 
ened with death. 

Including Jemayel, seven 
Palestinians have died in cus- 
tody since the start of 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
May 1994. 

Ghassan Khatib, director of 
a Palestinian media centre in 
Jerusalem and an Arafat crit- 
ic, said the torture cases that 
have surfaced in the past 
week are not exceptional. 

“Almost every detainee is 
beaten up,” he said 
Mr. Khatib said he believed 
the abuses stemmed from 
“the mentality, education and 
training of foe top security 
officers” who in many cases 
were trained in Arab coun- 
tries where he said mistreat- 
ment of detainees is standard 
practice. 



Tarzan author’s 
family sues over 
porn film 


NEW YORK (R)— Tarzan 
may wear a loin cloth and 
live with a woman in foe 
jungle, but the descendants 
of his creator filed a law- 
suit against pornographic 
film makers to keep his 
image wholesome. The 
company owned by the 
family of author Edgar 
Rice Burroughs filed suit 
Manhattan Federal Court 
against the makers of a ■ 
pornographic movie and 
CD- Rom called Jungle 
Heal The complaint says: 
“defendants’ Jungle heat 
film is nothing more than a 
lewd vulgar and highly 
offensive film that depicts 
the Tarzan and Jane charac- 
ters engaged in numerous 
scenes of sexual inter- 
course, fellatio, sodomy 
and group sex.” 


British gambler 
wins £1 ,000 in 
alien bet 


LONDON (R) — A British 
gambler won £1,000 
($1,540) with a bet he 
placed last August that 
alien life would be discov- 
ered within a year, the Sui# 
newspaper said Little ex- 
pecting Wednesday’s an- 
nouncement from NASA 
that it had found evidence 
in a meteorite that life once 
existed on Mars, bookmak- 
er William Hill gave odds 
of 10-to-one on the bet 
placed on Aug. 21, 1995. 
‘Til spend my winnings on 
a fantastic holiday, but I 
won't be going quite as far 
as Mars" winner Steve 
Upton told the Sun. 


Honduran 
drunkards having 
their ears cut off 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) - 
Unknown culprits cut off 
the ears of 12 drunkards in 
a city in western Honduras, 
the newspaper La Prensa 
reported. Police are investi- 
gating the bizarre series of 
crimes that have rocked 
Santa Rosa De Copan, aii 
city of 70,000 people abour 
270 kilometres west of foe 
capita] of Tegucigalpa. The 
victims, who usually were 
passed out on the streets, 
have had one ear cut off. La 
Prensa said. 


Mission 

Impossible star in 
Italy yacht rescue 


NAPLES (R) — American 
actor Tom Cruise, star of 
the Hollywood blockbuster 
film Mission: Impossible, 
helped rescue five people 
whose yacht caught fire off 
Italy’s resort island of 
Capri, a port official said. 
The official said a French 
couple, their seven-year- 
old daughter and two 
Italian crew members had 
sought refuge in a rubber 
lifeboat after an electrical 
short circuit caused a fire in 
the cabin of their yacht late 
Tuesday night. He said 
Cruise, his actress wife 
Nicole Kidman, their two 
young children and several 
friends were nearby on tKa 
yacht Thalita G and took 
the five people on board. 


Colin Powell 
tops dinner guest 
wish-list 


WASHINGTON (R) • — 
Retired General Colin Po* 
well is favoured over both 
President Bill Clinton and 
his Republican rival Bob 
Dole on a wish-list of polit- 
ical dinner companions 
among Americans, accord- 
ing to a poll. The former 
general was preferred by 
33 per cent of those who 
were asked with whom 
they would like to have 
dinner, while Mr. Clinton 
came in second with 24 per 
cent In fact, first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
beat out Sen. Dole, 16 pej 
cent to 1 3 per cent, among 
preferred dinner guestsrin 
the poll taken by Good 
Housekeeping and NBC 
News. 
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